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Jude 1:14-25  “Your Most Holy Faith”    April 15, 2018 
 
We saw last time the importance of contending for the faith. 
  
And, as we saw last week, 
 Jude gives us lots of biblical and historical examples of false teachers. 
  Korah led a rebellion in the wilderness – and was destroyed. 
  Balaam encouraged the Moabites to seduce Israel away from the LORD. 
  
We often think of “false teachers” in terms of doctrinal error. 

But “doctrine” simply means “teaching.” 
Jude says that these false teachers “pervert the grace of our God into sensuality”  
 (in other words, there is a sort of “antinomian” tendency to false teaching). 

 
 Or, to put it more simply, the idea is “No one tells me what to do!” 
 
Think for a moment about what Jude highlights about these examples of false teachings: 
 the wilderness generation “did not believe” 
 the angels “did not stay within their own position of authority” 
 the men of Sodom “indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire.” 
 
And he shows us how there is a sort of continuity between all false teachers in all of history. 
 Because what do Cain, Balaam, and Korah,  
  have in common with the rebellious angels and the men of Sodom?!! 
 
  They pervert the grace of our God into sensuality  

(into the pursuit of their own desires) 
    and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
  They desired all sorts of different things – 
   but they pursued whatsoever they desired. 
 
 But as we saw, Jude never really gets all that specific  

in terms of the particular faults of the false teachers of his own day either! 
 
 Why is that? 
  Because – whether he knew it or not! –  
   Jude was writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit – 
   and the Holy Spirit knew that every generation would need this epistle! 
 
And… 

1. Remember That False Teachers Won’t Last (v14-19) 
a. The Lord Comes to Execute Judgment (v14-15) 

14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying,  
 
This is quote from “the book of Enoch” –  
 as it promised the coming of the LORD to judge the wicked at the final day. 
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The book of Enoch was not written by Enoch – 
 but was probably written around the 3rd century before Christ. 
The only complete manuscripts are found in the Ge’ez language – 
 the ancient language of Ethiopia – 
  because the Ethiopian church is the only church that accepts it as canonical. 
 We also have some fragments in Aramaic and Greek. 
 
While it was widely known in ancient Judaism and early Christianity  
 no one else accepted it as canonical. 
 
What should we make of Jude’s use of Enoch? 
 First, it is proper to point out that biblical writers quote from various documents – 
  and the biblical writers never say that because they quote a document,  
   therefore they thought of that document as inspired scripture. 
  For instance, the book of Numbers quotes from a variety of ancient documents, 
   but never calls them “scripture.” 
 
 So the fact that Jude quotes Enoch approvingly  

does not mean that Jude is saying that the book of Enoch is scripture. 
 
But it’s a little more difficult here! 
 Because Jude goes a step further and says, 
  “Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying…” 
 
 If this is not scripture, then why does he say that he prophesied? 
 
 Not all prophesy is inspired scripture.  
  Every time a preacher proclaims the coming judgment, he is prophesying. 
  Every time a preacher declares God’s will for the future, he is prophesying. 
 
 When Jonathan Bonomo was ordained I prophesied over him – 
  I told him that it was God’s will that he share in Christ’s sufferings – 
   and that he would come through that suffering to glory. 
 
In the same way, the prophecy of Enoch contains no new revelation. 
 It is simply an application of Deuteronomy 33. 
 And it is an important application! 
  Let’s not get so bogged down in the canonical question 
   that we lose sight of our text!! 
   
“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all and to 
convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 
 
This is a picture of the coming of the Lord in judgment. 
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 Why does Jesus come in judgment? 
 Because of all the ungodly words and all the ungodly deeds of the ungodly. 
  

You may have noticed that that there are four uses of the word “ungodly” in one verse! 
  This is the Greek word asebeia – which means “impiety” or “ungodly” 
   The root is sebeia – which means piety. 
  We don’t use the word “piety” very much anymore. 
   And if someone is called “pious” nowadays, 
    it is likely being used in a negative sense  

of someone who is just making an outward show of religion.  
  
 But piety is a good thing. 
  Piety refers to devotion. 
  And it is good to be devoted to the Lord and his ways – and his people. 
  
 The false teachers grumble against God – they speak harshly against him. 
  And if you think back over the list of false teachers that Jude has named, 
   you can find lots of examples: 
  Korah grumbled against the LORD (and against Moses and Aaron). 
   Why? 
   Because Korah wanted to be a priest – not just a Levite. 
  Balaam wanted financial gain – so he rejected his own preaching! 
  Cain killed his brother because he was upset that God did not accept his offering. 
 
 False teachers complain at the “restrictions” that God has placed on their desires. 
 Why do I say it that way? 
 
Because that’s what Jude says in verse 16: 
 

b. The Character of Grumblers (v16) 
16 These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires;  
 
In Greek, the word “sinful” does not appear. 
 In Greek it simply says, “following their own desires.” 
  It’s the same word – epithumia – that James uses –  

and Peter and Paul and John and Jesus. 
 Most of the time, this word is used to speak of how our desires trip us up  

and get in the way of following Jesus. 
 But it can be used positively. 
 
There are three positive uses in the NT: 
 Luke 22:15 – at the Last Supper, where Jesus says, 
  “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” 
 Philippians 1:23 – where Paul says, 
  “My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better…” 
 1 Thessalonians 2:17 – where Paul says, 
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  “But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time,  
   in person not in heart,  
   we endeavored the more eagerly  
    and with great desire to see you face to face…. 
   For you are our glory and joy.” 
  
 So “desire” is a good thing when it is oriented to loving Christ and his people. 
 Otherwise, desire is a bad thing. 
 
And the reason for that is simple: 
 we are called to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
  and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 Therefore any desire that is not oriented toward the love of God and neighbor 
  is (by definition) ungodly – impious – devoted to something else besides God. 
 
And so Jude says that these false teachers are in fact grumblers,  
 malcontents, following their own desires. 
  
Because if you are following your own desires –  
 if you are “going after” your own desires – 
  then you are not following Jesus! 
 
 False teachers do not want to follow Jesus! 
 They do not want to follow the way of the cross! 
 They want glory without suffering. 
 They want resurrection without the cross! 
 
Martin Luther once distinguished between the theology of glory and the theology of the cross. 
 The theologian of glory prefers “glory to the cross,  
  strength to weakness, wisdom to folly, and, in general, good to evil.” 
 So let’s be clear the theologian of glory prefers glory, strength, wisdom, and good. 
 
But Luther points out that Paul calls such people “enemies of the cross of Christ (Phil 3:18),  
 for they hate the cross and suffering and love works and the glory of works.  
  Thus they call the good of the cross evil and the evil of a deed good.  
 God can be found only in suffering and the cross…  
 Therefore the friends of the cross say that the cross is good and works are evil,  
  for through the cross works are destroyed and the old Adam,  
   who is especially edified by works, is crucified.  
 It is impossible for a person not to be puffed up by his good works  
  unless he has first been deflated and destroyed by suffering and evil  
   until he knows that he is worthless  
  and that his works are not his but God’s.” (Heidelberg Disputation, 21) 
 
Think about Luther’s phrase – 
 “It is impossible for a person not to be puffed up by his good works 
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  unless he has first been deflated and destroyed by suffering and evil – 
  until he knows that he is worthless and that his works are not his but God’s.” 
 
 And then listen to Jude’s warning: 
  
they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage. 
 
“Loud-mouthed boasters” –  
 their mouth speaks “overswollen things.” 
  puffed up – inflated –  
 they think too highly of themselves! 
 
And so they show favoritism – they try to curry favor with others – 
 all to gain advantage! 
 
Again, remember what we have said about false teachers: 
 Jude is not warning against a particular aberration in theology. 
 Jude is warning against any teaching  

that encourages you to pursue your own desires,  
rather than hold fast to the faith once for all delivered to the saints. 

 
 There are false teachers in every denomination! 
 There are false teachers among the Roman Catholics – the charismatics –  
  and the Baptists, and the Lutherans, and the Presbyterians – 
   you can find false teachers in every branch of the Christian church! 
  
 Loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage! 
 
How will you know them? 
 Just remember what the apostles taught you: 
 

c. The Apostolic Warning against Scoffers (v17-19) 
17 But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
18 They[f] said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly 
passions.” 19 It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.  
 
The quote in Jude 17-18 seems to come from 2 Peter 3:3 
 where Peter says that “scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing,  

following their own sinful desires.” 
 (And again, the words “sinful desires” is the single word, epithumia – 
  “following their own desires”). 
 
 Here in Jude 18, Jude adds the word “asebeia” – ungodly – or impious – 
  in order to connect this back to the quote from Enoch. 
 
Jude wants you understand that teachers who encourage you to follow your desires 
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 (rather than follow Christ) 
  cause divisions – 
 they are worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 
 
Because the Spirit of God never encourages you to deny Christ!  
 The term translated “worldly people” is the word “psychikos” –  
  they are “psychical” people “soulish” people. 
 The NT regularly uses this term in contrast with “Spiritual” (e.g., 1 Cor 15). 
 James had used this word to refer to the “earthly” wisdom  
  that was demonic and “soulish” – psychical – rather than heavenly and spiritual. 
 
Jude is now warning you against teachers who scoff at God’s holy way of life. 
 Who fits this? 

Anyone who teaches that sexual sin is okay. 
Anyone who says that God’s commandments are no longer relevant – 
 that grace means that we are no longer required to obey God! 
 
(Think back to Jude’s opening description of the false teachers: 
 “who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality” v4). 

 
 They claim to preach grace! 
 But what they actually do is preach “license” – they encourage you to sin: 
  “people who consistently pursue a lifestyle marked by sin are,  

in effect, mocking God.” (Moo, 294) 
 

2. Keep Yourselves in the Love of God (v20-23) 
 
How do we avoid them? 
 That’s where we turn in verses 20-23! 
 
Notice again how Jude keeps referring to you as “beloved” – 
 and the central clause of the sentence is in verse 21 – 
  “keep yourselves in the love of God.” 
 
This is because of what Jude had said of you at the beginning of the epistle: 
 “To those who are called, beloved in God the Father”! 
 
This is your location – your position – 
 you are beloved in God the Father. 
 
And thus you are beloved by me as well! 
 And so Jude urges you to keep yourself in the love of God. 
  How do you “keep yourself” in the love of God? 
 Well, remember the other part of verse 1 – 
  “To those who are called… kept for Jesus Christ.” 
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 The only reason why you can keep yourself in the love of God 
  is because you are kept for Jesus Christ! 
 Or as Peter had said in 1 Peter 1:5 – 
  you are those “who by God’s power are being guarded through faith  

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  
  
Because God keeps you – therefore keep yourself in the love of God. 
 It’s the same point that Paul makes in Philippians 2 – 
  “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling – 
   for it is God who is at work in you both to will and to work  

for his good pleasure.” 
 
Douglas Moo points out that Jude includes two important Christian triads in verses 20-21. 
 Faith, hope, and love – 
  (he doesn’t use the word hope – but “waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus” 
   is very much the same idea!). 
 and Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
There are four commands in verses 20-21. 
 The central imperative “keep yourselves in the love of God” – 
  and three participles that gain an imperatival force 
   because they are tied to that central imperative. 
 How do you keep yourself in the love of God? 
  By doing these other three things! 
 

a. Building and Praying (v20) 
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 
 
The first two commands are found in verse 20: 
 building yourselves up in your most holy faith 
 and praying in the Holy Spirit. 
 
Building and praying have a lot in common! 
 Why do I say this? 
 Because in the scriptures building has to do with temples. 
 And praying is what you do in the temple! 
 
So how do you avoid falling into the trap of the false teachers? 
 Build. 
  And remember that in the ancient world building was hard work. 
  Building yourselves up is the spiritual equivalent of manual labor. 
   
 Building is hard work. 
  It requires face-to-face interaction. 
  It requires side-by-side labor. 
 I am so thankful for the laborers whom God has given us – 
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  for you who labor side-by-side with me in the gospel.  
 
 Plainly there is an unchanging content to this faith. 
  Jude has spoken of it as  

the “faith that was once for all delivered to the saints” (v3). 
  The faith is not merely an act of believing – 
   but the content that is believed! 
 And this faith is most holy because it is the true revelation from God himself. 
 

And we build ourselves up in our most holy faith  
  as Jesus said, “teach them to observe all that I have commanded you.” 
  That means that there is teaching and doing – doing and teaching. 
 It requires a day-by-day walking together in the ways of our Savior. 
 
And we pray in the Holy Spirit. 
 
What does it mean to “pray in the Holy Spirit”? 
 The false teachers are devoid of the Spirit –  

they are merely psychical – soulish – lacking in that which truly brings life. 
 Praying in the Holy Spirit is very much like being “beloved in God the Father.” 
  It emphasizes the location of our prayers. 
  We are the temple of the Holy Spirit – 
   so we pray in the Holy Spirit. 
 The Spirit is the third person of the Holy Trinity – 
  the one who aids and helps our prayers – 
  as Paul says, “the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
   For we do not know what to pray for as we ought,  

but the Spirit himself intercedes for us  
with groanings too deep for words.  

And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,  
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints  

according to the will of God.” (Romans 8:26-27) 
 
 
 Praying in the Holy Spirit is a major part of what “building yourselves up” looks like. 
  Prayer is a major part of the “hard work” of spiritual construction. 
 You will never accomplish much for Christ’s kingdom without prayer! 
  
 You might as well try to build a house by gathering all the materials together 
  and then stand there and talk about the wonderful house that you are building! 
 
Think about it: 
 “Building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit.” 
  Without prayer, this just becomes, “talking about your most holy faith.” 
 And talking about your most holy faith – without prayer – 
  is just idle chatter. 
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 Prayer is faith in action. 
 

b. Waiting for the Mercy of Our Lord Jesus (v21) 
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to 
eternal life. 
 
And so if building and praying are the first two things  

that belong to “keep yourselves in the love of God”  
then in verse 21 we hear about the last thing. 

 
 And it is put last because it really is the last thing. 
 “Wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.” 
 
Keeping yourselves in the love of God is characterized by faith (verse 20) 
 and by hope (verse 21), 
  as we wait for the mercy of Jesus. 
 
 What are you waiting for? 
 What are you hoping for? 
  What is the thing that you long for? 
 
What does it mean to wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life? 
 Well, what did it mean for Israel in Egypt to wait for the mercy of God? 
  It meant that they waited for 400 years. 
 What did it mean for Israel in exile to wait for the mercy of God? 
  It meant that they waited for 600 years. 
 
Think about that! 
 Waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ  

does not mean that you are waiting for some earthly good. 
 Waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  means that you are waiting for something that has now taken 2,000 years – 
   and it hasn’t come yet! 
 You are probably going to die before you receive what you are waiting for! 
 
Keeping yourselves in the love of God means waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus! 
 When will that come? 
  That will come when our Lord Jesus returns with ten thousands of his holy ones! 
  That will come in the blessed hope –  

the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting! 
 If you are waiting for something else – 
  that will only cloud your true hope! 
 If you are looking for wealth and prosperity – 
  if you are waiting for a spouse – or a friend – 
  if you are hoping for a little piece of heaven here on earth, 
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   then you are not keeping yourself in the love of God – 
   you are straying into sensuality – 
   you are following your desires –  

like the false teachers that Jude warns us about! 
 
Waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life 
 is nothing else than following the way of the cross. 
 
We need to bear the cross because the cross is the only way to glory! 
 We need to share in the sufferings of Christ – 
  in order to remove our confidence in the flesh – 
 we need to trust God – 
  so that we may be rid of our self-love – 
  so that we may distrust ourselves – 
   and so transfer our confidence to God, 
  and thus be assured of the certainty of his promises. (cf. Institutes 3.6.3) 
 

c. And Thus Have Mercy on Others (v22-23) 
 
And what are you doing while you are waiting? 
 Well – you are showing that same mercy to others: 
 
22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others 
show mercy with fear, hating even the garment[g] stained by the flesh. 
 
Verses 22-23 show us how mercy has a lot of different guises. 
 Mercy comes in a lot of different shapes: 
 
 Sometimes it is shown with patience. 
 Sometimes by action. 
 Sometimes with fear. 
 
The three forms of mercy can be said to be applied first to the waverer – 
  namely, the one who is wavering in his allegiance to Christ; 
 second, to the one on the brink of the fire – 
  namely, the one who is in danger of hellfire; 
 and third, to the one stained by the flesh – 
  namely, the one who has abandoned Christ entirely to pursue his own desires! 
  
In verse 22, the word translated ‘doubt’ is not the same word used of Thomas in John 20. 
 Rather, this is the word used in James 1, when it speaks of the one who wavers – 
  the one who is double-minded, the one who flip-flops – 
  the one who is torn in two   

between following Jesus and following their own desires. 
 And so Jude tells us to “have mercy on those who waver” – 
  Don’t be harsh with them! 
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But verse 23 points out that you need wisdom to know what you are dealing with – 
 because sometimes you need to snatch the waverer out of the fire! 
 

If someone is wavering on the edge of the Grand Canyon, 
 please do not be ‘patient’ with them! 
If someone is falling into the fire – do not say, 
 “I’ll be there in a minute!” 
 
There are times when drastic situations call for drastic action! 
 

Sometimes you need to be patient and bear with the weak brother. 
But if they are beyond “wavering” – 

if they are beginning to walk away from Jesus, 
you need to snatch them out of the fire. 

 
And then there is a third option: 
 “to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.” 
 
 What does this mean? 
  It means that you always show mercy! 
  Even when you are cutting off the sinner and refusing to have contact with them 
   (hating even the garment stained by the flesh) – 
   you are still to show mercy. 
 But mercy may mean that you need to keep your distance! 
  You are to hate even the garment stained by the flesh. 
  Why? 
   Because you love God. 
   And because you love those who are made in the image of God! 
  If you love God –  

then you will love all that which reminds you of the one you love! 
  And you will hate all that corrupts and defaces the image of the one you love! 
   If you had a favorite picture of your mother – 
    and someone came along and took a sharpie marker to that picture, 
    how would you feel? 
   You’d be angry! 
   And you’d be right to be angry! 
  Someone just defaced the image of the one you love!! 
 
 How much more – if we love the LORD our God with all our heart – 
  should we hate those who deface the image of our God. 
 
And yet – even as we hate those who deface the image of God – 
 we cannot help but love them – because they themselves still bear his image 
  (no matter how faintly!). 
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In other words,  
 if you are a people who are waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ  

that leads to eternal life, 
 then you are a people who always show mercy. 
Even when you need to excommunicate someone for their rebellion against Christ – 
 you do it with mercy – and with fear, 
  recognizing that it would be so easy to fall into the same sin ourselves! 
 
And that is why Jude concludes the way he does: 
 

3. The One Who Is Able (v24-25) 
24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time[h] and now and forever. Amen. 
 
By yourself, you cannot avoid stumbling! 
 I cannot present you blameless to God. 
Only he is able to keep you from stumbling. 
 (and by stumbling, Jude is thinking of those who stumble and fall into the eternal fire!) 
 
Only he is able to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy! 
  
 Blameless. 
  
 We end Jude where we began! 
 “Beloved in God the Father” – 
  the same God in whom you dwell  
  is the same God who will present you before the presence of his glory   
   with great joy! 
 And he will present you blameless before himself! 
  After all, 
   if Jesus paid for all your sins, 
    then there will be nothing left to be held against you. 
    nothing to blame you for! 
 
 And because he is able – and his “ability” is matched by his promise!! – 
  therefore we ascribe to him all glory, majesty, dominion, and authority – 
  which was true before all time – and is now – and will be forever! 
 


