
Acts 25:1-12 (WCF 23:4)  “An Appeal to Caesar”

For the Children: Sometimes, when siblings have an argument they can’t settle by themselves, they appeal to mum or 
dad.  They each tell their side of it, and wait to hear who’s in the right and who’s in the wrong.  Perhaps they wait to see 
if one or the other will be punished.  Why is this done?  Because one or both of the children want to see justice done. 
They want to see justice done by those God has set over them.  God’s children want to see true justice done, the justice 
of which the Lord approves.  They hate to see people going against God’s justice.  Questions: Why did God want Paul 
to experience justice from the Romans?  How can we give a good witness to the Lord Jesus when we are in trouble? 
How should we behave toward those who are placed in authority over us?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Apostle Honours the State Authorities
• Respectful Behaviour: Paul shows a respectful manner when speaking to the Sanhedrin (based on Ex. 22:28) 

and to the Roman authorities.  See 221:1, 23:3-5, 26:25.  He is also willing to submit to legal processes and 
laws, both of the Jews and the Romans (Acts 25:8 and 11).  This is a witness to Festus that the Gospel upholds 
State justice.  WCF 23:4 makes this point, citing Rom. 13:1ff, Titus 3:1 and 1 Pet. 2:13-16.  In addition to 
showing respect and obedience, it adds prayer for rulers (1 Tim. 2:1-2) and paying of taxes and dues.  1 Pet. 
2:15 shows that this is an important part of Christian witness

• Witness to the Gospel: When we honour the authorities, we do so because God requires it and He is the One 
who appoints people over us in His Providence.  This is what is meant by obeying for “conscience’ sake” 
(Rom. 13:5) or “the Lord’s sake” (1 Pet. 2:13).  Paul had an added aspect to his witness to Festus: he was 
bowing to God’s stated purpose of using him to bring the Gospel to the Gentiles, even to Rome (Acts 1:8, 9:15, 
23:11.  We should not fear persecution unduly, but see it as an opportunity for witness!

• No Exemption: Paul is an apostle, but he is not exempted from obeying the authorities.  This is despite the fact 
that they were generally not believers.  The Church cannot overrule the State in its sphere – “in their 
dominions” (WCF 23:4).  Nor does Paul seek such an exemption.  He is willing to submit to the law, even if he 
has to die as a result

Second Point: There Are Limits to That Honour
• An Unlawful Use of the Law: What should a believer do when we face unlawful prosecution?  That is what 

Paul faced, because both Felix and Festus tried to show favour to the Jews.  Felix sat on the case for over 2 
years, and Festus was willing to move the trial to Jerusalem, contrary to Roman law (v. 10).  Both knew Paul 
was innocent and should have released him.  See 25:19 and 26:32.  Paul does not simply submit to unlawful 
behavior.  He resists falling into the hands of the Jews – who wish to murder him; and he therefore tries to 
avoid being moved back to Jerusalem.  This is a witness against injustice

• Calling the Authorities to Account: The apostle also calls Festus to account for his wrong actions.  He points 
out that Festus knows he is innocent (v. 10).  In v.11, he makes it clear he wants no favouritism, the very thing 
Festus was displaying.  The believer should be respectful and careful in rebuking authorities, as Paul was here. 
This is a witness to God’s love of true justice

• Using the System: Not only is Paul not above the law, he’s willing to use it in a just way to defend himself.  He 
cites Roman law in v. 10 to prevent the trial moving to Jerusalem, and to appeal to Caesar in v. 11.  A Roman 
citizen could appeal to Caesar if he felt a lesser court were biased.  See also 22:25.  This, too, reflects God’s 
love of true justice

• Accepting Responsibility: Paul is willing to take the consequences if found guilty of wrongdoing.  This also 
shows submission to God’s purpose for civil authorities 

•  The Overarching Purpose: All of this is a witness to the Gospel, to Christ: His plan for Paul and the Gospel, 
His purpose in establishing authorities, His hatred of evil and His love of true justice

Conclusion:


