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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #17
“Election Proven from Scripture”

(Scriptures from NKJV)

NOTE: Much of the text herein is quoted directly or paraphrased from the

book, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination by Lorraine Boettner.

We meet again to cover the lessons on Predestination, and this will be number 17 in that

series.  We are dealing with the sub-topic of Unconditional Election.  The title of the lesson

this morning is “Election Proven from Scripture.”  We have given you a handout  whereby1

we will be looking at some of the texts, but before we do so, we have some comments in the

way of introduction.  

If we admit and affirm the doctrine of the inspiration of the Bible, and we admit that the

writings of the Prophets and the Apostles were breathed by the Spirit of God, and thus

infallible, then what we find in the Scriptures will be sufficient.  Thus on the irrefutable

testimony of the Scriptures, we must acknowledge something about election or

predestination to be an established truth, and one which we must receive if we are to

possess the whole counsel of God.  Those words are found throughout the Bible, and their

concepts are found throughout the Bible.  Therefore, we must believe something about

these topics.  Every Christian must believe in some kind of election;  for while the Scriptures

leave many things unexplained about the doctrine of election, they make the FACT very

plain that there has been an election.  So if you are a Christian and you acknowledge the

inspiration of the Bible, you must believe something about the doctrine of predestination.  

I don’t run across it much anymore because I am not operating in the circles that I used to

many years ago, but there was a little “cliche” used for years, and it is probably still used by

some that try to explain the doctrine of election in simple form.  They use the saying that

“God voted for me, the Devil voted against me, and I cast the deciding vote.”  That is

supposed to explain the textual definition of election.  Obviously, the ones who used that

cliche have taken very little time exegeting the texts of Scripture which deal with election.  I

first heard a great reply to that statement from Pastor E. W. Johnson who pastored for so

many years in Pine Bluff, Arkansas.  I do not know whether he originated it or not, but it is a

classic reply to that little cliche that “God votes for me, the Devil votes against me, and I

cast the deciding vote.”  Pastor Johnson said that there were two things wrong with that

assessment.  Number one, the Devil is not a registered voter in this election, and number

two, you were not old enough to vote when the election was held, before the foundation of

the world.  I have used that throughout my ministry whenever I came upon that concept.  

This chart is attached to this document at the end of this lesson.1
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Christ explicitly declared to His disciples, “You did not choose me, but I chose you, and

appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit,”  (John 15:16).  If election was

merely based on God foreseeing that a group of men decided they wanted to be Christ’s

disciples, and therefore Jesus saw their willingness to do so, and on that basis, He chose

them, why would Jesus make the statement, “You didn’t choose me, I first chose you.”  Yes,

they chose to follow Christ, but He is emphasizing that He initiated this thing, that His

choosing of them was not based upon His foreseeing that they would choose Him.  Jesus’

statement is reinforced throughout the teachings of the apostles and the prophets to

emphasize that it is God who took the initiative and made the first choice.  Yes, we chose

Christ, but we need to see that the Scriptures emphasize that it is He who first chose us,

and that our choice of Him is the response of His choice of us.  So God’s choice is primary

and man’s choice is only secondary and a result of the former.  So the Arminian or the

Semi-Pelagian, however, in making salvation depend upon man’s choice to use or abuse

God’s so-called offer of grace reverses this order and makes man’s choice the primary and

decisive one.  Thus the cliche, “God votes for me, and the Devil chooses against me, and I,

man, make the final choice.”  So that reverses the order.  There is no place in the Scriptures

for an election which is carefully adjusted to the foreseen actions of the creature.  The divine

will is never made dependent on the creature’s will for its determination, that God alone in

His good pleasure determines His choice.

Turn with me to the Book of Romans, chapter 5.  Here we see the sovereignty of God’s

choice is clearly taught when Paul declares in Romans 5:8, “That God commended His

love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”   In this text God

demonstrates His own love toward us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. 

Also, look at verse 6, “For when we were still without strength, (or ability) in due

time Christ died for the ungodly.”   Two times here Paul refers to the type of people

whom God loved, whom He chose, and for whom Christ died.  What is the quality of their

character?  They are sinners and they are ungodly.  It is not that God foresaw goodness in

them or that He foresaw good actions flowing from them, but it was while they were in a

state of depravity, and had no ability to pursue the things of God, that Christ died for them. 

This choice was made back in eternity past, for we were said to be “chosen in him before

the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him

in love.”  (cf. Ephesians 1:4).  So it is God who chooses to save, and in these two texts we

see that His love is not extended toward us because we were good, but in spite of the fact

that we were bad.  Let that sink in.  It was not that God chose us because we were good or

holy, but in spite of the fact that we were bad, God chose us.  It is God who chooses the

person and causes that person to approach or to come unto Him.  Look back in the Old

Testament in the Book of Psalms, chapter 65 and verse 4.  This is a Psalm of David. 

“Blessed is the man You choose, and cause to approach You, that he may dwell in
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Your courts.  We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, of Your holy

temple.”  Notice it is God who initiates and chooses individuals, and it is God who then

causes those individuals to approach Him in His holiness.  And the result is the individual is

satisfied with God’s goodness in dwelling in His presence.  So I repeat, it is God who put His

love upon us,   places us in His hands, and causes us to approach unto Him.  Arminianism

takes the choice out of the hands of God and places it in the hands of man.  Any system

which substitutes a man-made election falls below the teaching of Scripture on this subject.

Lets examine the cliche that we illustrated a moment ago in light of what the Apostle Paul

says in Ephesians 2:8, 9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that

not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”   Let

me put that cliche before us this morning as if someone would try to use that and try to

explain election.  “God votes for me, the devil votes against me,” so what happened to

God’s vote?  It was nullified by Satan.  But “I” cast the deciding vote.  Do you not see that

this statement is just riddled with human pride?  I’m the one who is the captain of my

salvation.  I’m the one who chose where my destiny is going to be.  It is filled with “I, I, I.” 

God’s choice couldn’t get the job done, so I had to do it.  Now does that fit in with Ephesians

2:8-9?  No it does not fit there because the plan of redemption as designed by God is to

shut the boasting of man’s mouth, so that even our faith flows from God.  It is “Not of

works, lest any man should boast, for we are His workmanship created in Christ

Jesus unto good works,” so that our response to the overture of God in the gospel is the

fruit of God’s grace.  It is not God’s grace responding to our choice, but that we are chosen

in Christ, and as a result of that, then the Holy Spirit produces and works in us “both to

will and to do for His good pleasure.”  (cf. Philippians 2:13).  

Do you recall in the darkest days of Israel’s apostasy, it was this principle of election which

made a difference between their survival as a nation and a remnant that was kept secure. 

We can find that in I Kings 19:18, but for time’s sake, lets take Paul’s understanding of it in

Romans 10 and 11: Starting in Romans 10:20 - “Isaiah is very bold and says: ‘I was

found by those who did not seek Me; (speaking of the Gentiles), I was made manifest

to those who did not ask for Me.’  But to Israel he says: ‘All day long I have

stretched out My hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”   Now look at chapter

11 verse 1-3 - “I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also

am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  God has not cast

away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says

of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, ‘Lord, they have killed

Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my

life’”?  (cf. I Kings 19:18).  Elijah looks around and said, “the prophets of Baal have killed

everyone of your servants, and I am the only one left alive.”  There is a book that I liked so
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much when I was a child, and I read it in the Country School.  It was “The Last of the

Mohicans.”  Do you remember that book?  It is the story of this one man who was the only

one left of the Mohicans Indian tribe.  That comes to my mind here with Elijah.  He said, “I

am the last Israelite left.  Everybody else has apostatized or has been killed.” Now look what

God, in divine response, says to Elijah in verse 4: “I have reserved for myself seven

thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”   I don’t understand the seven

thousand as a literal figure, but as a symbolic figure of perfection.  God has His perfect

number of the elect.  “The solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: The Lord

knows those who are His.” (II Timothy 2:19).   God said, “I’ve got my number who have

not bowed their knee to Baal.”  Now Paul picks up upon that in verse 5 - “Even so then at

the present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.”    Paul is

having to answer this question.  If the Messiah has come and died on the cross, why has

nearly everyone of Abraham’s descendants rejected Him?  Has God’s purpose failed?  He is

dealing with the rejection of fleshly Israel of their Messiah. And so the unbelieving Israelites

are throwing this up into Paul’s face.  You are saying Jesus is the Messiah.  If He is God’s

Messiah, why has the mass of Israel rejected Him and didn’t receive Him?  Paul says, “Wait

a minute, I am an Israelite.  I am here, and I am not the only one.  There is a perfect

remnant whom God foreknew personally in election who are being preserved at this present

time just as it was in Elijah’s time, and that same thing can be said today in the midst of

apostasy and darkness, we can be assured there is this day when I am speaking, a remnant

that is being preserved according to God’s election of grace.  God’s plan of redemption is not

failing because it is not based upon the number of the elect being in the majority.  There

has always been this remnant principle.  Now what is a remnant?  It is a left-over.  That is,

it is only a portion of a whole, and God’s elect are described as a portion of the mass.  I

cannot find anywhere from Genesis to Revelation when there was ever a time in which the

elect were in the majority.  That is why I hold to the doctrine of the remnant.  My

eschatology keeps me within that understanding, because I do not see a time on earth in

which there will ever be more of the elect manifested in a majority than in a minority. 

There is in the present time an election according to the remnant of grace.  

So what made the difference in Israel’s darkest hours?  It was God’s decree of election.  It is

for the sake of the elect that God governs the course of all history.  (cf. Mark 13:20).  And

the non-elect have no idea how much they are benefitting by being alive today, because

God still has an elect people whom He is calling out.  God blessed the household of Potiphar

for Joseph’s sake.  The non-elect are receiving blessings from God because of the presence

of the elect.  Joseph was one of God’s chosen.  Potiphar’s household benefitted and were

blessed by Joseph being in their midst.  Do you remember that God said He would save the

city of Sodom if He could find ten righteous people living there?  Why hasn’t God just

destroyed all of the non-elect today?  It is because He is still calling out His elect.  That is
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keeping many of the non-elect out of hell because they are being blessed while God is still

calling out His remnant.  The election of the remnant includes the opportunity of hearing the

gospel and receiving the gifts of grace, for without these means the great end of election

would not be attained. They are, in fact, elected to all that is included in the idea of the

eternal life.  That is a wonderful thought.  

II Peter 3:3-9 explains why God is delaying His coming.  Lets read that text before we start

looking at our chart.  “Knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days,

walking according to their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His

coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the

beginning of creation.’  For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the

heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water,  by

which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.  But the

heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved

for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, do

not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a

thousand years as one day.  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some

count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish

but that all should come to repentance.”  What is delaying the return of the Lord Jesus

Christ?  It is the calling out of the elect, and there are still elect who are being called.  That

is why I have reached the conclusion that - I am not dispensational pre-millennialist ,

historic pre-millennialist, I am not post millennialist, not amillennialist- but I am a pan-

millennialist because I believe everything is going to “pan” out alright.  My idea is that when

the last of the elect is called, that is when we will all be caught up, and time on earth will

cease as we know it.  Nobody knows when that last one of the elect is going to be called. 

Therefore, today is the day of salvation.  When you hear the gospel and you are unsaved,

you cannot think you have so much time left.  You may die today, or the Lord may call the

last of the elect, or the sheep will hear His voice and come at His call.  

Let’s now look at the handout, which lists some Scriptures that set forth the teaching of

unconditional election.  Remember how we defined unconditional election, that it is not God

choosing based upon foreseen conditions existing  in mankind, but it is God choosing in

order that He might cause individuals to come to Him.  

Look at the handout that I have given you.

II Thessalonians 2:13 - “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you,

brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for

salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.”   

Could you make it any clearer?  Here were some individuals in Thessalonica who had come
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to faith in Christ.  Who did Paul thank for that?  He didn’t say, “I am thankful that you made

the difference.”  Paul would not have adopted the idea that God voted for these people, the

devil voted against them, and he did not say “I am so thankful that you made the choice!” 

No, He thanked God for them.  They were the fruit of God’s work, the beloved of the Lord,

because God from the beginning chose them for salvation through the means of

sanctification by the Spirit, regeneration and belief in the truth.

 

Matthew 24:24 - “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs

and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”

Now what does that tell us about the elect?  They can’t be deceived.  They will hear His

voice and come at His call.  They will not be deceived and fall away into apostasy.  “My

Father who gave them me is greater than all and no man is able to pluck them out

of my Father’s hand, my Father and I are one.”   (John 10:29-30).  In other words,

Jesus is saying, “My Father and I are working the same purpose.  He gave them to Me to

save and I have saved them.  Nothing, no matter how evil, how deceptive, even if an angel

of light comes and tries to persuade one of these to leave Me, the Savior, that is impossible,

for they will be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation in the last day.  

Matthew 24:31 - “And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and

they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to

the other.”

Here is the coming of Christ.  The angel is going to go out to get them all.  Don’t forget

those who are in the grave, take them out first and those who are alive and remain, gather

all of them, everyone from Adam on down who has been brought to faith in Christ shall be

saved and delivered.

Mark 13:20 - “And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be

saved; but for the elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days.”  . . .  “No

temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is

faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with

the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”  

(I Corinthians 10:13)

No temptation can overcome and deceive the elect.

  

I Thessalonians 1:4 - “knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God.”

Does God want His people, His believers, to know something about election?  Have you ever

perhaps come across people who say, “I was in a church for so many years and I never

heard the term, election.”  What in the world is going on in a church that calls itself

Christian and this term is never brought up?  Obviously somebody is overlooking the whole

counsel of God or else they have sat under ministers and teachers who do not want to have

to struggle with the issue.  Thus when they come to these texts, they just very carefully

avoid them.  “Knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God.”   

Romans 11:7 - “What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect
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have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.”

I Timothy 5:21 - “I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect

angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with

partiality.”

Here we have a segment of the angelic race being referred to as “elect” or “chosen.”  

Romans 8:33 - “Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who

justifies.”

You have heard quite a lot in our congregation in the pulpit preaching and Sunday school

about the doctrine of justification.  It is that which takes place by grace through faith

wherein the person is removed from a state of condemnation and placed in a state of

justification.  Just-as-if-they had never sinned or ever would sin.  So you cannot be in a

state of justification and a state of condemnation at the same time.  When Satan or others

come along and make charges against a professing Christian, who does God come to the

defense of?  He comes to the defense of His elect.  Who are you to make a charge against

one of mine whom I have declared to be justified in my sight?  Look in John 5:24 at the

words of Jesus, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in

Him who sent Me has everlasting life.”  How long is that?  Those who believe that a

person can have everlasting life one day by choice, and then by their choice to go back and

abandon Christ to lose everlasting life, the question is it didn’t last very long, did it? 

Wouldn’t it be best to leave the adjective “everlasting” off and not ever use that term if you

were of that persuasion?  Look at the rest, “And shall not come into condemnation (or

judgment), but has passed from death unto life.”  So if a person has been brought to

spiritual life in Christ and has made a partaker of eternal life, he can never revert back to a

state of condemnation, because it is God who has declared him to be justified.  God says, I

will allow no one to make a charge against my elect.  Verse 25 - “Most assuredly, I say to

you, the hour is coming and now is (that is when Jesus was still alive and ministering)

when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.”  

What kind of life is going on here?  “The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God.” 

Those who are spiritually dead will now hear the voice of Christ and come to life.  Now it is

as if Jesus is saying, “Now this may be sort of hard to understand, let me illustrate it.” 

Verse 26 - “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have

life in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He

is the Son of Man.”  Now verses 28 and 29 - “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is

coming (future) in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come

forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have

done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”   What kind of life is this referring to in

verses 28 and 29?  It is physical life.  There is coming a time in which all the dead are going

to hear the voice of the Son of God to come forth.  Jesus is saying, that right now while I am

preaching and ministering to you, there are people who are hearing my voice and are
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passing from death unto life.  That is spiritual life, and that is going on all the time in the

history of God’s redemptive program.  But Jesus is saying, if that is hard to understand,

remember you understand this there is going to be a resurrection some day when all who

are in the grave are going to hear the voice of the Son of God.  What kind of voice is that

going to be?  Is that going to be a voice saying, “Please come out of those graves.”  “Make

your choice, I am calling!”  “Get out of those graves.”  Lazarus had been dead four days, by

this time he stinks.  Master, it is too late.  What did Jesus say?  “Lazarus, come forth!” 

Lazarus had no ability, but he heard the voice and his body was physically resurrected.  So

Lazarus’ nature responded to the voice of his Creator, the Lord Jesus Christ.  And one day all

men are going to hear the voice, some will be partakers of the resurrection unto life, and

some of the resurrection unto condemnation, but everybody is going to hear the voice of the

Son of God.  The wicked are not going to say, “No, I’m not getting out of this grave.”  They

are going to hear and come to judgment.  If that is going to take place by the Sovereign call

of Jesus Christ, what line of logic is it that says Jesus cannot call a person who is spiritually

dead out of death unto life?  Oh, but many make the objection “that is violating their will.” 

Is it violating their will when He says, “get out of the grave when the trumpet sounds?”  The

arguments continually collapse for those who are rooted in the “free-will” camp.

Romans 11:5 - “Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to

the election of grace.”

II Timothy 2:10 - “Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they

also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”

Here is Paul’s purpose for preaching and evangelizing and doing mission work.  How many

times in years past that my ministerial brethren have asked me, “Jim, if I believed what you

believe, I would quit preaching.  If you believe that everything is predestined and

foreordained, then why preach?”  What does that reveal about the hope of those preachers? 

That indicates that they believe they have the ability to raise the dead on their own through

their preaching.  Paul didn’t believe that.  He believed that there were elect sheep that had

to be brought into the fold and he said, “I endure all things for the sake of the elect.”  

What are some of the things that he endured.  He was shipwrecked, scourged, beaten,

rejected, and jailed.  Why in the world did he put up with all those things?  He did it for the

sake of the elect.  Isn’t it thrilling to find out that when Paul was put in jail, some of the

elect were right there in the Roman guard, and they were converted?  How would you like to

have been chained to Paul as an unbeliever?  Man, I tell you, he would wear you out.  They

might have said, “how much longer do I have to go on this shift?”  Paul said, “I endure all

things for the elect’s sake, that they may obtain the salvation in Christ Jesus.”    

 

Titus 1:1 - “Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to

the faith of God’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with

godliness,”
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I Peter 5:13 - “She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so

does Mark my son.”

The term “elect” is just scattered throughout all of the ministry of the Apostles going out

into all the Gentile world.  The Jews are being saved, the Gentiles are being saved, and they

are referred to as the “elect.”  How do we know who the elect are, or at least how can we

have a basis for believing that a person is elect?  How do we know that?  One, by their

personal testimony of their faith when they profess to be a believer.  Two, by a lifestyle

consistent with their profession.  So the elect are those who come to faith in Christ, believe

the gospel, repent of their sins, turn away from self, and embrace the righteousness that is

found in the doctrine of substitution in the person of Christ.

I Peter 2:9 - “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of

darkness into His marvelous light.”

I am sure you have noticed that many times Paul is taking the descriptive terms referring to

the Old Testament nation of Israel and applying them here to the elect - “a chosen

generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may

proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness.”   The Apostles didn’t have

any problem with understanding that God had taken from Israel those great privileges and

had bestowed them upon the true Israel of God, those who had come to faith in Christ. 

Whether they be Jew or Gentile, they make up this body of Christ, which is a spiritual body. 

Did you know I am a priest today?  My wife informed me that when I preached here last

week that I wore my black suit with a black vest and I didn’t realize what I looked like, but

the only thing you could see was the white collar up here where my tie was, and she said

that I looked exactly like a priest.  If I had thought, I would have replied to her, “I am a

priest, and you are a priest.  All God’s people are priests.”  God chose the priests in the

Levitical system.  Now whoever is brought to faith in Christ is made up of a “royal

priesthood” and you all belong to one holy nation-- God’s own special people.  Is it alright for

God to have special people?  Is it alright for God to have favorites?  I hear that He does.  Is

that unfair?  I had a man tell me one time, God is a gentleman and He would never treat

people unfairly.  Well, read the Scriptures. 

I Thessalonians 5:9 - “For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation

through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

This is the Apostle Paul.  He had come to see that he was one of God’s chosen who had been

appointed beforehand unto salvation.  He was not appointed unto wrath or destruction. 

Before you all go to bed tonight, somewhere during this day, pause for a moment and thank

God that He has chosen you to salvation.  As Robert Murray McCheyne says in his poem,

“How Much I Owe,” “It will not be till then till we know how much we owe.”  When we stand

before Christ in glory and see the wicked cast aside and see the loveliness of Christ and the

eternal state of affairs without end, world without end ahead of us, that we will be humbled

and say, Oh my, why me?  Election will become precious then.  People may bite against it
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here on earth, but it will be praiseworthy when we see who makes you to differ one from

another.  Is it self or God?

Acts 13:48 - “Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the

word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.”

Some modern translations turn that around because of their theology.  They say, “As many

as wanted eternal life, believed.”  That isn’t permitted.  The Greek text does not allow that to

be inserted, but it is inserted in some of the contemporary translations.  As many as have

been appointed to eternal life believed.  That is election.  Election is unto eternal life.

John 17:9 - “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You

have given Me, for they are Yours.”

This is Jesus’ high priestly prayer in the garden just prior to His crucifixion.  But I thought

Jesus prayed for everyone equally.  How do we handle these texts if this is not unconditional

election?  

John 6:37 - “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to

Me I will by no means cast out.”

As I have explained many times, the expression “coming to Christ” is synonymous with

“believing.”  Read it in that light.  “All that the Father gives Me will believe in Me, and the

one who believes in Me, I will by no means cast out.”  That is security, that is stability.

John 6:65 - “And He said, ‘Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me

unless it has been granted to him by My Father.’”

No one can believe unless God enables him to do so.  

John 13:18 - “I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but

that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel

against Me.’”

Who is Jesus talking about here?  It is Judas.  He would say on another occasion, “I have

chosen twelve of you and one of you is a devil.”   Was Christ surprised when Judas

betrayed Him?  No, He said, “I know whom I have chosen.  I have chosen twelve apostles,

but one of you is a devil, but I intercede for the other eleven, and I am going to die in their

place, and give them eternal life.  But woe unto that man who turns against me.  It would

have been better for him if he had never been born.”  Who created Judas?  God did.  

John 15:16 - “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you

should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask

the Father in My name He may give you.”

Psalm 105:6 - “O seed of Abraham His servant, You children of Jacob, His chosen

ones!”

Have you encountered those who try to explain election by just referring to the national

choice of God of the Israelites?  Well, could we not ask those who hold to that, if it is unfair

for God to choose some for eternal life, wouldn’t it also be unfair for God to choose one race
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of people over another to be His special earthly people?  Do you get the weight of that?  If

God can choose Israel as a nation to be His special people over the Gentiles, isn’t He

wronging the Gentiles?  Do you see that?  This was an unconditional choice of Israel.  God

said, “I didn’t choose you because you were greater in number than all the others, but

because I loved you.” That is why He did that.  We just can’t escape these texts.

Romans 9:23 - “and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the

vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory,”

The word keeps coming up, “beforehand, beforehand, God chose beforehand to prepare a

certain people for a state of glorification.  He sent His Son to live and die for them, to rise

from the grave and to intercede on their behalf.  One day, the last day, when the last enemy

which is death shall be destroyed, the trump will sound and all of those for whom Christ has

represented, will be gathered around the throne for ever and ever and ever.

I am thinking about the little story of Philemon.  Paul was in jail and he ran across this fellow

named Onesimus, who was a runaway slave from Philemon.  Paul led Onesimus to the Lord

and sent him back to his master with a letter stating,  “whatever Onesimus has taken from

you, just charge it to my account, I will pay you.”  Now did that just happen?  If Onesimus

gave his testimony, would he say, “God voted for me, the devil voted against me, but I made

the right choice.”  He runs away from a Christian master, and who does he run in contact

with?  The Apostle Paul.  Did that just happen?  No, that is how God saves his elect.  That is

why that old country preacher who loved me, just kept coming back.  He didn’t understand a

lot of theology, but he loved me and kept telling me about Christ, living and dying for

sinners.  I am thankful for that fellow.  He was God’s instrument in bringing me to faith in

Christ.  God has people scattered around this whole world, and this very day is going to be

the day of salvation for some of God’s elect.  God is going to find them.  He is sending forth

His Spirit and calling them unto Himself.  
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SCRIPTURE PROOF OF ELECTION (NKJV)

II Thessalonians 2:13 - “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren

beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through

sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.”

Matthew 24:24 - “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and

wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”

Matthew 24:31 - “And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they

will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”

Mark 13:20 - “And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but

for the elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days.”

I Thessalonians 1:4 - “knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God.”

Romans 11:7 - “What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have

obtained it, and the rest were blinded.”

I Timothy 5:21 - “I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels

that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality.”

Romans 8:33 - “Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.”

Romans 11:5 - “Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the

election of grace.”

II Timothy 2:10 - “Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also

may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”

Titus 1:1 - “Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith

of God’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness,”

I Peter 5:13 - “She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does

Mark my son.”

I Peter 2:9 - “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own

special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into

His marvelous light.”

I Thessalonians 5:9 - “For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through

our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Acts 13:48 - “Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of

the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.”

John 17:9 - “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given

Me, for they are Yours.”

John 6:37 - “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I
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will by no means cast out.”

John 6:65 - “And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless

it has been granted to him by My Father.”

John 13:18 - “I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but that

the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.’”

John 15:16 - “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go

and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My

name He may give you.”

Psalm 105:6 - “O seed of Abraham His servant, You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!”

Romans 9:23 - “and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of

mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory,”

(See also: Ephesians 1:4,5,11; Romans 9:11-13; 8:29,30; etc.)
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