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James 3:1  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive 
the greater condemnation. !
be not many masters !
James has addressed the equality of believers in Christ in chapters 1 and 2.  
  

James 1:9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10  But the 
rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.  !
James 2:1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 
with respect of persons.  !
James 2:8-9 8  If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9  But if ye have respect to persons, ye 
commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. !

James will address the equality of believers in Christ in chapter 4. !
James 4:11-12 11  Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his 
brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if 
thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 12  There is one lawgiver, 
who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another? !

The equality of believers in Christ is a distinctive of the true church. There are many 
churches, but there are few that are true to the biblical model. None are perfect because 
they are comprised of sinful men, and few remain that follow the command of God and 
example of the new testament church. !

John 4:23-24  23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him. 24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth. !

The equality of believers in Christ has been addressed in earlier lessons on James 2 in 
regards to respect of persons, that is, preferring one brother over another. Recall that 
the equal footing of all men before God was established from the beginning of creation. !
All men are condemned under the law by sin which originated with Adam. !

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: !!
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All of the elect children of God are justified by the grace of God by Jesus Christ.  !
Romans 5:15-17  15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the 
offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, 
which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16  And not as 
it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, 
but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by one man's 
offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of 
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. !

Therefore all of the elect children of God are equal before God by the blood of Jesus 
Christ. !

Romans 3:21-26 21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22  Even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe: for there is no difference: 23  For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God; 24  Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25  Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 26  To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth 
in Jesus. !

With the equality of all believers in Christ in mind, James gives the command: be not 
many masters. !
Masters: (didaskalos) An instructor, doctor, master, or teacher.  !
Didactic: Adapted to teach; preceptive; containing doctrines, precepts, principles or 
rules; intended to instruct; as a didactic poem or essay. !
Why does James give this command at this point in his letter? Consider the adage: 
“Those who can’t do, teach.” James has just written in 1:26: “For as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” James is giving this command here 
because teachers of are held accountable for what they teach, as well as for their works 
and the works of those who follow their teaching. Following biblical truth, the adage 
should be rewritten: “Those who do may teach and those who teach must do.” !

Hebrews 5:11-14 11  Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, 
seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; 
and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13  For 
every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a 
babe. 14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those 
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and 
evil. !

Masters are to be mature and wise. 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1 Timothy 1:3-7 3  As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into 
Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 4  
Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather 
than godly edifying which is in faith: so do. 5  Now the end of the commandment is 
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: 6  From 
which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; 7  Desiring 
to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof 
they affirm. !

Masters are to teach doctrine to build up the church. !
2 Peter 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction. !

Masters who teach false doctrine will be destroyed.  !
James gives a caution with the command. !
knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. !
The word “we” referring to James and others who were and are teachers. Teaching is 
dangerous business and not all of the elect children of God should attempt to become 
teachers. Nonetheless, God has provided for the church all that she needs to become 
mature. !

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 27  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in 
particular. 28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues. 29  Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all 
teachers? are all workers of miracles? 30  Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak 
with tongues? do all interpret? 31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet 
shew I unto you a more excellent way. !

The “more excellent way” is love as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13.  !
Return then to the equality of believers in Christ. Teachers, by the command of Christ, 
are to consider themselves equal with other believers.  !

Matthew 23:1-12 1  Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 2  
Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 3  All therefore whatsoever they 
bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and 
do not. 4  For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them 
on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of 
their fingers. 5  But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make 
broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, 6  And love the 
uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7  And greetings 
in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. (Continued)  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(Matthew 23:1-12 Continued) 8  But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your 
Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. 9  And call no man your father 
upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 10  Neither be ye 
called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. 11  But he that is greatest 
among you shall be your servant. 12  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be 
abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.  !

Jesus set the establishment upon its ear. Masters, those who taught, were to be humble 
servants to those who they taught. This was opposite to the Jewish leadership, both 
spiritual and governmental, at the time. It is certainly opposite to what is seen in much 
of the “Christian” world today. But Jesus set the example in scripture.  !

John 13:3-17  3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he was come from God, and went to God; 4  He riseth from supper, and laid 
aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 5  After that he poureth water 
into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded. 6  Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto 
him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7  Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do 
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8  Peter saith unto him, Thou 
shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with 
me. 9  Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my 
head. 10  Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is 
clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11  For he knew who should betray him; 
therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 12  So after he had washed their feet, and had 
taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have 
done to you? 13  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 14  
If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to 
wash one another's feet. 15  For I have given you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you. 16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 
17  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. !

Jesus gives this example of humility and servanthood to the twelve apostles. Their 
teaching, through Acts and the epistles to follow, is the biblical guidance the church is 
given to follow. These men were to become the most influential men (along with Paul) in 
church history. Jesus knew this. He knew they would be tempted to fall into pride and 
therefore falsehood without first being fully humbled. “Not many” could be teachers as 
these men would become. !
The lesson for all of God’s elect children, both teachers and non-teachers, is humility. 
Placing God and others first are the marks and works of true religion. !

James 4:10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you 
up. !
1 Peter 5:5-6 5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, 
all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6  Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:
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