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BY WHOSE AUTHORITY? 
(SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: Deut. 31:1-13; 2 Peter 3:10-18 

Introduction 

Christians are often challenged by the question of authority. 

Who is the independent authority for proving that there is a God? 

Who is the independent authority for saying that the Bible is the inspired, infallible, and 
authoritative Word of God? 

The best way of answering is by beginning with the authority of God and His 
unquestionable existence as the basis for discussion. 

This may seem to be arbitrary or circular reasoning. 

So we simply accept the Bible because it says that it is God’s Word? 

Well, it is not so simplistic as this, but ultimately we accept the Bible as the Word of God 
because of what it contains and claims. 

The question of authority will be one of the main things we explore in this message. 

Give thanks for the authority of Scripture and the work of the Holy Spirit so that you 
have confidence that God has given us His Word. 

We will explore the subjects of authority, witness, and proof in this message. 

 

1) WHO IS THE FINAL AUTHORITY? 

The Westminster Confession of Faith in Section 4 on Scripture states: 

The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, and obeyed, 
dependeth not upon the testimony of any man, or church; but wholly upon God 
(who is truth itself) the author thereof: and therefore it is to be received, because it 
is the Word of God. 

This is a very important statement. 
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Let me give an illustration. 

When you go to the hardware store and you buy a piece of lumber, you might use a tape 
measure in order to check the length of the board you are purchasing. 

Now, before you do that, do you first check the accuracy of your tape measure? 

No, you assume that your tape measure is accurate and that it can serve as a standard to 
measure the lumber you are buying. 

Now what standard could be used to verify the Bible as the Word of God? 

What would the outside authority be? 

The Roman Catholic Church likes to speak that it plays a key role in this. 

You won’t find a simple statement like the Roman Catholic Church declares that the Bible 
is the Word of God. 

But the Roman Church does declare in the Baltimore Catechism that, “It is only from 
Tradition (preserved in the Catholic Church) that we can know which of the writings of 
ancient times are inspired and which are not inspired.”1 

Further Rome declares that her Tradition must be accepted and honored with equal 
sentiments as the Word of God.2 

It might be nice if we could simply say, that some infallible and independent authority has 
determined the Bible to be the Word of God. 

As vital and important as the Church of Jesus Christ is, it is not the Church that gives the 
Word of God its authority. 

Rather, God has spoken to us in His Word, and this is why it must be received. 

Now someone might say, well, if I write in some book, “This is God’s Word.” Does that 
make something God’s Word? 

No!  

The Bible is not simply some old book unearthed in an archaeological dig that declares at 
the start, “This is God’s Word.” 

                                                
1 Cited by Robert L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, 73. 
2 Catechism of the Catholic Church Para 82 cited by Richard Bennett, East of Eden, 23. 
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Rather, we know the history of much of the OT. It has a long history showing how God 
spoke at various times and in various ways to the Fathers. 

The NT was written by apostles and other chosen men, and it also has a history that is not 
as long but one that still bears witness to God’s revelation and communication of His will 
over a period of some 40 years. 

We cannot prove that the Bible is God’s Word. Rather we receive God’s Word. 

1Th. 2:13   For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you 
received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in 
you who believe.  

2Pet. 1:19   And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to 
heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts;  

2Pet. 1:21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  

1John 5:9   If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this 
is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son. 

 

2) WHAT IS THE WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE? 

I said earlier in the message that we should not reduce the authority of the Bible simply to 
“The Bible says it is the Word of God and so it is the Word of God.” There is much more 
that Scripture presents. 

And what is the testimony or the witness of Scripture that it is the Word of God? 

I want to share 5 points. 

 

1. Throughout the OT, you find the phrase, “says the LORD,” used at least 841 times in 25 
OT books. 

Additionally you find the phrase, “the LORD said,” used another 217 times in 22 books. 
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Another 136 times you find the phrase, “the LORD spoke,” in 17 OT books. 

Now, if you just add up these references you have almost 1200 places in the OT where 
God is said to have directly spoken. 

I am sure we could look for similar phrases to add to this total. 

In fact, the word Yahweh or LORD is used 6,520 times in the OT. The OT is chiefly then 
centered around God’s will and works. 

So clearly the OT witnesses repeatedly to the fact that it contains the record of God’s will 
and voice. 

As Bryan Chapel has stated, “It is the Word of God or it is total rubbish. It can’t just be a 
good book.”3 

 

2. The NT writers in perfect agreement often introduce their quotations from the OT 
with formulas like “The Holy Spirit says…” or similar phrases. 

Heb. 3:7   Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: 

 “Today, if you will hear His voice, 

Acts 4:24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord 
and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that 
is in them,  25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: 

 “Why did the nations rage, 

 And the people plot vain things? 

The NT repeatedly affirms the inspiration of the OT. 

Luke 1:70  As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, 

 Who have been since the world began, 

1Pet. 1:10   Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, 
who prophesied of the grace that would come to you,  11 searching what, or what 

                                                
3 Gospel Coalition Conference, Wednesday, April 22, 2009, Session #6. 
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manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.  12 
To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering 
the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached 
the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire 
to look into. 

 

3. Jesus Christ and the Apostles endorsed as genuine and authentic the canon of the 
Jewish Scriptures as it existed in their time. 

Remember that in the Jewish division the OT has three parts – the Law, Prophets, and the 
Holy Writings or Psalms. Sometimes just two parts are used to speak of the whole – the 
Law and the Prophets. 

Recall the famous conversation of Jesus and the two disciples as they walked to the village 
of Emmaus. 

Luke 24:25   Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe 
in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered 
these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the 
Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself. 

And then later that day when Jesus was with the other disciples he said. 

Luke 24:44   Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in 
the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 45 And He 
opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. 

Further, Jesus often rebuked His own people for disobeying the Scriptures, but never for 
forging or corrupting the Word of God.4 

Matt. 22:29   Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing 
the Scriptures nor the power of God…” 

                                                
4 Points taken from A. A. Hodge, Westminster Confession, 31-32. 
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4. The canon or collection of OT books endorsed by Jesus Christ and the Apostles is the 
same canon that we have now. 

We studied a number of years ago the various steps in the canonization of the OT. It is a 
testimony to God’s work of inspiration, preservation, and directing His people to see the 
truth. 

Under this point we can consider several related points. 

The NT writers quote as Scripture almost every one of the books we recognize and no 
others. 

The Greek Translation of the OT, the Septuagint, which was made in Egypt around 285 
B.C. was frequently quoted by Christ and the apostles. It contains every book of the OT 
that we have in our translations. 

Josephus, the Jewish historian born in A.D. 37, gives the same listing for the OT 
Scriptures that we have. 

Further, the testimony of the early Christian writers uniformly agrees with that of the 
ancients Jews as to every book. 

Even to this day, both Jews and Christians have kept separately the same canon.5 

 

5. Now what about the NT? We see a similar but not an identical pattern. 

Why is it not identical? Well, we have the witness of Jesus and the Apostles toward the 
OT, but the NT was not finished during the time of Christ and it was only later in the life 
of some of the Apostles that you have the completion of the NT canon. 

God worked through Paul, Peter, and finally John to bring together the NT canon. It was 
not a later church official or pronouncement that formed the NT canon. 

We do see in the record of church history a recognition of the NT canon. This history 
over several centuries shows there were sometimes questions and challenges to the truth 
of God’s Word. This is not a surprise. 

                                                
5 A. A. Hodge, 32. 
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In summary let me share a quote by John Frame from his systematic theology. 

The early church was divided by many controversies concerning basic doctrines, 
including the Trinity and the person of Christ. There were differences among 
them, too, as to what books were canonical. But it is remarkable how little they 
fought about this. Some of the differences had to do with geography: some books 
reached parts of the church before other parts. Some of them had to do with views 
of content and authorship. But remarkably, when in A.D. 367 Bishop Athanasius 
of Alexandria published a list of books accepted in his church, there was no 
clamor. From that time on, Christians of all traditions… agreed on the NT canon. 
Indeed, throughout the centuries since, agreement on the NT canon has been 
more unanimous than on the OT canon, though on the surface it might seem that 
ascertaining the former would be more difficult. What happened? Jesus’ sheep 
heard his voice. Or, to put it differently, the Holy Spirit illumined the texts so that 
God’s people perceived their divine quality.6 

 

3. WHAT IS THE PROOF FOR GOD’S WORD? 

Listen to the beautiful words of the Westminster Confession dealing with the proof of 
God’s Word. 

1.5. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high 
and reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture. And the heavenliness of the matter, the 
efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the 
scope of the whole (which is, to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes 
of the only way of man’s salvation, the many other incomparable excellencies, and 
the entire perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it does abundantly evidence 
itself to be the Word of God: yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion and 
assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the 
inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our 
hearts. 

There is a place for the church of Jesus Christ witnessing to the truth of Scripture. 

                                                
6 John Frame, Systematic Theology, 588. 
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1 Tim. 3:15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to 
conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth. 

But we don’t simply believe the Bible because a pastor, elder, denomination, or a pope 
tells us to believe. 

There are other wonderful proofs found in Scripture that the Confession summarizes. 

1.   The contents direct us to heavenly things.  

2.   The teaching/doctrine of Scripture works in terms of life and human experience.  

3.   The style of Scripture is majestic. You can see you are not just reading a human-
inspired story or teachings.  

4.   Scripture agrees with itself. In some cases we have to explain the agreement, but 
amazingly there is agreement over a very large amount of revelation.  

5.   Scripture is focused not on man’s glory, but God’s glory.  

6.   Scripture speaks very clearly as to the only way of salvation. There is wonderful 
unity from beginning to end. Unity in the OT and NT on this. 

All of these are points that we can use in our witness to unbelievers and to the world in 
general. 

But the confession writes that the full proof and assurance of the infallible truth of 
Scripture and its authority is through the work of the Holy Spirit by and with the Word in 
your heart. 

Listen to a few passages. 

Is. 59:21   “As for Me,” says the LORD, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit 
who is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart 
from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth 
of your descendants’ descendants,” says the LORD, “from this time and 
forevermore.” 

1Cor. 2:10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  11 For what man knows the 
things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one 
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knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the 
things that have been freely given to us by God. 

John 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you 
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears 
He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He 
will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 

 

Conclusion: 

We have covered a lot of ground here. 

Scripture alone can be the final authority – no man or institution can stand over it. 

We see an abundant witness in Scripture itself: the testimony of the OT and NT. The 
witness of the Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles. Clearly the OT canon was received by 
Christ. And the word of God and the record of history show a similar record for the NT. 

Scripture does give abundant proof of its own inspiration and authority in a variety of 
ways, but it is the Holy Spirit who seals the word in our hearts. 

-   Give thanks for the authority of Scripture and the work of the Holy Spirit so 
that we have confidence that God has given us His Word. 

John 10:25   Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works 
that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me. 26 But you do not believe, 
because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. 27 My sheep hear My voice, and 
I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, 
who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them 
out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.” 

Prayer 

Hymn: 265 

Benediction – Ephesians 3:20-21 
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   Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to 

all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 


