
   - 9 

© 2015 by Russ Kennedy All rights reserved. 

Marks of a Commendable Ministry 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
The great composer, Mussorgsky, attended an art exhibition. There on display were paintings 
by both promising and established artists. As he wandered from painting to painting, several 
stirred him. He began to think, “What would this painting sound like in music?” He went home 
and composed what we now know as that great symphonic piece called simply Pictures at an 
Exhibition. Each piece represents one the paintings and evokes the images of that painting in 
glorious music. 

These paragraphs do the same for ministry. Using three images, Paul captures in three word 
pictures, the essence of a Biblical ministry. 

The church was born through faithful preaching. 
The church was nurtured through faithful pastoring. 

 

A	Faithful	Steward	 (v.1‐6)	
The first mark of a Biblical ministry is faithfulness. This is a word we must constantly stress 
today. In day when success is man’s measure of a minister, we must remind ourselves that 
God measures a man’s or woman’s faithfulness. 

1 For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2 But 
though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you 
know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of 
much conflict. 3 For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt 
to deceive, 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gos‐
pel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we 
never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is 
witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, 
though we could have made demands as apostles of Christ.  

Boldness	in	Opposition	 (v.1‐2[3])	

He had been opposed before coming to Thessalonica. Yet he continued to preach with bold-
ness and confidence. 

But he faced opposition there. Paul uses a word that would evoke an athletic contest. It 
provides an interesting perspective on preaching does it not? Notice the characteristics of 
opposition faced by Biblical ministry. This opposition wrongly charges of: 

Error in doctrine. The word can refer to perversion (in the sense of something turned 
from its normal use), speculation, improper reasoning or simply untruth.  

Wrong motives. How often the preacher of the Word has his motives wrongly judged. 

Deceit or attempting to trick the congregation. The idea here is of baiting a trap. The 
pastor may be wrongly accused through his Biblical arguing of simply entrapping 
people by logic and reason. 

Trying to please people with flattery. Pastors, in trying to be gentle in their care for 
people, may be accused of replacing communication with manipulation. 
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Using the ministry as a pretext for greed. In our day of the popular health and wealth 
gospel, this attack is sometimes leveled at all pastors based on the obvious evidence 
of a few. 

But sadly, many pastor-elders stand rightly to these charges. There certainly are elders in 
churches, particularly vocational pastors, who preach error. There are those who preach the 
truth from wrong motives. There are others whose positions may not be Biblical, but do use 
specious argument to prove a fraudulent position. How many pastors, in this day of self-
centered, man-focused, felt needs ministries, are prone to a form if not to actual flattery—
to the speaking what one wants to hear and what one already thinks of oneself to gain af-
firmation and  acceptance. Those who have given up much in terms of the world’s wealth 
to minister the gospel so often suffer because of the brazen greed and flaunted wealth of 
some so-called ministers of the cross. 

Integrity	in	Preaching	 (v.3‐5)	

Paul preached the way he did because of his commitment to integrity. 
3 For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we never 
came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is wit‐
ness.  

Like Paul, we must make the gospel central in Biblical ministry. 

We are to speak the gospel with boldness (v.2). 

We have been approved to receive the gospel as a trust (stewardship) (v.4). 

We are to impart the gospel within the context of a sacrificial life (v.8). 

We are to proclaim the gospel, that is, to announce it with authority (v.9). 

Since the gospel message is central, then integrity is demanded in the manner and method 
of our ministry. 

They preached with earnestness in their appeal—there was a sense of urgency and confi-
dence, because they were being honest and even-handed with the text and the truth. Verses 
3 and 4 portray that contrast. In spite of what they were being accused of doing (v.3), they 
were preaching as ones who had been approved by God and had been given something 
valuable to guard and share. They spoke with confidence and courage because they were 
not adjusting the message for the audience to please them, but in the fear of the Lord, 
preaching the Word in the presence of the God who examines not only what they say, but 
why they say it. 

Paul points out that the congregation was witness to the externals while God was a witness 
to the internals. This is the standard we must all use when gauging the integrity of the min-
ister. 

Humility	in	Office	 (v.6)	

Paul came to them as an apostle. This gave him both rights and authority, particularly, once 
they were converted and were being discipled.  Your elders come as pastors and preachers 
with authority. But it is never an authority that is personal nor absolute. It is relational to 
the Word and defined by the Word. 
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There is a deep sense of ministerial humility that is a needed corrective in two areas of 
abuse. 

Praise how easy it is to transform the preaching of the cross into opportunity for 
self-promotion and praise. The true pastor is not looking for the praise or 
glory that men give, but that which God gives. 

Power how titles and pomp and prestige and power have soiled men’s souls in the 
ministry. The true pastor is one who, having authority, does not assert it on 
his own behalf. 

So a faithful ministering as an elder-pastor is not man-pleasing, wealth building nor self-seek-
ing. It is marked by boldness, integrity and humility. 

Verse 7 opens by making the connection. “We did not operate from a position of power, but 
one of care and nurture.”  

A	Caring	Mother	 (v.7‐9)	
The second mark of a Biblical ministry is gentleness. This opens a whole view of Paul’s minis-
try we do not often associate with Paul. Yet it is common for him to view his ministry this 
way. 

7 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own chil‐
dren. 8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to 
us.  

9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.  

Tender	in	Care	 (v.7)	

The illustration builds a model for ministry. All the images here are meant to evoke a sense 
of tenderness and nurture. A Biblical ministry must have its nurturing, encouraging side. 
As we will see, this is not all that a ministry must be, but it is necessary. The tender nurtur-
ing care is with its infants and children. In fact, there may even be an allusion to the simple 
or mentally handicapped. Because infants and babes in Christ are fragile, then we need to 
nurture them in tender care. 

Loving	in	Sacrifice	 (v.8)	

The focus is on how relationships motivate to sacrifice. It brings great pleasure and delight 
to one who loves his congregation to not only to share the gospel but to sacrifice his life. In 
fact, this becomes the measure of that love and tender care. This is the acid test: does this 
elder who says he loves us actually impart to us the gospel and is he pouring out his life for 
us. 

Continual	in	Labor	 (v.9)	

How did they know that Paul was this to them? He had come and labored as a tent-maker 
so as not to be a financial burden to them. He labored all the time for his daily bread and 
their spiritual good. He sacrificed his right to be supported while investing every waking 
moment as a single person for the proclamation of the gospel. 

This standard we may hold in principle, but not to all in practice. Many (if not most) elders 
will be married with the qualifying responsibilities that go with it. But it does mean that 
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ministry may be measured by the effort that goes into it. Too many vocational elders have 
carved out a nice living for themselves. May God preserve us from the rot of laziness that 
infects too much of the ministry. And may God deliver us from the misguided frenetic ac-
tivity that too often passes for Biblical ministry. 

May we continually labor in loving sacrifice to tenderly nurture and care for the spiritual 
infants and children in our congregations. 

But he goes on to paint one more image—one that relates more to those who have reached 
some maturity in growth. 

A	Concerned	Father	 (v.10‐12)	
The last mark of a Biblical ministry is holiness. The elders of the church must have a life marked 
by the grace of holiness.  

10 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our 
conduct toward you believers. 11 For you know how, like a father with his children, 
12 we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a 
manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 

Holy	in	Behavior	 (v.10)	

The conduct of the elder-pastors must be: 

Holy Men whose devotion to and delight in God perfumes their life and 
behavior with purity and holiness.  

Right(eous) The implication is that of being innocent. He may stand accused, but 
he has been found innocent by God. 

Without fault The word refers to one being blameless. We understand this word 
today. The ministers of the gospel may well be involved in the 
crashes and messes of life, but they will be without fault as to their 
cause. 

These words are very close in meaning. The cadence of their repetition is meant to set the 
elders to marching to the tune of holiness. These words are adverbs to describe their behav-
ior and conduct towards believers. 

Personal	in	Ministry	 (v.11)	

This verse actually turns on how fathers, because it is their own children they are dealing 
with, are very personal in their correction, instruction and encouragement. You very well 
know that there is a big difference in how you treat your own children in this matter. It 
makes a big difference to me as a pastor that you are the children I am responsible for. 

Again we have a repetition of three things attempting to convey a ministry which is en-
gaged with believers to powerfully urge them on. We have turned these verbs of action into 
adjectives of feeling. The Bible consistently sees encouragement, not in modern terms of 
making you feel better, but rather as an action to stimulate your will. Do you sense the urgency 
of these words?  

So, what is so important to a Biblical ministry that urgency characterizes its exhortation and 
encouragement? 
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Worthy	in	Purpose	 (v.12)	

A Biblical ministry is pressing upon people the necessity to live lives worthy of the God 
who has divinely summoned them to share in His Kingdom and Glory. Here is an elevating 
motive for godly living. Are we living worthy of God? Is every facet of our lives worthy of 
the kingdom and glory of God? 

Why is it that we are to live worthy of a God who has called to His own kingdom and glory? 

Kingdom As the king He has the right to determine what conduct and behavior 
is worthy of Him. It is a KINGDOM into which we have been 
brought and born. And it is God’s OWN kingdom.  

Glory Here is the standard of that King and kingdom. We are to live lives 
that are worthy of magnifying the worth and value of God.  

I know that this may just sound like lofty words. It is possible to hear this with inner affir-
mation that never becomes holy living. So, I must urge you to reflect on yourself and your 
station in life. We know what it means to measure up to something. We all try to measure 
up to standards at work, to expectations at home. It is a mark of our sinfulness that we can 
well know what it means to measure up the glory of God in the Kingdom of God and simply 
go on living as we please. 

 

Reflect	and	Respond	

How we need faithfulness in ministry today. We need elders who, in spite of opposition and 
false accusation, will preach the Word boldly and with authority. We need ministry which is 
not simply sucking up to Christians, which handles the Word even-handily and has a deep 
concern for personal holiness in the light of the Kingdom and glory of God. 

Biblical ministry must flow out of a deep love and affection for the congregation which is 
measured by the commitment to impart the Word and sacrifice one’s life. Personality may 
differ. So it is wrong to measure the love of the elder for the church based on some static 
personality type. In the long run, the only way you know if someone truly loves you is in 
submission or sacrifice. Will they live to serve you and will they give up their lives for you. 

One warning that we must heed from the images of this passage. If we simply become doting 
mothers and pampering fathers in ministry we will rear spoiled, self-centered and disobedi-
ent children in the faith. 

Ministry will treat people in different stages of Christian maturity differently. Babes and chil-
dren in Christ will be nurtured and cared for with tenderness and long patience. But Chris-
tians who ought to be and are growing in maturity, will be exhorted and encouraged with 
increasing urgency to live as they ought to live. This is so obvious to us in the physical realm 
it is astonishing that we miss it in the spiritual. It is right for us to tenderly care for and nurture 
and be very patient with our tiny babies. But we had better be telling our teens and adults to 
get on with it. 

Are you living a life worthy of God? What if God were to publicly display exactly what you 
are thinking now? Would that embarrass you just on human terms? Do you measure up to 
God’s standard?  

Does it even matter to you? Loved ones, if it really, in your heart of hearts, does not matter 
enough to you to make a change, then I fear for the state of your soul. 
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