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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from Hebrews 10:26-39.

1. What is an apostate?

2. Were apostates ever truly born again?

3. What is the difference between God’s judgment for His own
people and His judgment for apostates?

4. Why do the righteous people live by faith?

5. Is it possible for a person to lose his or her salvation?

ENDURING IN A TROUBLESOME CULTURE
Hebrews 10:26–39

You are a parent. Picture yourself walking along a busy city
street holding your child’s hand. If you are like me, the busier the
street, the more traffic there is, the tighter you hold your child’s hand.
Why? You do not want your child to run into the busy street. If you
are a wise and concerned parent, you have on several occasions
instructed your child to never, ever try to cross the street without
holding on to your hand.

Having said that, try to imagine a cynic who contradicts your
careful instruction and actions to keep your child safe. He says, “Oh,
you worry too much.” “Just let the kid go and he’ll turn out okay.”
“You are going to warp his thinking.” “As he learns along the way,
he will grow up to be a mature adult with a healthy respect for busy
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city streets.” Hopefully you won’t listen to a person like that because
you know that if you don’t guard your child and instruct your child,
he may never live to be an adult!

This might have been the heart of the person who wrote this
letter to the members of the little church of converted Jews.
Throughout the letter there is evidence that the author understood that
just because a person attended gatherings of the church, his or her
attendance did not presuppose regeneration. 

Before us is a another warning against apostasy. We find five
of these warnings in the letter. This is the most serious one. An
apostate is a person who hears the truth of the gospel, understands the
gospel, observes the results of the gospel, and then walks away into
sin, leaving the truth he almost embraced by faith. 

Judas is probably the most striking illustration of apostasy. He
lived in the presence of God the Son for about three years. He heard
perfect authoritative teaching. He saw evidence that proved that Jesus
was who He said He was. He saw multitudes of people benefit from
Jesus’ compassion and observed many others who came to saving
faith in Christ. But at some point, Judas chose to walk away. Having
rejected Jesus Christ, Judas had no other option for forgiveness.
There is no other Savior. 

This is what Jesus described as the unpardonable sin. To
experience the conviction of the Holy Spirit, to know that Jesus is
able to forgive sin if you will only trust Him, and then to walk away
to live in sin instead of humbly submitting to the Savior is the
unpardonable sin. There is no recourse. There is nothing else to offer
that person for forgiveness. 

If you know people who are being drawn by God through
conviction of sin, if you know someone who is understanding the
truth of the gospel, you will want to warn them not to turn away to
the disaster of apostasy. You would, if it were possible, hold tightly
to that person’s spiritual hand and try to drag him or her to saving
faith in Christ. Of course we cannot do that. But that is our heart’s
desire. And that is the heart of the author of this letter to the Hebrew
converts.

The Living God and Fearful Things (vv.26-31).
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There is a law about sin—sin that God and others verify (vv.26-
28). That law requires us to wonder if a person can exhaust the
sacrifice for sins. One thing this text teaches for certain is that
deliberate sin in the face of knowledge is serious. For if we go on
sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth
(v.26a). Notice first in this statement that there is a reception of the
knowledge of truth on the part of the person in question. This is a
reference to the gospel in general terms. “Truth” also includes the rest
of Bible teaching.

Therefore this is a person who at a time in the past was
subjected to the truth of God’s Word. People are exposed to the truth
of the gospel in Bible studies. Or maybe the person simply attended
church for several years. This might be the picture of a kid who went
to camp each summer and heard the gospel. Whatever the situation
might be, this is not a case in which a sinner experienced a quick, one
time hearing of the Bible. The Greek verb translated receiving
(lambano) involves more than just hearing the truth. The word means
to take or accept in regard to material things. Regarding truth, it
means to accept the words or to come to believe them. 

This person in question then has been taught the Bible in some
way. Maybe the person even made some kind of decision about what
he heard or even announced publicly the acceptance of this truth. Old
time revival meetings have witnessed myriads of these kind of
religious decisions. 

Moving on in the verse we see in the second place that, having
received the knowledge of truth, this person continues to sin
deliberately. The word translated deliberately (ekousios) means to do
something willingly, intentionally. In the Greek text, this is the first
word in the sentence which demands emphasis. Therefore, the
deliberateness of the sin is the issue. True believers can fall into sin
but will confess and seek forgiveness from God as the Holy Spirit
convicts of the sin. Nor is this the person who is ignorant about what
constitutes sin or has never heard the  good news that there is
forgiveness in Jesus.

The apostate is a person who knows what sin is, knows what
truth is, and intentionally lives a life of sin contrary to the truth he
once claimed to accept. The author described this person earlier in the
letter when he wrote, For it is impossible to restore again to
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repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted
the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted
the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come,
if they then fall away, since they are crucifying once again the Son of
God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. For land that
has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful
to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God.
But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being
cursed, and its end is to be burned (Hebrews 6:4-8).

What is it like when there is no remaining sacrifice? That is the
problem posed in verse twenty-six. If the person hears the truth,
believes the truth, but then goes out to continue in sin, there no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins (v.26). Again there is a reminder
here that sin demands a sacrifice. Without a sacrifice, the guilt and
consequences of sin never goes away. Earlier the author wrote,
Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins
(Hebrews 9:22).

Jesus Christ’s sacrifice is the only acceptable sacrifice for sin.
All other sacrifices under the law were a picture of this one sufficient
sacrifice. If by his life of willful sin the apostate indicates Christ’s
sacrifice was not sufficient, then nothing can atone for his sin. He or
she is literally, in every way, hopeless. The eternal punishment of hell
is certain and unchanging for that person because outside the
acceptable sacrifice for sin there is only judgment. 

That principle of certain judgment is stated in verse twenty-
seven. For the apostate there is no sacrifice for his sin, but a fearful
expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the
adversaries (v.27). The person who has gained knowledge about
Christ, rejected it, and determined to go on sinning is destined for
judgment. There is no other option. It is a fearful expectation. Maybe
the person really believes that the judgment is coming but concludes
he can get things right at the last minute. Maybe the person has
concluded that all the God stuff, and Jesus stuff, and hell stuff is a
myth. People like that really don’t expect to face pending judgment.
Though the apostate may not expect the judgment, it is in truth
awaiting him or her at the end of life.
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It is a fearful judgment because it is the fury of God’s wrath.
The Bible clearly presents examples of God’s wrath against sin so
that sinners will stop to think about their offenses against Him. Were
real people who drowned in the universal flood impressed with God’s
wrath? Were real people in Sodom and Gomorrah impressed with
God’s wrath when the fire and brimstone began to fall? Did real
people in Pompeii consider the wrath of God against sin as they were
being covered with ash and lava? Serious natural disasters like an
earthquake that kills thousands of people, or a tsunami, or a volcanic
explosion always get the attention of people around the world. The
first response is often a certain surprise or even shock at the extent of
devastation. But isn’t it interesting that whenever there is a very
serious disaster that God and judgment and love and innocent people
and all those kinds of things become the focus of discussion? Because
God has written His law on our consciences, we just know that there
is a fiery judgment awaiting people who reject Jesus Christ.

People do indeed reject the idea of hell, poke fun at such
teaching, or seriously try to dismiss the judgment by concluding that
God will simply annihilate sinners. But God’s promise is that this
fiery judgment is eternal judgment.  Jesus taught, The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew
13:41-42). Paul taught the same thing when he wrote, When the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels  in flaming fire,
inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of his might  (2 Thessalonians 1:7b-9).
God’s judgment against sin is certain, and it is fearful.

Sinning against Jesus is infinitely serious (vv.28-31). But, while
sin is bad, sin can be worse (vv.28-29). This is an a fortiori argument
which literally means “How much more?” This same kind of
argument showed up in Hebrews 2:2-3 where we read, For since the
message declared by angels proved to be reliable and every
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall
we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at
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first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard”
(Hebrews 2:2-3).

The lesser side of the argument is that the sin of rejecting the
law brought judgment. Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses
dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses (v.28).
This statement refers to the law stated in Deuteronomy 2:2-7. In that
statement, someone would hypothetically be found transgressing the
covenant (v.2). Specifically, the person has gone after other gods
(v.3). Others investigate and find that the offense is true (vv.4-5). On
the evidence of two or three witnesses the offender was judged with
capital punishment (vv.6-7). Did the offender who died and his
friends and family conclude that rejecting the Old Covenant brought
serious consequences?

How much more serious the sin of rejecting Jesus. This is the
greater part of the argument. The sin of rejecting Jesus brings worse
judgment. How much worse punishment, do you think, will be
deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has
profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and
has outraged the Spirit of grace? (v.29). Jesus inaugurated the New
Covenant by shedding His own blood. Is not the blood of God the
Son more valuable than all the blood of sheep, goats, and bulls? The
blood of Jesus is the only means by which any sinner will ever be
sanctified. Earlier in this chapter of the book we read, And by that will
we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:10). For by a single offering he has
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified (Hebrews
10:14). The apostate can never, ever be set apart unto God
(sanctified) because he or she rejects the only means of
sanctification—the blood of Christ.

Worse than rejecting Christ’s blood, the apostate profaned
Christ’s blood which validated the New Covenant. The annual
football game between Clemson and USC is always heated, and the
players enter the field with high emotions. A few years ago, some
obstinate players from USC went to the center of Death Valley and
jumped up and down with disdain on the tiger paw painted on the
field. Not surprisingly a fight broke out. The Tigers simply said,
“You don’t come into our house and profane our logo.” That is what
the word means: “To trample on in order to show disdain.”



7

To know about Jesus’ sacrifice and then thumb your nose at it
and go out to live in sin is worthy of the worst kind of punishment. In
a broad and general sense, that is a fair assessment of America as a
whole. This culture was founded on the truth of the gospel, a deep
respect for God, faith in the work of Christ, and a love for the Bible.
As a whole, our peers have been profaning Christ’s sacrifice for a
generation now. Does this nation deserve God’s judgment?

To know God is to fear Him. Vengeance and judgment belong
to God. For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will
repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people” (v.30). God
clearly states that vengeance belongs to Him. Vengeance is payback.
Vengeance is justifiable retribution against sin and offense. God will
pay the judgment that is owed to all who reject His acceptable
sacrifice Jesus. We know the God who promised to judge His own
people. God has obviously, painfully judged the nation of Israel.
Think Diaspora in AD 70. Almost every Jew will have to admit that
the scattering of the nation looks a lot like judgment. Think Holocaust
in 1938-1945. 

God not only judged His own people Israel, but God even
judges people in the Body of Christ who are not careful to respect the
blood of Christ. Paul warned about this in the context of the Lord’s
Supper. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and
blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of
the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks
without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.
That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died” (1
Corinthians 11:27-30). How much worse judgment awaits those who
appear to be God’s people but are not because they have profaned
Jesus’ sacrifice for sins.

Falling into the Judge’s hands is a scary thought. It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living God (v.31). God is not a fire-
breathing ogre who dares anyone to cross Him. He is our Creator who
loves His glory and longs for each of His created beings to reflect His
glory. He so desires for us to honor Him that He has provided the
means for us to do that through faith in God the Son’s sacrifice. But
it is also God’s glory to demonstrate His wrath against all sin that
misses His glory.
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All of us are probably familiar with Jonathan Edward’s famous
sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” In that sermon
Edwards explained in vivid detail the picture we have in our text. God
is angry at sin, and, therefore, sinners are on very thin ice. What is to
keep God from dropping them into the pit of fiery torment this very
moment? God would be wholly justified to do just that, Edwards
argued. Most people picture this sermon event as the mighty Edwards
thundering such threats as he pounded the pulpit and shook his fist at
the sinners who deserve God’s wrath. Quite the opposite was true.
Edwards read this sermon from scraps of paper as he held them up
before his face and spoke in a monotone voice. Yet that picture of
God’s wrath struck fear in the hearts of the listeners. 

Apostates, people who have come to know God’s mercy
through Christ’s sacrifice but reject it in order to enjoy sin, are
destined for that unimaginable wrath of God.

“Thou Shalt Not Shrink” (vv.32-39).

Life is not always easy for real believers (vv.32-34). True
enlightenment can invite sufferings. The author encouraged the
readers to, (32) But recall the former days when, after you were
enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, (33)
sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and
sometimes being partners with those so treated. Like those Hebrew
Christians, all true believers are enlightened. We have come to
understand the love of God revealed in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
We have come to realize our own sins against God and, being sorry
for them, confessed them. We experience and realize God’s saving
grace as He forgives us our sins. And suddenly life is great, everyone
loves us, and we are rejoicing as we walk the yellow brick road to
heaven. We know from experience that this is not the way it works.

The Hebrew Christians suddenly experienced much testing
because they were enlightened. Devout Jews mocked them and
persecuted them for leaving the “traditions.” About this time the
Roman rulers grew weary of the Christians and by AD 64 various
persecutions broke out against them. At this point, everyone seemed
to be against the enlightened followers of Christ. Christians lost their
jobs, were run out of their neighborhoods, sometimes were
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imprisoned, and it would come to the point that many of them were
killed. What reproach, how embarrassing to even be connected with
those “law breakers.”

This persecution happened then and continues to happen
because Satan hates God. Satan knows that God will win the war.
Satan knows that the Bible is true. Satan has billions of people at his
disposal because he is the prince of this world and the whole world
is under his influence. Okay, looking at the cards stacked against us,
maybe it would be easier to go back to the old way. Sure. Satan is not
opposed to dead religious traditions. In fact, he loves religion that
does not stand on the Bible and does not exalt Jesus. So should we
revert to acceptable religion instead of being “Bible thumpers”?

Confidence in God’s promise tempers suffering for His truth.
For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully
accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you
yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one (v.34). Those
early Christians were not ashamed to identify with Christians who
were imprisoned for their faith. They even handled the plundering of
their property. The same story has been repeated many times up to
this very day. How can people respond to unfair, wicked persecution
like that? We know that this world is not our home. We know that our
possessions are temporary. That is why we keep buying new cars,
new clothes, new appliances. We are looking for the permanent home
and city where we will live with Christ forever.

Real believers continue to endure even when they are tempted
to retreat (vv.35-39). We live as though we plan to receive what is
promised. We heed the challenge not to lose the cause for the coming
reward. The author penned, Therefore do not throw away your
confidence, which has a great reward (v.35). Confidence flows from
faith in God’s unchanging promises. Confidence compels us to stand
for truth knowing that God’s truth endures. Confidence always looks
forward to the day when we stand before our Master where we long
to hear, “Well done good and faithful servant.” Do not throw that out
by walking away from Jesus and His Word.

Remember that God promises reward for endurance. For you
have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God
you may receive what is promised (v.36). We need to have the ability
to keep our shoulder to the wheel. Only by holding fast to God’s
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promises will we accomplish God’s will. And God promises reward
for those who do. Therefore, it is important, critical for us to know
the promises. What promises? Christ is coming. For, “Yet a little
while, and the coming one will come and will not delay” (v.37).
Granted, sometimes “a little while” seems like an awfully long time.
But an entire life is actually quite short. Can we endure pressure and
trouble for a lifetime by focusing on Christ’s return? Yes.

Then there is the promise that the righteous person lives by
faith. It does seem like Christ’s coming again is delayed, but my
righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has
no pleasure in him (v.38). The righteous person has been made
righteous through faith in Christ’s finished work. The righteous
person has been set apart unto God through salvation. The righteous
person lives in light of what he or she really is— “clothed in the
righteousness of Christ.” Living like a righteous person demands
complete dependance on God (i.e. faith).

So be confident. But we are not of those who shrink back and
are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls
(v.39). We must be determined not to abandon faith in Christ. More
important is that we realize that if we truly have been sanctified,
clothed in Christ’s righteousness, we will not shrink back and be
destroyed.

In these last days we will witness multitudes of professing
Christians abandon God’s Word in order to be acceptable to a sinning
world. We will be tempted to “reinterpret” the clear statements of
God’s Word in order not to face persecution. We must not be
surprised to learn about “Christians” who deny Christ, knowing that
they were never really Christians, but are apostates. We must press on
confidently knowing that our home is in heaven. 
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