
The Principles of 
Christian Religion

A Study through the Baptist 
Catechism using Benjamin 

Beddome’s Scriptural Exposition



Outline of the BC

I. Introductory Questions: 1-6

II. What We are to Believe: 7-43

III. What Duty God Requires: 44-114
A. The Law and our Inability:44-89

B. The Gospel and the Means of Grace: 
90-114



Question and Answer 20
Q. 20: Into what estate did the fall bring 
mankind? 
A. The fall brought mankind into an 
estate of sin and misery.1

1 Romans 5:12



Question and Answer 21
Q. 21: Wherein consists the sinfulness 
of that estate whereinto man fell?
A. The sinfulness of that estate 
whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt 
of Adam’s first sin, the want of original 
righteousness, and the corruption of his 
whole nature, which is commonly 
called original sin; together with all 
actual transgressions which proceed 
from it.1
1 Rom. 5:12, to the end; Eph.2:1-3; Jms. 1:14-15; Mat. 



Question and Answer 21 
1. The Guilt of Adam’s First Sin

– Adam’s sin has brought all mankind 
into a state of guilt (Rom. 3:9).

– This appears in the case of those who 
never committed actual sin (Rom. 
5:14).

• What does this verse mean?
– It is usual for God thus to impute the 

sins of the fathers to the children (Exo. 
20:5).

– He is just in doing so (John 7:18).
• What of verses like Deut  24:16?



Question and Answer 21 
• Excursus: What does it mean for God to 

“visit the iniquities of the fathers on the 
children”?
– Three Considerations from Edward Payson:

• “That this passage has no reference whatsoever, 
to God’s treatment of mankind, in a future 
state.”

• “That God never visits children even with 
temporal judgments for the sins of their 
parents, unless they imitate, and thus justify 
their parents’ offences.” (later, “one apparent 
exception”)

• “That our text describes God’s method of 
proceeding with nations, and civil or 

l i ti l iti  th  th  ith 



Question and Answer 21 
• Excursus: What does it mean for God 

to “visit the iniquities of the fathers 
on the children”?
– With all due respect to Mr. Beddome, I 

do not think Scripture teaches that it is 
“usual for God thus to impute the sins of 
the fathers to the children.”

• Such imputation of guilt/righteousness 
applies only with divinely-appointed 
covenant heads.

• Exod. 20:15 is talking about something else 
entirely.



Question and Answer 21 
2. The Want of Original Righteousness

– Sin has deprived us of our original 
righteousness (Isa. 46:12).

– There are no remains of it (Rom. 7:18).
– We are thereby incapacitated for duty 

(ibid.).
• Total Inability

– And estranged from it (Ezek. 14:5).



Question and Answer 21 
3. The Corruption of Man’s Whole 

Nature
– The nature of man is defiled by the fall 

(Isa. 64:6).
• Total Depravity vs. Absolute Depravity

– This defilement extends to both the 
inward and outward man (2 Cor. 7:1).

– It extends to all the faculties of the 
inward man (Tit. 1:15).

– And to all the members of the outward 
man (Rom. 6:19).



Question and Answer 21 
3. The Corruption of Man’s Whole 

Nature
– We now commit sins naturally (Job 

15:16).
– And delight in it (Job 20:12).
– This is the case of little children (Pro. 

22:15).
– And of all mankind (1 John 5:19).
– Corrupt nature is contrary to the being 

and perfections of God (Rom. 8:7).
– And to the law of God (ibid.).

       



Question and Answer 22
Q. 22: What is the misery of that estate 
whereinto man fell? 
A. All mankind by their fall lost 
communion with God,1 are under His 
wrath and curse,2 and so made liable to 
all miseries in this life, to death itself, 
and to the pains of hell for ever.3

1 Genesis 3:8,10,24
2 Ephesians 2:2,3; Galatians 3:10
3 Lamentations 3:39; Romans 6:23; Matthew 

25:41,46



Question and Answer 22 
1. Lost Communion with God

– Fallen man is rendered unworthy of 
communion with God (2 Cor. 6:14).

– And unfit for it (Amos 3:3).
– And he is excluded from it (Isa.59:2).
– But this breach may be repaired (Eph. 

2:13).



Question and Answer 22 
2. Under God’s Wrath

– Fallen man is under God’s wrath (Eph. 
2:3).

– This wrath will certainly find out those 
who are the subjects of it (Ezra 9:14).

– It is therefore a dreadful thing to be 
exposed to it (Nah. 1:6).

– And the saints are sensible that it is so 
(Psa. 38:1).



Question and Answer 22 
3. Under God’s Curse

– Fallen man is under God’s curse (Eph. 
3:11).

– There is a curse upon the bodies of the 
wicked (Psa. 109:18).

– And upon their labors (Hag. 1:9).
– And upon their families (Pro. 3:33).
– And upon their enjoyments (Mal. 2:2).
– This curse extends to sinners of every 

degree (Zech. 5:3).



Question and Answer 22 
4. Liable to All Miseries in this Life

a. Fallen men are subject to many internal 
and spiritual evils (Jer. 4:18).

• They are subject to the tyranny of Satan 
(Eph. 2:2).

• And to judicial blindness (Rom. 11:8).
• And to hardness of heart (1 Tim. 4:2).
• And to vile affections (Rom. 1:26).
• And to strong delusions (2 Thess 2:11).
• And to great distress and perplexity of 

mind (Job 27:20).



Question and Answer 22 
4. Liable to All Miseries in this Life

b. Fallen man is subject to many external 
evils (Psa. 32:10).

• He is exposed to bodily diseases (Deut. 
28:22).

• And to toil and labor (Gen. 3:19).
• And to crosses and disappointments(Mal. 

1:4).
• And to contempt and reproach (Deut. 

28:37).
• All this is a sad inheritance from our first 

parents (Job 5:7).



Question and Answer 22 
5. Liable to Death Itself

– All mankind are by the fall become 
liable to death (Rom. 6:23).

– Sin makes death terrible (1 Cor. 15:56).
– And that even to the saints (Heb. 2:15).



Question and Answer 22 
6. Liable to the Pains of Hell for Ever

– We have by sin forfeited the happiness 
of heaven (Psa. 5:5).

– And incurred the pains of hell (Psa. 
55:15).

– And those pains are everlasting (2 
Thess. 1:9).

– And this is the due dessert of sin (2 
Thess. 1:6).
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