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Message #67              Matthew 19:13-26 
 
Christ’s disciples are totally confused about the kingdom. 
 
THE DISCIPLES ARE CONFUSED AS TO WHOM WILL BE  BLES SED  IN THE 
KINGDOM AND CONFUSED ABOUT WHO WILL BE  IN  THE KIN GDOM, SO 
JESUS GIVES THEM SPECIFIC INSTRUCTION DESIGNED TO U NRAVEL THEIR 
CONFUSION. 
 
Now I want you to notice that in both episodes described in these verses, the disciples respond 
wrong–19:13b; 25.  They have been with Jesus nearly three years and yet still they are not quite 
tuned in to His program.  So these two episodes are designed to help straighten them out. 
 
EPISODE #1 – Children are brought to Jesus Christ desiring  blessing .  19:13-15 
 
The noun “children” in Greek is παιδια, which refers to a “little” child.  These were little 
children who could not come to Christ on their own, so they were brought by their parents.  Now 
when the children were brought to Christ, the parents wanted Christ to “lay hands” on them and 
“pray.”  What this means is that these children were not brought to Christ for healing, but for 
blessing.  The laying on of hands and praying was that which a religious leader would do to ask 
God to bless a person and to greatly use them. 
 
Now carefully notice the response of the disciples – they “rebuked” them.  This is an important 
word, which gives us great insight into exactly what happened here.  The Greek word for 
“rebuke” is επιτιμαω.  This word is comprised of two Greek words επι and τιμαω.  The 
preposition επι, when used in composition with a verb can mean “against” (Dana & Mantey, 
p. 106).  The word “τιμαώ” is one that means to value at a high level, to honor (Smith, p. 446). 
 
The parents saw the value of Jesus Christ and they were honoring Him at a high level by wanting 
Him to bless their children. When they got there, the disciples stood against them.  They actually 
opposed them and rebuked them. 
 
This is so tragic because we finally have some Israelites beginning to figure things out about 
Jesus Christ and when they do, they are opposed by His disciples.  Not only does Jesus have to 
combat the unbelief of Israel, but the ignorance of His own disciples. 
 
Notice in verse 14 Jesus responds to His disciples in three ways:  
1) Let the children alone. 
2) Do not hinder them from coming to me. 
3) These are the kind of individuals that belong in My kingdom. 
 
EPISODE #2 – Rich young ruler comes to Christ desiring  salvation .  19:16-26 
 
Part #1 - The  inquiry  of the rich young ruler.  19:16 
He was a typical Israelite; he was a moral, religious, self-righteous, independent ruler who 
thought he could do something to obtain eternal life. 
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What is interesting about this is that he obviously senses he does not have eternal life by what he 
has been doing. 
 
Part #2 - The  first  response of Jesus to the rich young ruler.  19:17 
 
(Point #1) - There is only One who is good and that is God. 
(Point #2) - If you want to try and reach the godly, good status by doing something, keep the 
                       commandments. 
 
Now the purpose of the Law is to show all men that they are sinners who cannot be good enough 
for God. 
 
Part #3 - The rich young ruler asks Christ  which  commandments he should keep.  19:18a 
I like what Dr. Walvoord said–this man had “no sense of his own sin” (p. 144). 
 
Part #4 - The  second  response of Jesus to the rich young ruler.  19:18b-19 
This little list is enough to show any person he can’t be as good as God. 
 
Part #5 - The rich young ruler claims he has kept  all  these things.  19:20 
Notice that he still senses he is lacking something. 
 
Part #6 - The  third  response of Jesus to the rich young ruler.  19:21 
You say you love your neighbor as yourself–sell everything you own and give it all away to the 
poor and follow me and you will have treasure in heaven.  Now Christ knew the young man 
would not do this. 
 
Part #7 - The rich young ruler went away  grieved .  19:22 
Notice he did not leaved saved–he left grieved.  He still thought salvation was up to him and 
what he found out was he could not measure up to God’s good commandment standards. 
 
Part #8 - The  first  response of Jesus to His disciples.  19:23-24 
Most rich people will not humble themselves to relying on Jesus Christ to get into the kingdom, 
but rely on themselves and their money. 
 
Part #9 - The disciples  respond  to this episode with the rich young ruler.  19:25 
They said well who can be saved if this good guy can’t? 
 
Part #10 - Christ gives His message of  salvation  to His disciples.  19:26 
 
Do not miss verse 26–it is impossible for man to do anything to be saved–salvation is only 
possible by relying upon God.  God is the only person who can save a sinner.  It is impossible 
for sinful man to save himself. 
 
How then will a man be saved?  By believing on the Lord Jesus Christ–whoever believes on Him 
will not perish but have everlasting life. 


