
 “The End”  (1 Samuel 31) 

• We come now to the battle at Gilboa in progress Vs.1 “Now - Philistines…were fighting 

against Israel.” 

• It’s a terribly dark & distressing story, u sense author loathes to tell it 

• In end there’s not much to report, except that  “the men of Israel fled from the 

Philistines & fell slain on Mount Gilboa (v.1b) 

I. Tragedy: Unwavering Resolve of God’s Servant (31:2) 

•   Jonathan is the first reported casualty on Mt Gilboa: vs 2 

• He surrendered his kingship to David (18:1-4); he sacrificed his life for Saul 

• Was it tragic when Jonathan laid aside a kingdom he could not have to enter a kingdom 

he could not lose. 

II. Truth: The Fulfillments of the Lord’s Threat (31:3-7) 

• In the heat of battle Saul pleads with his armor bearer to finish him off (v.4) 

•  Saul’s armor bearer won’t do it (4b) no doubt because he’s the Lord’s servant 

• Thus Saul plunges himself on his own sword and ends his life 

•  All this matters not only because it is sad but because it fulfils the Lord’s Word 

• Israel may fall on Gilboa, Saul on his sword, but-Word of the Lord will not fall 

• It is a dark time for kingdom of God, but God’s Word testifies this is His plan 

• If the Lord’s Word of judgment on Saul is true, so to is His promise to David 

III. Shame: Problem of the Lord’s Honor (31:8-10) 

•  The bodies of Saul and his sons are collected and mangled in triumph (v.8) 

•  Vs 8-10 reports of victory are sent back to the Philistine pagan temples 

• Saul’s body along with his sons are spiked to the walls of Beth-Shan (10b) 

• The message is clear (9b) the idols have won the day – the Lord is defeated!!! 

• God will allow even His name mocked & that is sad, but His truth will remain 

IV. Gratitude: Kindness of the Lord’s people (31: 11-13) 

• Residents of Jabesh Gilead ride all night, remember: how Saul delivered them 

• They take Saul & his sons bodies and give them a proper burial 

• Proper burial & fasting was in order (13b). It was a debt of gratitude. 


