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Review: 
 
THE BROTHERS TELL JACOB OF THEIR EXPERIENCE IN EGYPT 
 
Genesis 42: 26-34 
 The brothers set out for Canaan without Simeon and without realizing that Joseph 
is the governor of Egypt with whom they have been dealing. This journey would be about 
two hundred fifty miles. The Israelite homeland was in Hebron and Joseph was in 
Memphis, which is about ten miles south of present day Cairo. It would be a three-week 
journey.  
 When they stopped a camping place, (not an inn the Hebrew word is melone 
which is a camping place ָמלֹון), to feed their animals one of the brothers opened the sack 
he had just purchased from the Egyptians and saw the money he used to purchase the 
grain resting at the opening of the sack on top of the grain. This caused them to panic. 
But they acknowledged the root source of all their issues when they said, “What is this 
that God hath done unto us?” They feared it was a ruse by the Egyptians to entrap them. 
The governor had accused them of being spies and now they could be accused of being 
thieves as well. They must have hurried to get far away from Egypt before the Egyptians 
could find them. God was using Joseph to break their hard hearts. Finally, when they got 
home they told Jacob the worst news. The Egyptian governor has Simeon and wants 
Benjamin as well. If they will bring Benjamin back then he will know that they are not 
spies he will release Simeon, and they can have free travel in Egypt (traffic about). 
  
JACOB REFUSES TO SEND BENJAMIN TO EGYPT 

 
Genesis 42: 35-38 
 Once home they related their experiences to Jacob including facts they revealed 
about the nature of their family. His reaction was predictably disturbed. In their haste to 
get away from their perceived pursuers’ they failed to examine the other sacks of grain. 
When they opened them they and Jacob saw the bundles of money in each sack. Jacob 
now was resolved to not send Benjamin to Egypt. He did not trust these circumstances. If 
his sons were called spies and then possibly thieves he thought they would be 
apprehended if they went back to Egypt. He would not even consider the proposal since 
he was so very protective of Benjamin his youngest and son of Rachel his beloved wife. 
One son was lost, one in prison and now he was being asked to send another one on a 
journey that he was very uncomfortable about. He was responding to the request in an 
emotional manner not logistically evaluating what was before him. Ruben attempted to 
console him by offering up his two sons if he failed to bring Benjamin back. This was 
largely an emotional gesture since Jacob would never slay the two sons to compensate for 
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the loss of his sons. His response was “then will ye bring down my gray hairs with 
sorrow to Sheol.” This was not up to Sheol but down to Sheol. There were good and bad 
compartments to Sheol. His expectation was that because of this he was not destined to 
go to the good compartment.  
 
THE ISRAELITES RUN OUT OF FOOD 
 
Genesis 43: 1-7 
 As the effects of the famine worsened and the grain they had secured in Egypt 
was eaten up Jacob said to his sons that they should go buy a little more. Perhaps Jacob 
thought that if they just tried to purchase a small quantity then they would not have to 
meet the Egyptian governor again and comply with his requirements. Judah tried to 
restate the firmness of the Egyptian governor’s resolve to not see them at all if they failed 
to bring back their young brother. There was no way they could get food without 
Benjamin. The text then using Jacob’s new name Israel says he exploded and said, 
“Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother?” He 
was accusing them of offering too much information when he did not see the reason for 
it. Judah responded by saying it was not their doing. The man they were dealing with 
asked about their family and when we responded we had no idea that he would require 
Benjamin in order to release Simeon and sell us more food. Jacob was still responding to 
this situation in an emotional manner. He must have remembered that Abraham was 
promised by God almighty (Genesis 15: 13-14) that someday his people would be a land 
that was not theirs and undergo an affliction. He might have had this in his mind as well 
when he resisted sending Benjamin. 

JUDAH PLEADS WITH JACOB 

Genesis 43: 8-15 
Judah then began to plead with Jacob and offered himself as a personal guarantee 

for the safety of Benjamin. He affirmed that the necessity of bringing Benjamin was 
genuine. If he was not with them when they went back there would be no food and 
Simeon would not be released. Perhaps they would be imprisoned as well. For now the 
famine was worsening and they would all die including their children if food was not 
secured soon. In fact they should have already gone back a second time by now except 
for Jacob who was being obdurate over this issue. If it didn’t work out Judah said he 
would take all the responsibility forever. Judah was not offering much of a personal 
guarantee, just that he would be held responsible. Jacob did not listen to Reuben making 
the same plea. Now that the famine was worsening and they were facing starvation he 
had to consider the only way to obtain the Egyptian resources. Judah was experienced in 
the loss of sons and he was being empathetically persuasive to Jacob. Jacob now began to 
realize that he had no other way out of this situation. 
 Jacob then instructed his sons to gather the finest fruits available in Canaan and 
present them to the Egyptian governor along with balm, honey, spices as well as myrrh, 
nuts and almonds. There must have been a limited amount of these commodities available 
to them since Jacob used the term “little” when referring to the amount to give the 
Egyptians. Even though they had some other goods they still needed grain to sustain life 
and that is what they would get in Egypt. This practical offering would assist in two 
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ways. One, it would appease the governor and let him know that the Israelites were 
serious and two, the balm, spicery and ladanum were not available in Egypt. The 
Ishmaelites were on the way to Egypt to trade these same items when the brothers sold 
Joseph to them. Joseph would appreciate Jacob’s choice of these seemingly insignificant 
gifts to the second most powerful man in the world. These delicacies were highly 
desirable more so than gold and silver. He probably had all he wanted of gold and silver. 
He also told them to take double the money necessary to secure the food and gain 
Simeon’s release. Perhaps the Egyptians did not realize that they had placed the money in 
the sacks and would not hold them accountable due to the honesty they would display by 
returning the money to them.  
 Finally Jacob tells them to take Benjamin with them. In doing so he invokes the 
powerful of God “El Shaddai” the powerful one. He was asking God to provide safe 
return of Benjamin, Simeon and the rest of the sons with the food. Jacob was put into a 
situation where he had to trust God. It was out of his hands and he was very disturbed 
about it. The brothers left Canaan with double the money the gifts and Benjamin to meet 
with Joseph. 
 
Today’s Message: 
 
JOSEPH PREPARES FOR THE SECOND RECEPTION OF HIS BROTHERS 
 
Genesis 43: 16-25 
 

16And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his 
house, Bring the men into the house, and slay, and make ready; for the men 
shall dine with me at noon. 17And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man 
brought the men to Joseph’s house. 18And the men were afraid, because they 
were brought to Joseph’s house; and they said, Because of the money that 
was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may 
seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our 
asses. 19And they came near to the steward of Joseph’s house, and they spake 
unto him at the door of the house, 20and said, Oh, my lord, we came indeed 
down at the first time to buy food: 21and it came to pass, when we came to the 
lodging-place, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man’s money 
was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought 
it again in our hand. 22And other money have we brought down in our hand 
to buy food: we know not who put our money in our sacks. 23And he said, 
Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given 
you treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he brought Simeon out 
unto them. 24And the man brought the men into Joseph’s house, and gave 
them water, and they washed their feet. And he gave their asses provender. 
25And they made ready the present against Joseph’s coming at noon: for they 
heard that they should eat bread there (ASV 1901).  

 
 Without his brother’s knowledge one morning Joseph saw them returning with 
Benjamin, as he had demanded. Joseph then instructed his staff administrator to bring 
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them into his house, prepare fresh meat and the main meal of the day, which the 
Egyptians enjoyed at noon. He then left the house so the servant could greet them alone. 
Being a loyal and dutiful servant the man did exactly as Joseph had directed, he brought 
the brothers into Joseph’s home and initiated the meal preparations. This must have 
seemed strange to them. Here they were coming back to Egypt for additional food and the 
second highest-ranking person in the kingdom was bringing them into his royal house. 
The Egyptian retinue of Joseph’s household would be there as well. They were afraid for 
themselves since they might be accused of thievery for the money which they found in 
their sacks of grain when the departed Egypt last. Further, their fear caused them to begin 
to think of some undesirable outcomes such as a possible accusation and conviction. 
They could even be made slaves and forfeit their pack animals. In their attempt to avoid 
this, they immediately confronted the household administrator at the front door of the 
house to explain this issue.  Addressing him as lord, adonee ֲאדִֹני they begin to explain 
saying, “we came indeed down at the first time to buy food and it came to pass, when we 
came to the lodging-place, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man’s money 
was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in 
our hand.” They then continued the pleading by saying they have additional money to 
pay for the grain they came this time to purchase. They didn’t immediately return the 
money when they discovered it on their last trip. They were afraid of the possibility of 
being called thieves in additional to being accused as spies. They honestly did not realize 
how the money got into their grain sacks. Even more startling to them must have been 
when the steward admitted to being the person who had their money and returned it. The 
steward, who was initiated into Joseph’s plans, replied in a comforting manner, “Peace 
be to you shalom lahchem ( ָלֶכם ָׁשלֹום  is not a common form of salutation here, but of 
encouragement). As he says this he assures them that it is entirely their God and the God 
of their father’s doing. He may not have realized what he was saying but this is a partial 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant. God is moving the family down to Egypt and this 
is another stage in the process. Then the man brought Simeon out to join them. Finally in 
a most hospitable act reserved for honored guests he gave them water to wash their feet 
and food for their animals. Seeing that they were being treated as honored guests they got 
the gifts ready for the Egyptian ruler that had sold them grain and was now treating them 
so well. 
 
JOSEPH MEETS HIS BROTHERS AGAIN 
 
Genesis 43: 26-30 
 

26And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present, which was in 
their hand into the house, and bowed down themselves to him to the earth. 
27And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well, the old 
man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? 28And they said, Thy servant our 
father is well, he is yet alive. And they bowed the head, and made obeisance. 
29And he lifted up his eyes, and saw Benjamin his brother, his mother’s son, 
and said, Is this your youngest brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he 
said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. 30And Joseph made haste; for his 
heart yearned over his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered 
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into his chamber, and wept there (ASV 1901).  
 

 Just at the proper time Joseph came into the house and the brothers presented him 
with the presents they brought him from Canaan. In the greeting and presenting of the 
gifts they bow down low to the ground in obeisance to him. Again Joseph must have 
recalled the dreams he had when he was just seventeen before they attempted to murder 
him and sold him into slavery. He must have been emotionally kindled almost beyond 
control. God’s dreams are coming to fulfillment. Because he was faithful to God he was 
being used mightily as an agent of God’s plan. Still acting that he has no intimate 
knowledge of them or their family he asks about the welfare of their father the old man of 
whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? Interestingly they respond in additional obeisance by 
bowing their heads in submission and saying that he is indeed alive and they call him 
“Thy servant our father.” Joseph then asked about the young man they brought with them 
saying, “Is this your youngest brother, of whom ye spake unto me?” Still holding his 
emotions in check he says, as if signifying his rank in the Egyptian hierarchy, “God be 
gracious unto thee, my son.” This was his first direct speech to Benjamin since he had 
been sold into slavery at age seventeen, more than twenty years ago. Seeing Benjamin 
who was now grown up was too much for him to contain. He left he room and wept hard. 
 
JOSEPH COMMENCES THE MEAL 
 
Genesis 43: 31-34 

 
31And he washed his face, and came out; and he refrained himself, and said, 
Set on bread. 32And they set on for him by himself, and for them by 
themselves, and for the Egyptians, that did eat with him, by themselves: 
because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an 
abomination unto the Egyptians. 33And they sat before him, the first-born 
according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the 
men marvelled one with another. 34And he took and sent messes unto them 
from before him: but Benjamin’s mess was five times so much as any of 
theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him (ASV 1901). 

 
 After he had cried hard he washed his face to relieve himself, so it would not be 
obvious that he was overcome with emotion, he directed the staff to start the meal. The 
Egyptian staff being xenophobic about eating with any other people groups, prepared 
individual tables for the brothers, themselves and one for Joseph due to his exalted 
position over them. Joseph was also not going to eat with the Egyptians, as he did not 
fully integrate into their culture or pagan worship. He was very loyal to Pharaoh but knew 
God and would not capitulate to the paganism of the Egyptians. He would also continue 
to separate himself from his brothers for a time yet. What Joseph did next must have 
caused additional anxiety within his brothers. He arranged them in order from the first-
born according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth. Henry Morris 
has noted that there are 39, 917,000 possible orders one can arrange eleven individuals 
into. This could not be change that the servants placed the brothers in the birth order 
seating. The odds are 40 million to one that it could be achieved. They marvelled at this. 
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The Hebrew word translated as marvelled is vehyeetmehoo ַוִּיְתְמהּו and it means to be 
dumb founded. They literally were bewildered and astonished. Finally Joseph conducts a 
test on the brothers to see if their hearts were still filled with envy as when they tried to 
kill him many years ago. Joseph has Benjamin given five times as much food as the other 
siblings. They don’t seem to mind as they drank, and were merry with him. There was no 
obvious suggestion of jealousy or resentment toward Benjamin as there had been with 
Joseph. Joseph was now nearly satisfied with their change of heart. There would be one 
more test for them to overcome before Joseph would reveal himself to them. 
 
JOSEPH SETS UP THE FINAL TEST 
 
Genesis 44: 1-2 
 

1And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men’s sacks 
with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man’s money in his 
sack’s mouth. 2And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of the 
youngest, and his grain money. And he did according to the word that Joseph 
had spoken (ASV 1901).  

 
 Again without their knowledge Joseph has the brother’s money returned to them 
in the full grain sacks as they begin their journey beck home to Canaan. However, this 
time he has the steward place his personal silver cup, which he uses, as a sacred vessel in 
Benjamin’s grain sack. Since Joseph was acquainted with the most secret things of God 
he somehow might have used this silver cup in his devotions. He did not practice 
divination in the sense that the Egyptians did, but because of his dreams they probably 
thought he somehow did connect to God through this cup. In any event the staged crime 
would be considered worse with the theft of the sacred cup. Joseph’s final test would be 
to determine if the brothers would allow Benjamin to be arrested and leave him behind or 
not. So the steward ever dutiful and loyal to Joseph does as he is asked. It is not clear 
from the text if he was aware of Joseph’s testing of his brothers or even if he knew their 
relationship to Joseph. 
 
THE PLANNED ACCUSATION 
 
Genesis 44: 3-6 
 

3As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their 
asses. 4And when they were gone out of the city, and were not yet far off, 
Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost 
overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? 5Is 
not this that in which my lord drinketh, and whereby he indeed divineth? ye 
have done evil in so doing. 6And he overtook them, and he spake unto them 
these words (ASV 1901).  

 
 The next morning the brothers departed for their journey back to Canaan not 
aware of the money and cup that had been planted in their grain sacks. Joseph gave them 
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some lead-time to get to the outskirts of Memphis and he commanded his steward to 
chase after them and overtake them. When he got to them he was to accuse them of 
responding to Joseph’s hospitality with evil. They would have no idea what the steward 
was talking about. He met them and accused them of stealing Joseph’s silver cup calling 
it the cup “in which my lord drinketh, and whereby he indeed divineth?”  
 
THE ACCUSATION REALIZED 
 
Genesis 44: 7-13 
 

7And they said unto him, Wherefore speaketh my lord such words as these? 
Far be it from thy servants that they should do such a thing. 8Behold, the 
money, which we found in our sacks’ mouths, we brought again unto thee out 
of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord’s house silver 
or gold? 9With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, let him die, and we 
also will be my lord’s bondmen. 10And he said, Now also let it be according 
unto your words: he with whom it is found shall be my bondman; and ye shall 
be blameless. 11Then they hasted, and took down every man his sack to the 
ground, and opened every man his sack. 12And he searched, and began at the 
eldest, and left off at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 
13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to 
the city (ASV 1901).  

 
 The servant’s accusation elicits a strong denial as a response from the brothers. 
They answer with a rhetorical question, “Wherefore speaketh my lord such words as 
these?” Then they again refer to themselves as the crown’s servants who would never do 
such as thing. They even go on to say that they have already shown their honesty by 
bringing back the money that was placed in their sacks from the last trip to Egypt. They 
reason that they would then certainly not take a mere cup of silver or even gold! They 
were so sure that none of them had stolen anything that they make a bold offer, “With 
whomsoever of thy servants it be found, let him die, and we also will be my lord’s 
bondmen.” In other words the thief will be executed and the rest will become slaves to 
you. The servant agrees and restates their offer just to clearly affirm it. So the search 
began. The steward began the search by having every one of them take his sack down 
from the pack animal for inspection. He searched Reuben first as the eldest and worked 
his way to Benjamin as the last. Of course he found the cup in Benjamin’s sack. The 
brothers were so distraught they tore their clothes in despair, repacked their animals and 
returned to Memphis. 
  
JUDAH INTERVENES FOR THE BROTHERS 
 
Genesis 44: 14-17 
 

14And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s house; and he was yet there: 
and they fell before him on the ground. 15And Joseph said unto them, What 
deed is this that ye have done? know ye not that such a man as I can indeed 
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divine? 16And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we 
speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of 
thy servants: behold, we are my lord’s bondmen, both we, and he also in 
whose hand the cup is found. 17And he said, Far be it from me that I should 
do so: the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my bondman; but 
as for you, get you up in peace unto your father (ASV 1901). 

 
 They came directly to Joseph’s house and fell on the ground before him in the 
lowest and most degrading bow in obeisance that they had done to date. This groveling 
was by far the most dramatic prostration before their brother Joseph. Joseph begins the 
discussion by saying, “What deed is this that ye have done? know ye not that such a man 
as I can indeed divine?” In other words “ did you not realize that I have divination power 
and would know that you stole my cup?” He was putting them very strongly to the test. 
Judah responds as the family spokesman by saying that they are bewildered and do not 
know what to do or say! By saying that Elohime has found us out and we are all going to 
be your slaves he is referring to the time he and the others sold Joseph into slavery. He 
knew that Benjamin did not steal the cup. Joseph very shrewdly responds and says only 
the one who stole the cup will be a slave. The rest of you will go back to your father in 
peace. There will hardly be peace when they return to Jacob without Benjamin. This was 
Jacob’s greatest fear that he would lose his youngest and beloved son. 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: JOSEPH REVEALS HIMSELF 
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