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Deuteronomy 6 and we're looking at verse 4. We'll read verses 4 through 9 and then go 
on down through, or we will bump ahead to verses 20 through 22. So an Old Testament 
passage that is very much addressed to fathers and we'll find our way to a number of New 
Testament passages that really affirm and actually give a great deal more color and a 
sense of completeness and fulfillment to God's admonition to all of us today, especially 
with regards to men and God's calling upon us as men.

Okay, so let's all get our wits together. This is Deuteronomy 6:4,

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 5 And thou shalt love 
the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might. 6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart: 7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 And 
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. 9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of 
thy house, and on thy gates.

Down to verse 20,

20 And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the 
testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our God 
hath commanded you? 21 Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were 
Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand: 22 And the LORD shewed signs and wonders, great and 
sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our 
eyes: 

I want to echo Brother Steven's observation of the kind of under-riding theme of our 
service so far and it's this matter of and I would say, I would say this sense of urgent 
prayer. Our song is about prayer, yes, but the notion of prayer is that you're calling out to 
God because you know turning to anybody else or calling out to any other object of faith 
or worship is pointless. In addition to that, though, there is an extra sense of abandonment 
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in this spiritual exercise of prayer that we have really been reminded of today. You know, 
an aspect of the children's choir number, right, part of it is it's cute, but the words, very 
simple but simply profound. "It's me, Lord, and I need your help now. O Lord, it's not the 
person behind me, it's not my little sister or my dad or whoever else that needs prayer the 
most, it's me. I sense it and I feel it deeply in my heart." And many of the other songs as 
well really bring this out, and that sentiment or that baseline attitude is the very context of 
the words that we just read. Moses, as the mouth of the Lord, is addressing the entire 
nation of Israel. In particular, we know he's addressing who? I'm sorry, he's addressing 
whom? Get my grammar right this morning. He's addressing dads, right? You saw that. 
Because this exhortation, he's commanding them and he says, "Now guys, you need to 
live in a way, carry yourselves and lead your families in a way where you are bringing up 
your children in this same kind of covenant relationship with their Creator covenant God, 
and the same kind of relationship that you have."

So dads are being addressed but also the background is that these very fathers that are 
being talked to are at a crossroads. Do you realize that? This is the second giving of the 
law. The first one was in Exodus and following. Why did God have to give it twice? 
Some of you know this, right? Because the first time they blew it. You know, the original 
recipients and hearers of that law-giving totally botched it for I guess a couple different 
levels of reasons and ultimately they refused to recognize that God was worthy of their 
abject devotion and fidelity and trust. Do you remember this? Is it all coming back to 
you? The Lord came to them and said, "Hey, I'm sending you into this Promised Land for 
you. It has everything that I have designed for your prospering and flourishing, and I've 
got it all planned for you." And they sent...these 10 out of 12 spies went in there and they 
came back with this negative report, "The land is great. The people are too big and too 
strong for us." And what were they implying when they said that? Let's just say it like it 
is. What were they implying? God's not big enough to carry out his plan, right? That's 
what they said. 

They refused to believe in who God had actually revealed himself to be to them and so 
now you have the next generation, that entire group, hundreds of thousands of them as 
fathers and grandfathers, they died in the desert and most, if not all of them, prematurely, 
and now their sons are here. This is the passage in Deuteronomy 6, their sons, the next 
generation are now being exhorted to do what? "Whatever you do, don't follow the 
example of your dads and granddads." So it is this critical time that they are on the 
precipice of really seeing who God truly is in his strength and his glory, and in addition to 
that, the invitation and arms of mercy that he extends out to a people that he is calling to 
himself saying, "I have abundant life for you. Come." And they have to decide whether 
they're going to take God at face value or to say, "No, you know, it really sounds too 
good to be true. You know, it just doesn't make sense that the one God out of the whole 
universe would actually want us. I mean, why would he do that?" You know, people to 
this day, they just get it so unreasonably complicated. They try to intellectualize 
themselves through faith and it never works. But these, these dads have the opportunity, 
they have the chance that is offered to them just as we do as well.
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So you see in verse 4 this invitation of great urgency, right? Verse 4 says, "Hear," or 
rather, "Listen, O Israel. Listen up now. This is your opportunity. Listen and give heed 
and realize that this is your once in your lifetime or once in eternity opportunity and make 
sure you hear what the Lord your God is saying to you." Now, what was the Lord saying? 
First of all and really it is the heading for the rest of the passage, we see it in verse 4, he 
says this, "The LORD our God," that is, the name of God Almighty that is Yahweh, "The 
LORD our God, he is one." Now, a lot of us know this passage very well and are quite 
familiar with it. The Jewish adherence of the Jewish religion to this day, this is really a 
cornerstone passage of their worship and of their practice as observing Jews, and so 
they're very familiar with it as well. But what's being said here is that there is only one 
God, but more specifically, there is to be only one object of your supreme and singular 
affection and loyalty. He has proven himself. He is worthy. He is most deserving of your 
worship, but also your trust. You can take his words and his promises all the way to the 
bank for your eternal destiny and your life's happiness here, your fulfillment. You can. 
This is what's being said here, "The LORD your God he is one." You are to ground the 
entirety of your living in such singular allegiance and affection and loyalty to him.

So that is an introduction and background, the rest is really a threefold command and as 
we work through the three aspects of the great "listen up," is what I call it, in Hebrew it's 
called the great, what? Anybody got this. You know this, some of you know it. It's the 
great Shema. That's the word "to listen or hear" in Hebrew. So we have a threefold 
command to this. I want us to understand this in light of the whole Bible, in light of the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and the New Testament. So the three clear planks of this 
mandate go like this: 1. Love like Christ. 2. Whatever you do, see Christ. 3. Lead like 
Christ. And this is God's exhortation to us, all of us as a church family, specifically the 
message is more accurately entitled than what's in the bulletin is, "Men who love and lead 
like Christ," and this is the admonition here that we see in Deuteronomy.

First of all, I draw your attention to verse 5. The first part of the commandment is to love 
God supremely. This is the priority commandment here. This is the bottom line mandate. 
It says, verse 5, "thou shalt," this is what you need to do, "thou shalt love the LORD thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might." First of all, we see 
the primacy of this command, the priority of it. This passage is a summation of God's 
expectation for them, and what's the whole essence to this. This is critical for any person 
that is seeking to understand the Bible, to be a genuine Christian, as well as perhaps 
you're here today and you're rather new to making sense of what is faith, genuine, 
legitimate, realistic faith in the God of the Bible. And this really makes no bones about 
the fact that what God is looking for and what he's after with us, is what? He wants what? 
He wants us to follow all these rules, right? No, verse 5, "What I want from you is your 
love and affection for me." This is all about the heart in a personal relationship with the, 
yes, that transcendent, that majestic, eternal, Almighty God, and yet the Bible doesn't say 
anything, a word at all if it doesn't tell us that that holy and, in one sense, unapproachable 
God desires to know you and I up close and personal. That's what the commandment is 
all about here and it's very clear that our highest single object of love, devotion and 
affection is to be this Creator and yet saving and covenant God.
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Turn with me to Matthew 10:37. Christ is answering a question here, well, I guess you 
wouldn't say that, right, looking at the context a little more closely. In other places in the 
Gospels, he answers a question with a similar answer as this, but what he says in verse 37 
and he is beckoning, he is summoning individuals to genuine discipleship, following after 
him, real belief in God and he says this in verse 37, "He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me." That's what Jesus says about how much a Christian is to 
love Christ. And he says, "and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me." And 
we'll stop our reading there. So how do we understand this? Whatever you do, don't come 
away from a passage like this and say, "Well, it's just hyperbole. He's just telling us that 
we need to love him a lot." Well, that is true but more specifically he's telling us to love 
him, what? I think it's plain and simple, isn't it? It's a comparative thought and 
exhortation here, right? We are to love him more than...a little muted there. More than 
everybody or anything. That is right.

And our Lord so knowingly and appropriately picks the two most plausible human 
possibilities for our affection is our closest family members, right, because the truth is, 
we are supposed to love them a whole lot, amen? We are, and the Bible has a whole lot 
else to say about that, but what Christ is saying and what he's summoning you and I to is 
a love for him that surpasses everything else. So a helpful test and question: think of that 
thing or that person honestly that means a great deal to you. I mean, a lot. You know, 
maybe it is a family member. Those of you with a young child, right? And it comes to 
you how much you love this dear one that God has given to you. Your spouse. I think 
oftentimes it can be a legitimate, this sounds weird, right? A legitimate downside to a 
good marriage. Now, we're not doing anything but admonish good marriages around 
here, right? Absolutely, but it's a very likely scenario and it does happen that in a good 
relationship with your spouse, the tendency can be for the supreme love of your life to be 
the husband or wife that you're married to.

Let's get a little more realistic, what are some of the other things that occupy our supreme 
affection? Different things for different ones of us. It could be a hobby for some. For 
some, it is vocational success. It is doing well and thriving in the work place to the point 
where it gets everybody's attention that you do your job really well. That can be your 
supreme love and the supreme object of your devotion. For others, it can be an interest 
that on the surface it looks like just something on the side, but when you dig down a little 
deeper, it's the thing that keeps you going in life; it's the activity and the satisfaction or 
meaning that it brings to you that makes life worth living another day. For some, that can 
be an escape like alcohol or lust. Let's be honest and transparent with ourselves that none 
of us are immune to the trap of so attaching ourselves to a desire, be it sexual or 
otherwise, that comes to rule our life and occupies this place of supreme devotion.

So we see the primacy of this command, we also see, and go with me now to Ephesians 
5, next we see that this kind of love has a way, if it is the supreme pursuit in our lives, it 
has a way of ministering or spreading life and wholeness to the rest of who we are, and 
what I mean by this is the fact that this kind of love for God enables our love for 
everything else we are to have a love for. Does that resonate with you today? The Bible is 
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very clear that, even going back to what Jesus said about, "If you're going to follow after 
me, you need to love me more than you love your husband. You need to love me more 
than you love your parents. More than your very own children. More than anybody else, a 
dearest friend in you relationships and in your life. You need to love me more than 
anything." And we didn't touch on it yet, but what did Jesus actually come out to say 
about this whole notion? He said if you don't, what? In contrast, contrasting our love for 
him with our love for anything else, a closest rival, if you will, what did he say? We 
know this. You know it. He says, "If you don't..." In fact, he says, "Compared to your 
love for me, if you don't hate your brother or sister, your family member, in comparison 
with your love for me and the over-riding supreme devotion and affection for me, your 
love for others needs to look, needs to pale in comparison." Indeed he says this. At the 
same time, if we have been laid hold of by Christ, incredible and unimaginable selfless 
love for us by submitting himself to go all the way to death and the grave and back for 
you and me because you were deserving of such an outpouring of God's wrath that was 
supposed to come down upon you and me, but if you've come to see that very act of love 
and the ultimate beauty and radiance of who Jesus is that drove him and energized him to 
come all the way down to the depths for you and I, if you have his love for you in your 
heart, then that will work. It will grow. This kind of love for him.

Now, the Bible is very clear, 1 John says it, if we love God, I'm going to really smooth 
over a little bit, there's a back and forth and a real clear argument for this in John's writing 
in 1 John when he says, "If you really love God, you will love your neighbor. You will 
love your brother. You will have that kind of appropriate and healthy and flourishing love 
for your son, for your daughter, for all the people in your life. In fact, you will because 
God's love through Christ has laid hold of you, you are motivated to live all of your life 
to love him and as you're loving him, a funny thing works its way out, you love the 
people in your life." And John says this. He says, "How can you say that you love God 
when you don't have love for your brother?" What's the flip side of that, and don't miss it? 
The flip side is if you do have such love for God, it will enable you to have such love for 
your family, for your neighbor.

Ephesians 5, I think we've all turned there except me. Ephesians, the fifth chapter and 
verse 21 and following says, "Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is 
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the 
body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it." We'll stop the reading there. So what is being told to us? 
Because of Christ's love for us, we can have the kind of selfless, undying, all-giving, and 
even sacrificial kind of love that our families and all the other people in our lives, not just 
for husbands and fathers but for all of us as men and women here, by the way today, but 
especially as men. Men are the ones that are being addressed here, the fact that because of 
Jesus' incredible compassion and no-holds barred love for us, then we're able to love, no 
matter who it is that's in our lives but especially without question the people that are 
closest to us; the people that have been bestowed to us as our stewardship and our 
responsibility. The love that Christ has for us enables us to so love.
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So that's the first point here, is to love like Christ. Christ loved the Father. A careful 
understanding of the Gospels bears this out and because of his love for the Father, we are 
able to as well because he came all the way down and did the very will of the Father in 
sacrificing his own blood for us. But secondly, we're to love like Christ, secondly, we 
also see and I won't take you back there because we've to stay here in Ephesians, I 
believe, or at least for a little bit, but the second thing is to and what is said in 
Deuteronomy 6:6 is that these words, do you remember this? I'm testing your knowledge 
of the passage. We should be quite familiar with it, he says, "These words which I'm 
giving you today shall be in your heart. You shall treasure them." You know, what words 
is he talking about? It's the very passage we read but properly understood it's the whole 
Bible that we're holding in our hands today. These words that God has gone through 
everything necessary to reveal himself to us, to show us who he really is, these are to 
mean everything to us. To say it this way, we are to ascribe ultimate value to his words. 
We see there in the passage that we're to give daily attention to this. We are to understand 
that this is the source of our spiritual life. If this whole thing that we call Christianity and 
the Gospel message is about a relationship with him, then you cannot know him and you 
cannot continue to maintain an ongoing back and forth without listening to him in his 
words. It cannot be done. It's precisely what Moses is talking about there in Deuteronomy 
6. He says, "These words shall be in your heart." Then he said, "Now, you are to take 
these words and you are to recognize the tendency of your heart and mind to give 
supreme and to give your over-riding preoccupation and attention to other things." So 
that's why he says, "What you do, you take these words and you put them out in front of 
you. You put them on your gates outside your house so that when you come and go, you 
see them and you're reminded of them." 

What else did he say? You put them...I do think this is hyperbolic, right? The Orthodox 
Jews to this day, they have these little boxes of Scripture that are Scripture statements 
that are inside that are out on their forehead. "They shall be as frontlets to your eyes." It 
should be right out there. What was he really saying? "You do whatever it takes to hear 
the words of God every day." And the truth is, as a father, as a husband, as a young man, 
there is no other path to eternal life and an ongoing, abundant, nourishing relationship 
with God without the ongoing input, the never-ending intake of God's very words. So 
there is daily attention, there is unapologetic attention. Proverbs 2:4, a dad is talking to 
his son here and he says, "Look, if you will seek her as," what? What's the "her"? It's the 
wisdom and instruction and the life from God's word, right? He says, "If you'll seek her 
as treasure," actually as silver, that's treasure, "and search for her as for hid treasure." 
What are we being told in Scripture there? Is that there is life there. There is a treasure to 
be had, to be taken into the very inner core part of you as a person, and if you do so, it 
will mean everything for your life and for your relationships and for the love that you are 
to have to provide and take care and protect your family, and everything else that would 
lead to ongoing flourishing in your life and in your community, in your church, in your 
family. All of it is to be had if, what? If you are willing to pay any price to know God 
through the Scripture. This is what we're being told.
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Now, it's daily attention, it's unapologetic attention. That is, no matter what you have to 
give up to do it and believe me, Christ, in fact, just minutes ago we looked at a passage in 
Matthew where Jesus said, "And by the way, if you're going to love me in this way, it 
will require," what? Absolutely. He says, in fact, "You're not going to make it. You won't 
follow me unless you're willing to take up your cross." Well, what does that mean? 
You're willing to die. You're willing to allow, not necessarily physical death but if it 
comes to that, the Bible is very clear, then real faith would stand in the face of that. But 
more commonly what we're talking about is being willing to let die all the other things 
that tend to mean more to us than Christ and then following him through his word.

So the next thing that I want us to see here as far as ascribing ultimate value to his words 
is this focused kind of attention. Are you still in Ephesians 5? This focused attention 
where we recognize that the Bible is not just here to give us a sense that we mean 
something to God, although that is part of the Bible message, or that it's a road map for 
how we can be considered and we can prove ourselves to be good people. That is not 
what the Bible is about and the objective motivation behind our intake of God's word 
cannot be centered around: how can I become a better person? Anybody want to disagree 
with that today? That's not the message of the Bible. It isn't. The message is that God has 
clearly determined that you and I are not good people and by our own living, by our own 
strength and efforts, we will never become better. Never. The message of Scripture and 
this is what you and I and somebody, if they're to become a genuine man of God, their 
attention as they give it to God's word in the Scriptures, is to be focused. What I mean is, 
is that your focused attention, your focus becomes to see Christ in every part of the Bible 
as he has given it to us. It all speaks of him, our need for him. The complete utter 
fulfillment and perfection of what he did to give us a righteousness that we could never 
earn or warrant or deserve on our own but he has done it all to live it and to earn it and to 
deserve it and the life that you and I were supposed to live, he lived it for us, and that is 
the focus of Scripture.

The last thing I want us to touch on and that what we will conclude with is we're told in 
the Deuteronomy passage and as we circle around and back to Ephesians 5, is the 
exhortation to lead like Christ. It's very clear that in verse 25, as we just read it, 
Ephesians 5:25, husbands are being told to love their wives. Husbands are being given 
the responsibility to be the head of the marriage relationship and of the family. This is 
unmistakable. It can't be debated. It can't be seen as culturally out-of-date. It is not 
something that can be understood in any other way. Husbands are given and granted this 
position of ultimate responsibility for the welfare of their wives and their families and if 
that's the case, the picture whereby we are to follow the example of what it really means 
to love and lead like Christ, that we do everything possible to protect and to provide for 
the woman and children that God providentially and sovereignly has placed under our 
care in leadership. And somebody says, "Well, you know, that just went out of vogue 
about 40 years ago and culturally it's unacceptable." Well, so is worshiping God is 
culturally out of style, following God, taking his words in the Bible seriously and 
faithfully, and the truth is, that God not only has called us to this, if you understand the 
passage and the rest of Scripture carefully, because of what Christ did, it makes it 
possible for you and I to follow his example to so lovingly lead. It's about sacrificial 
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leadership, recognizing where the family needs to go, how we need to take what God has 
given to us and how we need the specifics of what it means to follow God as a husband 
and wife and how many children that you have, or as you're older and have grown 
children or grandchildren. I understand that day to day ongoing responsibility of 
parenting is not the same and when they're out of the house, it's totally gone. At the same 
time, don't miss the point that for you to lead and live in a way where by your example 
you manifest, you demonstrate this selfless sacrificial love that Christ has for us.

Let's close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for your words to us. We thank you for the power of your Spirit  
to take what is clearly your blueprint and your heart, your desire for us, and the way that  
you have ordained and designed for families younger and older, for husbands, fathers, 
single men and young men, to live life in a way where we truly know and have your 
healing and your grace and your forgiveness and we're able to lead in a way because 
Jesus led the way clear for us. Lord, we ask that you would minister to our hearts, that 
you would speak specifically and clearly to the things that we need to be doing 
differently. We ask that you would summon us as the men of this assembly to love like 
Christ. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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