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Mark 13: 21-23; “False Christs and False Prophets”, Sermon # 101 in the series – 
“Astonished at His Teaching”, Delivered on August 11th, 2013,  

by Pastor Paul Rendall, in the Afternoon Worship Service. 
 
 
In coming to this passage once again, I want to remind you of what I have already told you.  The 
Jewish nation and people were brought to an on-going state of desolation for their rejection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and for their rejection of the salvation which He so freely offered them.  Jesus 
said in Matthew 23: 37 – “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to her!”  “How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”  “See!”  “Your house is left to you desolate….”  
They have been desolate because they did not believe in Jesus Christ as their Messiah.  Instead, 
they believed in false Christs and false prophets.  This is the subject that I want to speak to you 
about this afternoon.   For I also related to you last time that I believe that the Scriptures teach that 
this present desolation of the Jews shall one day cease.  It will cease when they are converted to 
Christ and brought into the Church in a future day.    
       We need to ask ourselves, what will God use as the means to bring the Jews out of their present 
desolation?  It will take place when their spiritual blindness is removed, by the preaching to them 
of the truth of the Word of God, and the pouring out of the Spirit of God upon them.  Then they 
shall come to see the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  They shall look on Him whom they have 
pierced, and they shall be saved.  Here, at this present juncture of Church History, both Jews and 
Gentiles in the Church of Jesus Christ need to be reminded 1st of all – Of the deception of false 
Christs and false prophets in the past, among the Jews.  2nd - We need to be reminded of the 
deception of false Christs and false prophets from the times of the Apostles until now.  And 3rd – 
We need to be reminded that these deceptions will appear again  in the times before the 
Millennium and Christ’s Second Coming.   
1st of all – We need to be reminded of the false Christs and false prophets in the past, 
among the Jews. 
       Verse 20 – “And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the 
elect’s sake; whom He chose, He shortened the days.”  “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is 
the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, He is there!’ do not believe it.”  “For false Christs and false prophets will rise 
and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”   I have tried to show you, in the 
last sermon, that abomination of desolation which is mentioned in verse 14, related specifically to 
what would come upon the unbelieving Jews; Titus bringing His armies into the city and setting up 
his Roman standards there, thus defiling the temple and the most holy place. The destruction of 
their city and the temple led to their desolation as a nation, and as an ethnic people, which has 
lasted down to this very day.  In verse 19, our Lord speaks of “tribulation such as has not been since 
the beginning of the creation which God created until this time, nor ever shall be.  So let’s begin 
with what happened in 70 A.D.  In the destruction of Jerusalem over 1 million, one hundred 
thousand people died.  Josephus, in his book The Wars of the Jews says this in book 6, Chapter 5 – 
       “And now the Romans, judging that it was in vain to spare what was round about the holy house, burnt all those 
places, as also the remains of the cloisters and the gates, two excepted; the one on the east side, and the other on the 
south; both which, however, they burnt afterward. They also burnt down the treasury chambers, in which was an 
immense quantity of money, and an immense number of garments, and other precious goods there reposited; and, to 
speak all in a few words, there it was that the entire riches of the Jews were heaped up together, while the rich people 
had there built themselves chambers [to contain such furniture]. The soldiers also came to the rest of the cloisters that 
were in the outer [court of the] temple, whither the women and children, and a great mixed multitude of the people, 
fled, in number about six thousand. But before Caesar had determined anything about these people, or given the 
commanders any orders relating to them, the soldiers were in such a rage, that they set that cloister on fire; by which 
means it came to pass that some of these were destroyed by throwing themselves down headlong, and some were burnt 
in the cloisters themselves. Nor did any one of them escape with his life. A false prophet (Josephus says) was the 
occasion of these people's destruction, who had made a public proclamation in the city that very day, that God 
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commanded them to get upon the temple, and that there they should receive miraculous signs of their deliverance. 
Now there was then a great number of false prophets suborned by the tyrants to impose on the people, who denounced 
this to them, that they should wait for deliverance from God; and this was in order to keep them from deserting, and 
that they might be buoyed up above fear and care by such hopes. Now a man that is in adversity does easily comply 
with such promises; for when such a seducer makes him believe that he shall be delivered from those miseries which 
oppress him, then it is that the patient is full of hopes of such - his deliverance.  Thus were the miserable people 
persuaded by these deceivers, and such as belied God himself; while they did not attend nor give credit to the signs that 
were so evident, that did so plainly foretell their future desolation, but, like men infatuated, without either eyes to see 
or minds to consider, they did not regard the denunciations that God made to them.” 

       This surely was truth.  And what I have just read to you was only one situation among many 
which took the lives of many hundreds of thousands of people.  We should understand that the 
destruction of Jerusalem came, because many people who thought themselves religious were 
deceived in their views of God Himself.  They needed to know, then, that God would most certainly 
judge all men and societies based upon what they think about Jesus Christ.  And certainly people 
need to know the same thing now.  The Lord Jesus Himself warned his own people, the Jews, of 
not believing in Him, and of listening to the voice of a false Judaism.  Turn with me over to John 
Chapter 10, verse 7.  “Then Jesus said to them again, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of 
the sheep.”  “All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear 
them.”  “I am the door.”  “If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture.” “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.”  “I have come that 
they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  “I am the good shepherd.  The 
good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”  “But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who 
does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches 
the sheep and scatters them.”  “The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about 
the sheep.”  “I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own.”  “As the 
Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.”   
       So how could they have been able to tell whether a person was a false Christ?  The false Christ 
claims to be someone great, as Simon Magus did Acts 8: 9.  It says there, that, “He practiced 
sorcery and astonished the people, and they all gave heed to him, from the least to the greatest, 
saying “This man is the great power of God.”  It is that kind of naiveté that destroys people’s souls.    
Here in this passage that we are studying, we find that people were willing to listen to the voice of 
false prophets telling them that God was still for them and would deliver them from their 
calamities even though they trusted in falsehood.  During the destruction of Jerusalem they  
perished miserably. If you will not trust in the true Christ now, in this life, certainly you will not 
find mercy at the time of your death, from God.  If you will not trust in Christ in this life now, and 
follow Him now, according to His Word, which states that this is why He has died, to free you from 
for your sins and spiritual blindness, then how can you expect the society which you live in, to be 
blessed by God?  You and I who are Christians must be willing to tell people around us these truths.  
There is no Savior or Lord but Jesus.   
       There is no true religion in the religions of the world which men have made up. People may 
make up many falsehoods, and they may hold to many misconceptions about the Lord Jesus Christ.  
You and I must attempt to persuade them that holding to such false views will lead them and our 
whole society down the path to the judgments of God in this life, and to eternal judgment of hell in 
the next life, if they will not receive the truth of the Bible.  I hope that you see this important 
principle; that the more light that has been given to a person, or to a society, the greater is their 
responsibility to believe it.  The Jews had been given the Scriptures, and yet, even having them, 
many of them rejected Christ, and they believed in false prophets all the way to their deaths.  Let us 
realize that that there were, no doubt, some people in Jerusalem who had at some point heard the 
true gospel, and they were saved when they believed the Word of God, even in the midst of the 
worst of the tribulation.  Even in the midst of His great wrath, God remembered mercy to those 
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who were the Elect.  Even though they were unworthy of His mercy, He saved them, and actually 
shortened the days of the tribulation of the destruction of Jerusalem for their sakes. 
2nd – We need to be reminded of the deception of false Christs and false prophets 
from the times of the Apostles until now.  
       Verse 22 says – “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to 
deceive, if possible, even the elect.”  “But take heed; see, I have told you all things beforehand.”        
If Christ has told us all things beforehand, and therefore we need to pay attention to them now.  
What applied to the believing Jewish and Gentile Christians back there before the destruction of 
Jerusalem, applies to us, here and now, at this point in Church History.  The real reason for 
deception of many professed Christians, and even some among true Christians, is their relative 
unconcern about defining the true doctrine of the Bible, and their not condemning the false 
doctrine of heretics and heresies.  They do not see the relevance and importance of “contending for 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints”.  And so, even as the Lord Jesus says here, “Satan will 
if possible, deceive the very elect” of God.   
       Turn with me over to the book of 1st John, Chapter 4, verse 1.  “Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into 
the world.”  “By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is not of God.”  “And this is the spirit of Antichrist, which you have heard was coming and is 
now already in the world.”  “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He 
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”   This is a very revealing verse as it tells us that 
the spirit of the Antichrist (a false Christ) was already in the world in the days of the Apostles.  This 
is the kind of deception referred to by Christ Himself in this passage that we are studying in Mark 
13.  Christ in Mark 13, verse 5 says, “Take heed that no one deceives you, for many will come in my 
name, saying ‘I am He,” and will deceive many.”  I believe that this is referring to those false 
prophets and teachers who had come to  the churches teaching false doctrine in Jesus’ name, and 
by claiming authority that was never theirs to take, or to wield.  These false teachers have deceived 
many people, even from the time of the early Church, down to this very day.   
       Many of the heresies of the first 700 years of Church history were spun out by men who 
claimed to be teachers in the Church, but they did not hold to the doctrine of the two natures of 
Christ; that He is fully God and fully man, 2 natures in one blessed Person.  And this failure has 
helped to perpetuate the desolation of the Jews.  If Jesus Christ be not God, then how can any other 
important doctrine of the Scriptures be established with power?  Turn with me over to 2nd Peter 2: 
1.  “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among 
you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and 
bring on themselves swift destruction.  “And many will follow their destructive ways, because of 
whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.”   We should understand that one of the main reasons 
for the desolation of the Jews, from the time of the Apostles until now, is because they could not 
believe that Jesus Christ was God made manifest in the flesh.  It was because they did not believe 
that Jesus Christ was God, that they could not conceive of the idea that He had any real right to 
exercise any authority over them personally. He did not teach of salvation by the works of the law, 
but by faith in Himself.  And thus, they felt compelled to reject their own Messiah.   
       Turn with me over to John Chapter 5, verse 16.  Jesus has just healed a man who had been lame 
for thirty eight years.  It says – “For this reason the Jews sought to kill Him, because He had done 
these things on the Sabbath.”  “But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father has been working until now, 
and I have been working.”  “Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not 
only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”  
The same type of unbelief is seen in the Arian heresy which nearly overwhelmed the whole 
Christian world in the 4th Century.  Many men would not receive the true doctrine of the Bible, that 
Christ was God, and so they would speculate about Christ; that He was a created being, perhaps the 
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highest of created beings, but He was not God.  They might say that He was indeed a prophet and 
an exalted teacher sent from God, but they did not believe Him to be only begotten of the Father.  
But no one can be saved by the preaching of such a doctrine, and so this false doctrine brought a 
spiritual plague to the Church during those years until the Nicene Council was convened in 325 
A.D. and the bishops of the Church voted to call this false doctrine what it was; a heresy.   How 
important it is that we believe in sound and orthodox doctrine.  For without it, many in the past 
have believed in a false Christ.  
And then 3rd - We need to be reminded that these deceptions will appear again before 
the Millennium and before Christ’s Second Coming.     
       I have spoken to you in my last sermon on this passage, about the Abomination of Desolation, 
which was spoken of by the prophet Daniel.  I turned you to Daniel Chapter 9 and showed you how 
the Abomination of Desolation there related to the coming destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.   
But you need to know that there are two other references to the Abomination of Desolation 
mentioned in the book of Daniel, and they do not refer to the Destruction of Jerusalem.  The one in 
Daniel 8, verse 12 refers to Antiochus Epiphanes defilement of the Jewish temple, putting a statue 
of Jupiter Olympus in it.  And although the history of the Greek kingdom under Antiochus 
Epiphanes continues to be mentioned in chapters 11 and 12, and his setting up of the Abomination 
of Desolation is mentioned once again in Chapter 11, verse 31, by the time that you get down to 
verse 36 you find a different person being spoken of; a person who couldn’t possibly be Antiochus.  
You find a very good description of the Antichrist of the New Testament.  I think that what 
Jonathan Edwards says about this is very helpful.  He says: “The reconciliation of the difficulty (of 
these 3 references to the Abomination of Desolation) is in this, that they are all, mystically one and 
the same; for they are lively types of one another.”  “What is ultimately respected is that spoken of 
in the 12th of Daniel, which is accomplished in the days of Antichrist, of which the preceding are 
lively images.”   
       So, in closing, we need to understand here this afternoon that these Antichristian deceptions 
concerning Christ will continue down through this current time period of Church History until God 
Himself renders judgment upon them.  And so, as Jesus says in our text, you need to take heed. 
Your responsibility, as the saints of God, is to hold fast the truth of sound doctrine.  Part of sound 
doctrine is to rightly understand the doctrine of Christ and His Church.  For this has very much to 
do with the passage that we are studying this afternoon.  It is important for you to understand that 
these prophecies which are given to us here in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, are given to the 
whole Church of Jesus Christ as made up of Jews and Gentiles together.  Those persons who have 
believed, are all one Church in Jesus Christ, and we need to think together of God’s plans for all of 
us in the future.  The Church is one Church in Christ Jesus.   
       And so, we need to see that all of the promises given to ethnic and  national Israel will come to 
find their entire fulfillment in the Church of Jesus Christ.  There will be no separate plan for Israel 
from the Church.  Many of the Jews of that day had sought for salvation through their ceremonial 
works.  They thought that their hearing of the law and their circumcision were enough to have 
brought them into covenant with God.  But they were not.  Therefore, I have said to you that you 
ought to pray for the conversion of the Jews.  They are presently in a desolate condition because of 
their not believing in their true Messiah.  Their conversion to Christ will lead to their fulfillment; 
their being grafted back into the Church, as is spoken of in Romans Chapter 11, and so together in 
one Church we shall be brought into the time period of the Millennium, the beginning of the 
Church’s triumphant state.   
       The Millennium is the time before Christ’s Second Coming, a time within this present Church 
Age, in which the conversion of nations will take place, beginning with the Jews.  But this cannot 
come until the Abomination of Desolation is removed, the removal of the false system of Roman 
Catholicism and all of the false doctrines that it has spawned.  How can the Jews come to faith in 
Jesus Christ when they look at Roman Catholicism and see the idolatry which is taking place there?  
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How can they be converted if the gospel that is being preached to them is one of taking sacraments 
like the Mass, and saying that their own good works are necessary to be added to Christ’s perfect 
work, to have salvation?  But you and I have the true gospel, and we must attempt to tell them.  


