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The Dream Unsealed 

Daniel 2:31-49 

Nearly a 1000 years after Nebuchadnezzar dreamed in the Book of 

Daniel, a Roman King named Julian lay dying not very far from 

Babylon. He was called by the Christians, Julian the Apostate, because 

of his efforts to reintroduce paganism into the worsening Roman 

Empire. Davis draws attention to this account, where one of the 

King’s followers asked a Christian – “What is the Carpenter’s Son 

doing these days?” The Christian replied: “The Maker of the World, 

whom you call the carpenter’s son, is making a coffin for the 

emperor.” The news arrived two days later that Julian had died. His 

famous last words were in Latin, “Vicisti, Galilaee” – You have won, 

Galilean! 

This is one of the lessons from the last part of Daniel 2, the Dream 

Unsealed. The chapter closes with an amazing turnabout. Who would 

have imagined that after the king had the lives of Daniel and the wise 

men hanging on a thread, would be found bowing down before Daniel 

at the end?  

But the true response to this revelation is rather to fall at the feet of the 

true King of kings, and to worship Jesus Christ. He is, as 

Nebuchadnezzar confesses – the revealer of mysteries. But He is so 

much more besides. He is the sovereign God of history; to whom 

belongs, as we saw last time, all wisdom and power to do all His holy 

will. 

Let us consider three points: 
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First, the Four Parts of the Statue, in the 31-35. 

Second, the Four Parts of the Story Explained, in 36-43. 

Third and last, the Four Parts, or Qualities of the Kingdom which 

destroys the Statue, in 44-45. 

The Four Parts of the Statue = are four kingdoms. It is rather clear that 

there is no other identification than that of the Babylonians, the Medo-

Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans. 

We know of a certainty that the first golden head is the kingdom of 

Babylon (read 37-38). We know God’s kingdom was set up in the 

time of the kings of the iron mixed with clay – the Roman Empire 

(read 44). What a great description of Roman policy in 43 – of not 

adapting everyone to their own culture but allowing them their own 

values. 

Now looking at verse 39, we see how God tells years before of the  

worldwide domination of the Greeks, and we have all of world history 

from Nebuchadnezzar to the fall of Rome in the 5th century AD – Year 

of Our Lord. 

Babylon had about a 100 year reign, and fell in 539. The Persians 

ruled for about 200 years, from 539-333, reaching their height under 

Darius. But he and his son, Xerxes, could not subdue those pesky 

Greeks to the west. Alexander exalts the bronze age, who conquered 

the whole world in 10 years, from 334-323, dying in Babylon. Greece 

ruled for about 300 years, up until Rome attached her last piece in 31 

BC, at the famous Battle of Actium. And the Roman Empire lasted 

about 400 years, until 410, when the Barbarians sacked Rome. 
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A couple observations are in order on the Four Parts of the Statue. 

Take note of the metals – they go from what is superior to inferior; 

from what is most splendid and rich to what is more base and 

common. One author also notes how the metals grow increasingly 

stronger, harder in their temper. Another argument in favor of seeing 

these four metals as the four empires is that there has been no empire 

before or after these ones, which have held world-wide sway.  

Then, interestingly, with the advent of the mixed feet of iron and clay, 

the whole statue is destroyed by this mysterious rock. This must have 

been what brought such fear to the king on his bed. Given his pride, 

were he to remember the dream, he likely would have interpreted the 

destroying rock as himself. But the opposite is the truth. Babylon will 

not continue forever. 

With that overview, then, let us come to our second point: the Four 

Parts of the Story. 

1. First, the king sees the statue of four metals, with the head of gold at 

the top. 

2. Then, the king sees a stone cut out without hands, cut out of the 

mountain. 

3. The king next sees the stone striking the statue in its feet of iron and 

clay, so that the entire statue becomes nothing – the whole is blown 

away like chaff before the wind, and seen no more. 

4. Last, the king sees the stone become a great mountain, a great 

kingdom, which will fill the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
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Somebody has discovered that in the Babylonian worldview, the earth 

was viewed as one great mountain. Thus Babylon is the chief of that 

mountain.  

But this dream goes against that. It is another mountain, another 

world, which is coming – a new world. So what is this kingdom, and 

when is the destruction of these empires, and how are they – all four – 

crumbled at once? Does the kingdom come and destroy Rome in the 

first century? Does this refer to the kingdom of God growing and 

expanding throughout the whole period of time after it arrives? Does 

this refer to the final judgment, when all the kingdoms of the world 

will become the possession of the Lord, and a new heavens and new 

earth will be ushered in, and this world be forgotten? Does this refer to 

a 1000 year reign of Christ, after a Roman Empire has been revived? 

The answer is yes to all of them, except for the last one! 

The kingdom of God has come, it is here and expanding, and it is yet 

future. There will be a day in which all the legacies of empires will be 

swept away entirely by the glorious hand of the King, our Lord. He 

already is ruling the nations and calls the kings of the earth to Himself, 

to bow before Him, as in Psalm 2. It was Christ who toppled the 

monstrous Caesar-worship of Rome, and brought in a cohesive world-

view for nations to follow.  

Does this expanding kingdom allow for a great turning of mankind to 

the Lord? Of course it does. Does this view of the kingdom allow for a 

millennial rule of Christ after his return? I believe it does, but certainly 

this passage does not mandate such a view.  
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But one thing that does stand out is that Jesus really is a king. 

Listening to popular Christian teachers today, He is not the king over 

this world. All authority in heaven and earth is not His. What 

Revelation 1 says about Him must await a future age:  5 and from 

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us 

from our sins by His blood--  6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, 

priests to His God and Father-- to Him be the glory and the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. (Rev 1:5-6) 

Let this bring us before our King, then, our third and last point, and 

the Four Parts or Qualities of His Kingdom in this passage. 

 

Generally speaking, it is described as a stone, which destroys these 

four great empires, and then which grows into a great kingdom in its 

own right, filling the earth. This is not a small thing, but a great thing. 

Here is a Rock, and yet the Rock Grows – like Paul’s metaphor in 

Ephesians – a growing building. 

 

Here are four specific qualities about it: 

1. First, it is clearly supernatural; made without hands. That is, this is 

not a kingdom made by men, but divinely made and set up by God 

Himself. Jesus said, if I cast out demons by the finger of God, by 

the Spirit of God, then is the kingdom come. Jesus is the 

supernatural stone, miraculously given and made, which was 

rejected by the builders, but has become the head of the cornerstone 

– marvelous in our eyes. 

2. It is secondly an indestructible kingdom; cannot be destroyed like 

these 4 great empires mentioned. These four marched right into 

death and history. But the Kingdom of Jesus cannot be worn down 

like those of man. Think of Mt. 16 where Jesus says the gates of 
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hell will not, cannot prevail against His Kingdom, His Church. His 

keys will open that no one can shut and shut that no one can open. 

3. Thirdly, consider that His Kingdom is indivisible. Notice it is unlike 

the four great kingdoms in that it is not passed from one people to 

the next, like earthly kingdoms – in verse 44. It does not have parts 

like the statue, but is one kingdom, one people, one mountain, one 

substance – rock-like, one holy temple. The picture of heaven 

comes before us, with one city of God. 

4. Then fourthly, it is eternal. Again, unlike the fading hopes of tribes 

and peoples, this kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, which will 

have no end. 

 

This is a theme we will see repeatedly in Daniel. Here is a preview if 

you haven’t read through the book already on your own: 
3 "How great are His signs and how mighty are His wonders! His 

kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and His dominion is from 

generation to generation. (Dan 4:3) 

 

 34 "But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 

toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most 

High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; for His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from 

generation to generation.  35 "All the inhabitants of the earth are 

accounted as nothing,”’ (Dan 4:34-35a)  

 
13 "…And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man 

was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was 

presented before Him.  14 "And to Him was given dominion, glory and 

a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language 

might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will 

not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed. 

(Dan 7:13-14)  
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And one more: 
27 'Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the 

kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the 

saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting 

kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.' (Dan 7:27) 

 

The chapter closes with Daniel and his companions being exalted over 

all the wise men, as they richly rewarded. But I want you to look 

beyond the riches and treasures of this world, of Babylon, to treasures 

which cannot rust or decay, and to which thieves cannot break in and 

steal. To be a child of the king, a part of Christ’s kingdom, a true 

member of His church – as living stones – that is a reward greater than 

any prize, any wealth, which can be given by human hands. 

 

Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us that we 

should be called the children of God. Fear not, little flock, it is the 

Father’s good pleasure to give to you the kingdom.  

 

What does it mean for Jesus to be your King? What kind of difference 

does this make in your life?  

 

Our catechism summarizes this for us – that Christ executes the office 

of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and in 

restraining and conquering all his and our enemies. (WSC 26) 

 

1. Jesus is my King first of all in that He does rule everything in time 

and space. That I acknowledge and live with that firmly before my 

eyes and my heart. Is Jesus on the throne of His sovereignty? Does 

He rule and overrule everything that happens to me? Then I bow 

before Him – I thank Him and I trust Him, I honor Him and I 

worship Him. 
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2. Jesus is my King second of all in that He rules me by both His 

power and His authority. He has summoned me to approach His 

throne and to be His servant and child. I owe Him everything, and 

He owns me. His power called me out of darkness to light, out of 

Satan’s grasp into His, and out of sin into His forgiveness and 

obedience. One of the most important parts of your having Him as 

your King as that His authority is supreme over you – He has the 

full right to command me to do whatever He desires – and He has 

commanded me in His Word to obey Him, love Him, and serve Him 

first over all. He is more important to me than my parents, than my 

children, than my spouse, than my country. 

3. Lastly, Jesus is my King in that I am trust Him, look to Him, rest in 

Him, depend on Him for all that He calls me to be and to do. He is 

not like Pharaoh who told his people to make him bricks but gave 

no straw. Our Jesus subdues us and our enemies, conquering them, 

and providing for us. This is worked out especially in the church, in 

how He provides the means of grace to you and for you, so you can 

grow, be comfortable in your walk with Him, and to obey, to His 

honor and glory. 

 

These are areas where the world is against King Jesus and His 

Kingdom. Our culture doesn’t want a world that is ruled by Him but 

one that is ruled by chance. Our culture does not like at all any 

authority, much less supreme authority. Our culture does not want to 

have to depend in any other than themselves. But this is the way of 

death and destruction, because sin is not paid for, because the King of 

grace is unknown, because the true purpose of life – knowing the Son 

of God – is missed. 

 

Let us bow the knee to Jesus as Lord, and confess Him before all the 

world. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. “King Jesus” should 

be more frequently in our vocabulary and deeper in our hearts. 
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You know, a lot of people have a lot of questions about the last book 

of the Bible, the book of Revelation. But it shouldn’t be such a 

mystery to us. There is a story of a group of men in the south of 

America, back when slavery was still practiced. These gentlemen 

spent an evening discussing and arguing the true meaning of that great 

last book. When they were done and found no agreement among 

themselves, this old and uneducated slave who was sitting in the 

corner listening to the debates, spoke up: “I know what that book 

means.” The men, surprised to hear him speak with such boldness, 

turned to him as one man and asked, what does it mean? “It means,” 

said the wise black man, “Jesus is gonna win!” 

 

Live in that light, in the light of your great King. 

 


