
May 22, 2011 

1 
 

The Way: Results or Consequences 

Numbers 32:23 

But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure your sin 

will find you out. 

 

The word the is a word of particular distinction.  It makes a significant difference in many of the 

phrases in which it is applied.  Donald Trump is not just Donald… but the Donald.  Graduates 

from one mid- western university are careful to point out that they graduated from The Ohio 

State University.  This week there was a significant dust up in the relationship between our 

President and the nation of Israel.  Back in 1967 following the six day war…the U.N. Security 

Council resolution 242 stipulated that Israel was to withdraw their forces “from territories 

occupied in the recent conflict…”  The wording there mattered.  The United States, which was 

on the Security Council, at that time, had demanded that one word be dropped from this 

resolution, the word „the.‟  Originally the resolution was set to demand that Israel withdraw from 

“the territories occupied in the recent conflict.”  By dropping the definitive „the‟ Israel was 

allowed room to maintain some of those territories for their own defense.  The major reason for 

the upset of Israel with our president this week is that he, in essence, is the first American 

president since 1967 to re-insert the „the‟ before those territories.  This would leave Israel no 

wiggle room to retain land necessary for their own defense.  The is an important Word… 

 

We Christian‟s understand this.  When Jesus presented his central cosmic importance to 

humanity he did so by proclaiming in John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth and the life…”  The 

statement was a definitive statement that staked out exclusive ground for the Lord Jesus.  He 

wasn‟t just a truth and a way and a means of life.  He was the truth, the life… the way.  Christ 

pressed the definitive nature of the „the‟ by concluding… “no one comes to the Father but by 

me.”  The „the‟ is definitely exclusive.   

 

The earliest followers of Jesus Christ recognized this definitive, exclusive claim.  And so the first 

name that they gave to their faith was the name, “The Way.”  You will find multiple times in the 

book of Acts where this is the name given to the Christian faith.  Today it is unfortunate that a 

Cult has taken hold of this name and applied it to their false doctrine.  The name belongs to the 

Orthodox Christian faith.  It was declared by the first followers of Christ that they were followers 

of „The Way.”  And every true follower of Christ is today still in The Way. 

 

There is a challenge in our current age of Western Civilization.  This is the age of Post 

Modernity.  It is an age in which a generation has risen up to reject the Bible and the God of the 

Bible and the Savior that the Bible tells us of.  It has been a rejection of this Way.  The 

reasoning behind this rejection, at this point in time, has been to argue that all the stories of the 

past are just stories told for the purpose of gaining power for the story teller.  In other words 

everything you have been taught is just the Propaganda of those who want to control you.   

 

I think the obvious question to ask those who are teaching you this new doctrine is “Who do you 

want to control?” “So isn‟t this idea just your propaganda so that you can gain power over me?”  

But what most people in our generation are asking is, “What are we to do if all we have been told 

is just propaganda?”  And the answer that is being given to them is that you are to, “Make up 

your own story.  Create your own truth.  Live for your own Now.”  There is no the. You only 
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have a truth and a way before you and it is whatever you want it to be.  That is what they are 

saying.  As a result they have taken away the defenses we need to protect ourselves from 

ultimate ruin.   
 

This may sound liberating for a second but wait moment.  Taking away the „the‟ has some rather 

horrific consequences: 

 Ultimately removing the „the‟ from truth casts us out upon very rough seas.  In an arena 

of devouring and competing personal „truths‟ what will ultimately dominate is raw 

power.  Think about it.  If nothing has meaning beyond your power to assert it, than 

ultimately arbitrary power is the ultimate meaning.  And life is boiled down to the 

survival of the fittest.   Ex. Ravi Zacharias quote of Andrei Sakorav Russian Physicist who gave 

Russia the Hydrogen Bomb.  He said, “I always thought the bomb was the most powerful weapon but now 

I know it is the truth.”  But if you take away the “the” from truth Sakorav is wrong… it is the Bomb that is 

ultimate, power that is ultimate. 

 Also if meaning is something each of us can make and conjure up for ourselves, 

according to our own whims then there is no long range meaning.  As a result the present 

surrenders to itself and is not sustained by anything beyond itself.  And we become 

prisoners of the moment with no meaningful future and no meaningful past.   

 Dinesh D‟Sousa would in his What‟s so Great about Christianity would have you 

Imagine that you had no capacity to remember anything that happened to you a minute 

before now.  This would mean you would have no capacity to anticipate what will happen 

to you a minute later from now.  You would be a meaningless, mindless speck of 

pointless, momentary consciousness.  This is where this theory leaves everyone.  If 

there is no “The” there is no meaning… there is no past… and there is no future… and 

there is no hope. 

 No wonder this theory has produced a global society that has lived for the moment while 

placing a massive unforgiveable debt upon their children and their grand children.  The 

debts of the nations are evidence that they have adopted the post modernist belief that all 

there is… is the present… the past and the future be damned.  This idea has given birth to 

a rootless and directionless age. 

 

You see if there is not an overarching truth that can engulf all things than there is no truth 

and there is no meaning… there is only a big mess. 

 

Against such an idea Christianity proclaims that it is The Way… that Christ is The Way.  It is not 

a way.  He is not a way.  Logically Christ would have failed us if he professed to be anything 

less than everything.  What is professed here is that Christianity, Jesus Christ… his life, his 

teaching, his commands… are great enough and powerful enough to embrace the whole of our 

existence.  Christianity and God‟s revelation given to us from His Word grips everything and 

everybody, everywhere in every circumstance of life and can make of it a complete, a single, 

meaningful whole.   

 

The Bible speaks of a time when Christ will come and reign upon earth as a time when the lion 

will lay down with the lamb and when all men will beat the swords into plow shares.  The idea is 

that, at that time, The Way will engulf the whole of life and bring it into complete and 

complimentary peace.  Christianity is not the Way simply as a theological or intellectual 

idea.  It is the way as the very pathway of life itself. 
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Note plainly then that Christianity in every way declares itself to be THE WAY… 

 1
st
 - If there is one way which is the way then there must be only one universe and 

not a multi-verse spreading in an un-defined direction.  Read Colossians 1:16-17 For 

by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 

created through Him and for Him. 
17

 And He is before all things, and in Him all things 

consist.  Here is the universe… held together as one and directed to one end… to the 

satisfaction of Jesus Christ.  Christ‟s way is the Way of the universe… 

 2
nd

 - If all creation is made by Christ and for Him than the creature must then work 

for Christ and if it won’t work for him then it works to its own ruin.  So Jesus says in 

Matthew 12:30 “He who is not for me (to me) is against me.”  And He says in Matthew 

7:24-27  
24

 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken 

him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 
25

 and the rain descended, the floods 

came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded 

on the rock. 
26

 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, 

will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 
27

 and the rain descended, the 

floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its 

fall.”   

 3
rd

 - If the Way of Christ is the Way and is consistent with His work in all Creation 

then this way should not only be imposed upon us by His command but it should 

also be something inherent with us by His creating.  In other words we should be 

made for His way and there should be something in us that prompts us in this way even if 

we do not always listen to it.  Romans 2:14-15… for when Gentiles, who do not have the 

law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to 

themselves, 
15

 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also 

bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them). 

In other words they were made for the Way of God… They were made for Christ and 

something in them shows up, within them, when they go out of that way that accuses 

them, and shows up, within them, when they go in that way that confirms them.  This is 

the conscience… 

 4
th

 - If the Way of Christ is the Way then we should be made for His way physically, 

emotionally, socially, morally, economically, spiritually.   Christ Himself said this was 

the declaration of the sum of every law of God, “That we should love him with all our 

hearts and minds and souls and strength.”  His way is the way for every fiber of our 

being.  Jeremiah 17:5-8 confirms the positive impact of living in The Way of the Lord 

and the impact of not living in His Way, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and 

makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the LORD. 
6
 For he shall be like a 

shrub in the desert, And shall not see when good comes, But shall inhabit the parched 

places in the wilderness, In a salt land which is not inhabited. 
7
 “Blessed is the man who 

trusts in the LORD, and whose hope is the LORD. 
8
 For he shall be like a tree planted by 

the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; 

But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease 

from yielding fruit.”  
 

Augustine said, “He who has God has everything. He who has everything but God has 

nothing.”  E. Stanley Jones tells of lecturing on the centrality of Christ as the Way, the 
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Truth and the Life in India.  After his lecture the Hindu moderator rose up to conclude the 

meeting by saying, “If what the speaker has said tonight is not true, it doesn‟t matter; but 

if it is true, then nothing else matters.” 
 

 5
th

 - If the Way of Christ is the Way then there should be positive results when we 

follow that way of self evident power and blessing and there should be negative 

consequences when we choose not to follow that way.  
o Galatians 6:7-9 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 

sows, that he will also reap. 
8
 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 

corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 
9
 

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we 

do not lose heart. 
10

 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

o Deuteronomy 5:29 Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they would fear 

Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might be well with them and 

with their children forever! 

o When we live for Christ… and submit to his command to believe on Him alone 

for life and Salvation; when we choose to follow Him as our way to the 

Father…He brings to us results that cause us to live with the grain of all that he 

has made.  Matthew 11:28-30 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. 
29

 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 

am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30

 For My yoke 

is easy and My burden is light.” Our lives become increasingly happy and 

harmonious and effective.   

o When we choose to live against Him.  When we reject Him and Choose to be 

our own way; a way for ourselves then we live against the grain of his created 

World and it like sand paper rubs us down to the nub.   

o Numbers 32:23  But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against 

the LORD; and be sure your sin will find you out.  God is saying that when we 

disobey and sin against Him and reject His way for our lives that this rebellion, 

this sin registers in our very being.  It finds its way into us and bring into our lives 

deterioration and ruin.  You get the results of coming to the Way or you get the 

consequences of going against the Way.   

 5
th a

 - If Christ has made Universe and made it for Himself than when you attempt 

to reorder it and manipulate it to do with in it what you want to do and not what He 

wants from you… well there are consequences to be paid.  One author writing in the 

40‟s tells of a young man who wrote a letter to an editor in which he said, “I‟d like this 

older generation to get acquainted with this guy called “Kick”—he is a wonderful guy—

give you thrills.”  The author wrote a reply, “Young man, may I suggest you get 

acquainted with another guy called „Kick back.‟ He is always a little behind the first guy 

and always gets the last kick.  You better get acquainted with him for everybody does 

sooner or later.” 
 

 6
th

 - If Jesus is the Way and His way is the Way then you are free to choose for 

yourself but you are not free to choose the results of your choosing.  The results and 

consequences are not in your hands but His.  And here is what he has said,  All of us 

have chosen at one time the wrong way and all of us are facing the consequences.  
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Romans 3:23 “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  Isaiah 53:6 “All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, everyone, to his own way…” Romans 6:23 

“The wages of sin is death.”  This is just logic at work.  Proverbs 2 times says, There is 

a way which seems right to a person but its end is the way of death…    
 

 7
th

 - If the Lord Jesus is the Way and His Way is the Way then He can find for us a 

Way back when we fall away.  And he has…  He has come lived a life in perfect 

conformity with His way and with His universe.  He offers to confer on those who will 

believe in Him and follow Him all the positive results of that perfect life.  He self taken 

upon himself all the negative consequences of our sin against His way.  He has died for 

us and now lives for us in order to show us the way back to Him.  Isaiah 53:6 “All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, everyone, to his own way… and the Lord 

has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death… but the 

gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Romans 3:21-24 But now the 

righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets, 
22

 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 

who believe. For there is no difference; 
23

 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, 
24

 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
 

Listen the post modernist doesn‟t believe in absolute truth.  They reject an absolute way for 

living.  They would contend that everyone‟s belief is valid.  The only transgression in post 

modern thinking is the belief or conviction that there is a hierarchy of truth.  That said, the 

postmodernist doesn‟t want his doctor, architects, engineers, airplane designers and pilots to 

practice this post-modern conclusion.  Francis Shafer suggests that the post modernist doesn‟t 

apply his belief when he is out picking mushrooms for his salad.  His way of thinking that there 

are only ways of thinking doesn‟t add up when he really needs to think. It is illogical.  There is 

The Way… And the Lord say that Way is Him. 
 

Application: 

1. You yourself must decide if The Way of Christ adds up.  It is an important decision 

because it will either place you with the grain of the entire universe or against it.   

2. The Bible teaches us and human experience argues that we are, because of sin, out 

of the way of life.  That is why there is so much more, social, physical, psychological 

incoherency. And Christ says I am that way.  Now in Grace he offers us a hand back into 

the right and only right direction.  You must take hold of His hand before you are taken 

out of the Way all together.  Remember - Proverbs 2 times says, There is a way which 

seems right to a person but its end is the way of death…   Chose wisely! 

3. Christ’s offer to the Christian is not to simply forgive you of your sins and to take 

you to heaven.  What he offers is to forgive you of your sins and to restore you into the 

paths of righteousness…to bring you back into The Way of Life that will expand with 

ever increasing blessing as you let Him by His gracious power lead you in it.  But if you, 

having come to Christ, chose at any moment to go against Him and His way, His will… 

well, there will be consequences.  Christ you see is the Way not just in one moment… not 

just at the moment in which you prayed to repent of your sins and give your life to him… 

He is the Way for every moment, and any moment not lived in Him and by Him and to 

Him and for Him will work against you, against your harmony, your peace, your walk in 

Him.   …be sure your sin will find you out! 


