
Romans 12:1 - Activate Your Church in Hope

Everybody is familiar with the fact that when you buy a cell phone you must ACTIVATE it.

• No matter what data package you purchased or how expensive the phone is, unless you activate it, 
it is of no use to you.

The Church in Rome was about to be paralyzed spiritually.  Their church was going to die and 
evangelism was going to cease and missions to Europe was going to suffer if Paul didn’t write them this 
letter.

• Put yourself in their shoes:  They were a church that sat in a huge mission field and were not 
getting the job done.  Immobilized due to lack of ministry (lots of theological talk but little 
ministry)

For 11 chapters Paul answered their theological debates sufficiently.  
In doing so, Paul outlined our HOPE...

• we are saved by grace through faith

• we are secure in God’s election

• we are guaranteed to be sanctified

• Jesus is building his church and we part of it

• The church is the new humanity, a united humanity of Jew and Gentile, living in the New and 
Eternal Covenant

• we are seeing all of God’s promises being fulfilled in Christ, through us His church-body

• Jesus will return to finish what he started

Romans 12:1 - I appeal =I urge you, I prod you, I implore you.... 

to you therefore, brothers = not Jews or Gentiles, but brothers, one united church family, that

covenantal language! IT WAS TIME TO UNITE BASED ON HOPE.

therefore = based on all this theology of 11 Chapters

 = based on the fact that you are God’s people

= you are the chosen instrument by which God is accomplishing His will and spreading His 
glory and manifesting His kingdom

= therefore, I am urging and imploring you to do something.

= If you can read & believe these 11 chapters & just sit there then something is wrong with you.

= If you share in the HOPE of true Christians then it is time to ACTIVATE that hope.

= Is inactive hope, really hope????  Maybe it is just knowledge.

= ACTIVATE your CHURCH with HOPE
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by the mercies of God = based on the fact that God has been so merciful to you and will continue to

be merciful to you, I am therefore imploring you to activate your Church!!!!

• You life is based on Mercy, SO now build it on Mercy.  Activate it on Mercy.

• This is a worldview statement.  Live your life based on God’s Mercies. 

1. Have no fear!  Don’t fear failure or judgment.  Mercy abounds.

2. Don’t waste your life.  Mercy cost Jesus everything. He paid for your sins 
and purchased your salvation, so that you can ACTUALLY live for God, 
SERVE God.

3. And this means: serve God with MERCY.  Become merciful and full of 
mercy, and love people = that’s what the next several chapters are going 
to outline for us.

• It is time to become VERY ACTIVE in becoming instruments of mercy.

• Meaning of ACTIVATE THE MERCY OF GOD IN YOUR CHURCH?

- vv. 1-2 = Active in HOPE - If you have the hope that has been defined in 
the previous 11 chapters then put that hope into practice.  

‣ Live like you are saved.  

‣ Live like Jesus came to this earth for you and for your neighbor.  

‣ Live like Jesus reigns!  Live like our enemies are defeated!

‣ Do not fret (don’t lose heart.  don’t give up. don’t be distressed) 
over NEWS HEADLINES or the ECONOMY or MUSLIMS.

‣ Courageously engage.  Run for political office.  Save and Give $. 
Evangelize here and abroad.  Plant churches. 

‣ No retreat. 

‣ Live like He is coming again.

- vv. 3-8 = Active in FAITH - Discover and practice your spiritual gifts by 
faith.  Trust that He will use you to bless people the same way He is using 
people to bless you.  Don’t be afraid to sign up for church ministries.  Don’t 
be afraid of be very active in church.  Have faith and humility in the fact 
that God is going to merciful use you in His church.

- vv. 9-21 = Active in LOVE - Begin to genuinely and mercifully love 
people.
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to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

• Old Covenant era of the church = dead sacrifices, but the New Covenant = Living Sacrifices

• Because you have HOPE in Christ’s mercies you are willing to sacrifice your life

- not self-centered - not self-focused - not self-preservation

- Courageously willing to love God and abhor evil, 

- to love your church and your enemies, 

- to know hurt and offenses.

‣ Our church body is filled with people who are sacrificing job promotions, financial wealth, 
time and effort, peace and relaxation, comfort = for the Gospel sake.

‣ It is time to double-down. Double-down on TRUE WORSHIP.

‣ Let’s each take a step farther into ministry.

• Paul is calling for your living body.  

- Your body was purchased by Christ and is meant for serving God.

- Adam and Eve were called to bodily serve God.

- Jesus bodily resurrected and will return bodily.

- Even our bodies will one day be resurrected to serve God for all eternity.

- And even right now, we are being URGED to get started!

- You do not have to wait for eternity - In fact, YOU MUST NOT.  There are works we must do 
now before eternity arrives.  Especially Evangelism.

- Evangelism will cease when Jesus returns.

- We need bodies right now getting active in worshipping and evangelizing.

- James said, “Show me your faith by your works.”  If you want to serve God in eternity, then 
you need to serve God now.

• I am urging you to be a Sacrifice that Lives and Moves and Does Things
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