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           Amnon Violates Tamar 

 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 1                          Hymn Insert-  Blessed Be Your Name 

1st Scripture:  1 Kings 21:1-16                 Hymn Insert-  Speak O Lord 

2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 13:1-22            Hymn #26-  Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 

 

Introduction: 

 After confronting David with his sin, Nathan had pronounced the following judgment 

upon David, "Thus says the Lord: 'Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own 

house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall 

lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.  For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before 

all Israel, before the sun.'" 

 This morning, a root of contention will spring up in David's house, which will ultimately 

lead to the fulfillment of this prophecy.   

 

I.  Amnon Violates Tamar 

 "After this [at some point after God had graciously given David and Israel a great victory 

over the Ammonites] Absalom the son of David had a lovely sister, whose name was Tamar; and 

Amnon the son of David loved her" (vs. 1). 

 As we have seen in the past, David had several wives, and one of the many practical 

problems with this reality, was that it could potentially create inordinate lust, among the children, 

who, while sharing a common father, had different mothers.  Amnon, the oldest son of David, 

was the offspring of David, and his first wife Ahinoam, the Jezreelitess.  Absalom and Tamar, 

were both the offspring of David, and his third wife, Maacah.  And so, Tamar was Amnon's half 

sister, since they had the same father, but different mothers.  This especially opened the occasion 

for an incestuous desire to take root in the heart of Amnon.   

 And so, here we are told that Tamar was "lovely"; she was beautiful to behold and 

probably virtuous in various respects.  And we are told that Amnon loved her.  He was 

enraptured by her beauty, and he desired her, in an intimate sense.   

 "Amnon was so distressed over his sister Tamar that he became sick; for she was a virgin.  

And it was improper for Amnon to do anything to her" (vs. 2). 
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 Very clearly then, Amnon had lusted after Tamar, and he had indulged those lusts to the 

point that he obsessed over her, and made himself sick.  And because she was a virgin, access to 

her, would have been very limited, leaving him no opportunity to pursue her.  Virgins were kept 

in private chambers, away from all men, even family members, for the most part.  And so, 

having entertained forbidden lusts, Amnon was a prisoner of his own idolatry, and he became 

sick, when he was prevented from bowing the knee to his own uncontrollable, fleshly urges.   

 And friends, see again, the power of sin and temptation.  See how a little circling of the 

"Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil," can blind us to moral truths and expectant 

consequences, leading us to cast ourselves headlong into gross sin.  We have already seen it 

happen with David, when he beheld Bathsheba from the palace roof.  He lost all moral bearing; 

his connection and closeness to God was severed, and he ran headlong into gross immorality and 

a heap of weighty sins.  And now, his son, Amnon, has fed and nurtured a lust; a forbidden 

desire, unto the point that he is aching to relieve it, with no concern for the will of God, and the 

consequences of pursuing such an ungodly desire.  He now rages, over something that once 

could have been more easily clipped at the root, or nipped in the bud.  He has looked upon his 

sister in an inordinate way.  He has pondered her beauty in an unlawful way, and rather than 

guard his heart; rather than carry his desire over to the law of God, so that he could dispense with 

it early, upon seeing the evil for what it was, he traveled into forbidden waters, and he began to 

entertain it.  He began to feed the lust!  He allowed his imagination to run wild.  He bought into 

all of the cloaked promises of the evil one.  "Yes, she is your sister, but a little look, here and 

there, will do no harm.  Oh, you can look, but you cannot touch.  You can enjoy yourself at a 

safe distance.  It's ok.  Well, wait a minute, would it really be that bad, if you took her for your 

own pleasures?  She is not your full sister; she has a different mother.  Other nations allow for 

this.  Is it really that wrong, if you truly love her?  What if she is the only one?  She is just so 

beautiful, and look at the way she does this and that.  She's perfect for you.  She can bring you 

perfect happiness, what you've always wanted!  You have just got to have her!  But, 

unfortunately, you can't.  Oh, but what if somehow you could?...etc." 

 You see, friends, this kind of a "distress," which plagued Amnon; which made him sick, 

was not something that just immediately came upon him.  This was something that grew and 

grew; he fed it, like a parasite, and now he was lost in it!  She became his idol!  His own lusts 
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became his idol!  And now there was no turning back.  There was no "joy of the Lord," or a well 

sustained walk with Christ!  This was his god!  And this was the beginning of his downfall! 

 Again, brethren, don't we see the urgent call of God, upon our souls, charging us to "keep 

our hearts?"  Though not limited to this area, can we not see how sexual lust has been the 

downfall of many, compelling us to guard our weak, frail and naturally wayward hearts, in 

Christ?  Did not the strongest man in the world, Samson, stumble at this point, leading to his 

great downfall?  Did not the wisest man in the world, Solomon, stumble at this point, leading to 

his great downfall?  Did not the "man after God's own heart," David, stumble right here at this 

point?  And did not numerous people; godly people, throughout all ages, stumble at this point, 

entertaining a little lust, unto a heap of evil, bringing reproach to the name of Christ?  And who 

are you, and who am I, brethren, that we should think for a moment, that we are untouchable in 

this regard, when so many strong and so many wise, have fallen here?  We must be constant 

beggars, at the throne of grace; we must consistently set a guard over our frail hearts; we must 

maintain a fervent and close walk with Christ; we must watch and pray, and steer clear of 

 any remnant of a cliff, that puffs a single breath into any potential lust!  Lust is a power, 

far beyond our own strength; a power, which can only be weakened, by a consistent, faithful 

walk with Christ!  Christ must be so precious to us, and so dear to our hearts, that every form of 

immorality can be seen for the lying, deceptive, gross evil, that it really is!  Only the lens of 

Christ's love can enable us to see it for what it is, so that we might immediately avoid it, at all 

costs, when it enters our radar of temptation! 

 Those of you who are single, guard your hearts!  Don't entertain forbidden lusts for even 

a moment!  Avoid the unequal yoke at all costs, and wait upon the Lord, for a spouse, who 

breathes air from the Kingdom of God, in Christ!  Don't settle for anything less, or you will 

pierce yourself through with many sorrows, and life-long regret! 

 Amnon was already lost in his idolatrous lust, and now, at the behest of very poor 

counsel, his body will go, where his ungodly heart, had already resided.  And the consequences, 

for a few moments of pleasure and release, will be eternally devastating!  [Read verses 3-5]     

 Here again, brethren, we are given that biblical caution, in a "real life" illustrative form, 

calling us to surround ourselves with the godly and wise.  Amnon's cousin, Jonadab, we are told, 

"was a very crafty man."  What a sad reality it is, when we have to guard our children from even 

their own extended family members, but historical realities like this, present us with the warrant.  
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Jonadab was very crafty.  He was a man, who was clearly, very much acquainted with making 

use of the ungodly art of deception.  He knew how to play the game, how to manipulate, how to 

move things along, in such a way, that he could get his way, at whatever the cost.  Were he 

tamed by the Spirit of God, he could probably have been very useful for the kingdom of God, but 

his natural skill of "wisdom," was "craftiness," because he used it for sinful gain.    

 And Amnon was his friend.  Amnon chose to surround himself with the counsel of this 

ungodly character, which again, will lead to his demise.  Young people, be careful with whom 

you choose to surround yourself.  Line your close friends up with the Scriptures.  See if you are 

standing in the path of the unrighteous and deceptive, and make any necessary adjustments, that 

would aid you in the path of life.  Here, Jonadab presents Amnon with a way of getting close to 

Tamar; he opens up a portal through the divinely ordained barrier, so that he could freely 

exercise the desire of his lusts, toward his half sister.  He is to fake an illness; to pretend to be 

sick and in bed, so that he can lure Tamar to his bed chamber, by requesting her personal, 

nurturing care, from their father, David.  And indeed, he does this.  And David grants Amnon's 

request, and sends Tamar to care for him, so that she might prepare a meal for him, and tend to 

his physical needs, during his supposed time of suffering. 

 And so, Tamar prepares a few cakes for Amnon, but when she puts them out before him, 

he refuses to eat, preparing to lure her into his bed chamber, where he would seek to lie with her.  

First, he orders all of the other servants to leave the area, and then he asks Tamar to bring the 

food into his bedroom, where he could eat from her hand (vs. 10).  And it is here, that he will 

make his move. 

  

 "Now when she had brought [the cakes] to him to eat, he took hold of her and said to her, 

'Come, lie with me, my sister" (vs. 11). 

 Laying hold of her, he forced himself upon her, having no shame for the evil that he was 

pursuing.  He even calls her, "my sister," evidencing the fact that he had no concern for the way 

in which he was breaking God's law, in this act of incest.  And she responds in turn, attempting 

to open his eyes to the extreme evil of the thing.  Notice in verse 12, we are told, "But she 

answered him, 'No my brother, do not force me, for no such thing should be done in Israel.  Do 

not do this disgraceful thing.'"  For a man to force a woman in this way, was terrible enough, but 

for a brother to actually force his sister, in this regard, was unthinkable.  It was unheard of in 
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Israel, and full of disgrace.  And furthermore, for such a thing to happen to a virgin, would have 

devastating consequences for the "now violated" virgin.  She would be ruined and unweddable, 

outside of marrying the man, who had violated her!  But, in this case, her brother would be the 

one ruining her!  Notice, in verse 13, "And I, where could I take my shame?  And as for you, you 

would be like one of the fools in Israel."  Doing this thing, would greatly tarnish Amnon's own 

reputation.  What would people think of the man, who had forcefully violated his own sister?! 

 And then, as if to buy enough time, to get away from Amnon, Tamar attempts to appease 

his uncontrollable, lustful drive, by leaving the possibility for an open door, by implying that the 

king might however allow it, if Amnon asks him.  In truth, she knows that there is no way that 

David would approve, nor would she want him to approve, but if she could give Amnon the 

impression that it was yet possible, she could at least get away from the grip that he presently 

had on her.  And surely, he would never come within arms length of her, ever again.  Notice, in 

the remainder of verse 13, she says, "Now therefore, please speak to the king; for he will not 

withhold me from you."  "Amnon, don't do it this way!  This can still work out, but get the king's 

permission.  He will not turn you down."  Again, Tamar was attempting to get out of the 

immediate dilemma, recognizing that the only way to do that, could be to offer a path that might 

appease his uncontrollable lust.  However, Amnon obviously wasn't buying it...or at least, his 

inflamed urge was too far over the edge, to wait even a moment longer.  And so, we are told in 

verse 14, "However, he would not heed her voice; and being stronger than she, he forced her and 

lay with her." 

 The damage was done, and irreparable.  Amnon had relieved himself, and in that few 

moments of relief, he had now wrecked the life of Tamar.  Moments of pleasure, put a world of 

hurt on his sister.  And so, as she now lie there, violated, broken, defiled, and with tears strolling 

down her face; as he looked upon the shame of his actions, having fulfilled his wicked lust 

without the consent of Tamar, he no doubt, began to be weighed down with a heaping sense of 

guilt.  Only, rather than being broken by that guilt himself; rather than being the rightful target of 

the fruit of his own evil, he transferred all of the guilt to her, and he hated her!  His selfishness 

did not end with violating his sister.  It continued beyond that, aggravating the great insult of his 

sin, pouring salt on Tamara's fresh wounds!  He coveted the pleasure, but wanted nothing 

whatsoever to do with the guilt that followed.  [Read verses 15-19] 
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 Oh brethren, behold yet again, another revealing display of the great evil of sin.  How 

wickedly self-absorbed, and unconcerned for the welfare of others, sin makes us!  It is the very 

breaking down of love.  It is to exercise hatred toward God and others; the breaking of God's 

Moral Law!  Sin is concerned for one person, and one person only, me, and my sinful, wicked 

desires!  And brethren, that Amnon is in us; that we could cast someone into a world of hurt, 

with permanent scars, for a few moments of personal pleasure, is beyond wicked and disgusting, 

isn't it?  And that the eternal God of all things in existence; that our pure and holy and righteous 

God, would send His Son to die for a people like us; for a people with this type of a wretched 

infection, is simply incomprehensible!  And look at the end result of Tamar.  You hear no more 

about her (as far as I can recall?), but these words at the end of verse 20, "So Tamar remained 

desolate in her brother Absalom's house."  She was ruined; set to be a virgin for life, permanently 

bearing the scars of her brother Amnon's few moments of pleasure...desolate, barren, empty!  No 

husband, no children, just under the care of her brother Absalom.  All for what?  Let the sin of 

Adam; let the reality of our natural infection, sober us all, brethren!  And let it put us on our 

faces, before the Christ, who has saved us from it, and who is in the process of conforming us 

into His glorious image!  And let us ever beware of the natural part of us, which would fail to 

rightly deal with our sins, by seeking to deceive ourselves, out of owning the guilt, while 

attempting to transfer it to the account of others.  "The woman that you gave me.  She gave me 

the fruit, and I ate!" 

 Finally, Absalom, Tamar's full brother, finds her in her broken state of mourning, and he 

seeks to comfort and care for her, hiding the fact that hatred for Amnon has now taken root in his 

own heart, and he is determined to exercise revenge against his brother, at some point in the 

future.  He awaits the day of personal vengeance, which we will read about, next time, Lord 

willing.  Perhaps, if David had better dealt with Amnon's crime, rather than limiting his response 

to inactive anger, Absalom's desire for personal vengeance, could have been appeased.  But, 

needless to say, the ball was in motion, for the severe problems, which were to come upon 

David's household, because of his sin with Bathsheba.  The strong urge, which David had given 

into, when he took Bathsheba, had found its way into Amnon's heart, and soon, bloodshed and 

great hardship would follow! 

 

II.  Concluding Thought 
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 Brethren, in closing, let me just note one other fact, for us to ponder, as we continue to 

work through the life of David.  It is a good time to stop, on our own, and to look back at all that 

we have considered, and to consider what is up ahead, and to marvel over the profound way, in 

which, all that is written about the life of David, adds to the great testimony of Scripture! 

 Is there any other book in existence, which would highlight, both the strong points, and 

the great sins of any professed "man of God," in the way in which the Scriptures do?  We have 

read wonderful things about David; indeed, ways in which he ought to be emulated for his heart 

and faith, and ways in which he glorifies a wondrous display/foreshadowing of the life of Christ, 

haven't we?  And throughout the Books of Kings, we find him to be the example of 

righteousness, by which other kings are measured, as faithful or not.  But, we are also given 

some of the darkest and utterly deplorable details, surrounding his sins, and the consequences of 

them.  What uninspired book would open up the king's heart and life, in this way?  Would we be 

told the details surrounding David's lustful look, from atop his palace, his adultery with 

Bathsheba, his deceptive schemes with Uriah, and his setting up of Uriah to be murdered?  

Would we be told of his great humiliation before God, his anguish of repentance and the loss of 

his child?  Would we be invited to ponder the consequences of his sins in great detail; his 

firstborn son, violating his own sister, the shame and desolation of Tamar, the upcoming revenge 

of Absalom, the terrible treason of Absalom and his death to follow, and on and on and on, in 

just another book?  What other book, takes the scalpel, and exposes our own hearts, with such 

amazing detail and conviction, to the point that we could yet, look upon David with love and 

admiration, seeing his sin, as merely a reflection of Adam's, and a pattern, which resides in our 

own bosom?   

 All of these things, and so much more, provide us with a powerful testimony of the 

profound uniqueness and authority of the Word of God!  It is just another way, in which, the 

Bible testifies to its own divine authorship, isn't it?  And so, as you reflect upon the life of David, 

and other characters of the historical recordings of Scripture, marvel over the way, in which, all 

of these "real life" stories, provide additional confirmation to the authenticity of this "God-

breathed" Book! 

 

AMEN!!! 
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Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 

       

 

 

 

 


