
JOHN – THE LITMUS TEST 

Introduction 

Christianity is named after its founder. The litmus test of genuine Christian faith is, ‘What do you 

think of Christ?’  

The person of Christ has always been a bone of contention. Historically, many groups have called 

themselves Christian because they adopted some of his teachings; but not all have been true to the 

teaching of who he is and what he does. Holding the doctrine of Christ is the great test (2 John 9-10) 

That disagreement became evident during Jesus’ lifetime, and triggered conflict that led to his 
crucifixion. Attitudes to God and to Jesus are so deep that many people prefer to live in denial – 
sometimes leading to great evils. 

This passage (John 10:22-39) is evidence of that. Here we find his opponents posing a DISHONEST 

QUESTION and Jesus DECLARING IMPORTANT TRUTH. They also ATTACK HIS PERSON, and he in 

response makes a strong PERSONAL ASSERTION.  

Dishonest question; declaration of truth 

Jesus’ opponents demanded, ’How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us 

plainly.’  

The question was not honest. They already knew that is teachings and miracles pointed to him being 

the Christ. They were not prepared to accept his answer if he had said, ‘Yes’, for when he implied it 

they tried to stone him. They also knew what he had taught and were not in doubt. They had already 

chosen not to believe in him.  

The question had a sinister motive. If he said, ‘No’, he would lose all his authority. If he said, ‘Yes’, he 

would either be lynched by some of the mob or the resulting trouble would lead to him being 

arrested. His questioners must have thought they had him trapped.  

This incident warns us of the danger we are in if we reject what is undeniable – it leads to hardness 

of heart. That can happen in many ways about many things; e.g. the disciples did not understand the 

significance of the feeding of the 5000 because their heart was hardened’; and Jesus was grieved 

because some worshippers preferred a man to remain disabled rather than be healed on the 

Sabbath. When we know something, but live in denial, we become increasingly desensitised and 

God’s Word may lose all influence over us. 

Jesus replied with a wonderful declaration of truth. He responded briefly to their question, then 

moved on, taking the initiative in the discussion.  

The subject he chose was the eternal security of his followers. He continued to use the illustration of 

shepherd and sheep, and in doing so he pointed out the difference between his enemies and his 

followers – the latter have a personal relationship with him that his enemies do not.  

‘My sheep hear my voice and they follow me.’ It was obvious that Jesus’ critics had not recognised 

the voice of God. That is why they felt free to attack him; it would be different in the Garden of 

Gethsemane when they came to arrest him, and it will be different at the Great Day.  

Why did they not recognise it? Because their heart was hardened. They had no love for him. 

It is different with Jesus’ followers. They heard his voice when scripture spoke about human sin and 

their personal guilt and need of restoration – ‘heard’ in the sense of accepted what he was saying. 



They heard his voice when Scripture spoke of a Saviour who is ready to forgive and to restore – 

‘heard’ in the sense of receiving him in their heart.  

As forgiving, changed people they now follow him. They show their different attitude to him by 

trusting his Word and tailoring their lives accordingly. As he said, ‘He who has my commands and 

keeps them, it is he who loves me’ (John 14:21).  

That will arouse opposition, reflecting people’s opposition to Jesus. But they remain secure. ‘I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never perish.’  

Their life is eternal. Death cannot destroy it, for their ‘life is hidden with Christ in God’ (Colossians 

3:3). He could say to the thief on the cross, ‘Today you shall be with me in Paradise’ (Luke 23:43). 

‘Because I live, you shall live also’ (John 14:19).  

Fear of perishing takes many forms. It may the fear of physical death. It can also be the fear of falling 

away from Christ. Here he assures believers that their security is in him – he will preserve the faith 

he gave them in the first place. ‘Salvation is from the Lord’ was said by Jonah, and is a general 

principle.  

Jesus mentions that the Father has given believers to him. They were given in the everlasting 

covenant, when the Father instructed the Son to go into the world and atone for sin, giving promise 

of a people who would belong to him forever (Isaiah 53). The Father will not lose what he has 

purposed, nor go back on his word.  

He also ‘gives’ them to Jesus when he sends his Spirit to draw them to the Saviour. He will not undo 

the saving work done that day in their heart.  

Jesus emphasises all this by mentioning that he and the Father are one in this work of salvation. This, 

not our own efforts, is our security. Wonderful! 

Attack on his person; personal assertion 

‘The Jews took up stones again to stone him.’  

This is a twofold attack. Obviously it is an attack on his life. It is also an attack on his identity.  

They were determined he could not be the Christ. They wanted him to back down on his implied 

claim and were prepared to kill him, as if that would ensure he could not be the Christ.  

They said they were stoning him ‘because you, being a man, make yourself God’. Their allegation 

was that he had forfeited the right to live because he was blaspheming.  

The person of Jesus has always aroused controversy more than his teaching. It is a mark of non-

Christian sects that they reject either his deity or his humanity. They refuse to accept the teaching of 

gospels and epistles that he is both God and man in two natures and one person forever.  

Instead of backing down Jesus responded by asserting his identity by two arguments.  

He showed how absurd their accusation of blasphemy was. In Psalm 82 the writer refers to rulers as 

‘gods’. Jesus referred to that saying as ‘the word of God’ and said the word of God could not be 

broken. Obviously there was no blasphemy in calling them ‘gods’. He had a greater claim to that 

title. The Father had set him apart as the Christ and sent him into the world (implying his pre-

existence).  



The second argument was that the works were obviously God’s works. So even if they did not 

believe his testimony about himself at least they should accept the evidence of Jesus’ works.  

One lesson this teaches us is that we are not obliged to keep the peace at any cost (though we are 

called to keep the peace when possible). There are occasions when truth must be asserted 

irrespective of the consequences. That is the case primarily when circumstances oblige us to witness 

to who Christ Jesus is.  

What should our response be? 

This incident should make us consider our attitude to Christ Jesus. It is easy to profess faith in God; 

the question is: how do we relate to Jesus? This is first a matter of belief (or certainty) like Simon 

Peter’s confession, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’. It is also a matter of practice, for it 

is in practice that our profession of faith is tested.  

Is he our only hope in life and in death? 

Are we willing to obey his commands and change in response to instruction from his Word?  

Do we have the Spirit of Christ in our love to the brethren? 

Do we have the Spirit of Christ in seeking to bring others into the kingdom of God? 

These are the three tests the Apostle John mentions in his First Epistle – doctrinal (who Jesus is); 

ethical (do we keep his commands?); and social (do we love one another?). 

Our attitude to Jesus is our attitude to God himself – ‘I and the Father are one’.  


