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Good morning, Lighthouse, are you ready for the Word of God this morning? 
 
Isaiah 55:7-9 
7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.  
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
LORD.  
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
 
Over and over again we keep on learning that God doesn’t think like we think and He 
certainly does not do things like we do things. 
 
And it is, of course, like they said of Jesus in Mark 7:37… “He hath done all things well”. 
 
Our new Monday night Home Team that started last week has been titled “The rest of 
the story…” 
 
We discussed last Monday the excellent message Brother Ray preached on the Godly 
character of the father of the one known in Luke 15 as ‘the prodigal son’. 
 
Today’s message is actually a follow-up; a “Part II” to what the Lord sent us last week. 
 
On Monday night, our discussion turned to the similarity of how many of God’s people 
tend to act toward our own prodigal sons and daughters; those of the fold who have 
gone astray and then managed to repent and return to the Lord. 
 
It is very common for the saints of God to forget all about forgiveness and the abundant 
pardon of our God and act just like the jealous, angry brother in last week’s message. 
 
Apparently, it just doesn’t seem fair to many believers that someone ought to get to go 
back into the world, then after a time, repent and then come back to a party and a 
celebration. 
 
Some seem to want to make sure the once-wayward soul has suffered enough.   
 
Some seem to want to keep bringing up the old transgression so that they don’t get too 
big for their britches. 
 



We are talking about those who have suffered some moral failure; like a divorce…or 
maybe a time in jail…or some sexual indiscretion in a time of weakness; could be a 
hundred different sins. 
 
In many Churches, these are never allowed to hold certain offices or take on roles of 
leadership, sometimes ever; even though those issues may be in the far distant past 
and that person may at present be qualified, able and proven. 
 
It is abundantly clear in Scripture that God does not think this way nor does He do 
things this way. 
 
When one of God’s wayward children repents and returns to the Lord, God knows if 
the repentance is real or not.  
 
God’s response is not some limited allowance to return as some second-class member 
of the family, but rather God’s response is a complete and abundant pardon! 
 
And furthermore, God expects our response to be the same! 
 
When the brother of the wayward son heard the celebrating, the Scripture says in  
 
Luke 15:28 And he was angry, and would not go in...  
 
One has to wonder, how long did that brother hold that grudge afterward?  Did he ever 
let his brother live down his mistake? 
 
The question arises, what are we going to do when a wayward brother or sister repents 
and wants to come back into the fold? 
 
Are we going to put them on some kind of perpetual probation with all kinds of limits on 
what they can do…? 
 
Or are we going to forgive them and come join the party? 
 
The truth is that there are a lot of “angry brothers” who don’t know the character and 
nature of their Heavenly Father nearly as well as they should. 
 
Perhaps the message today can help you with that. Here are some things we all need to 
understand about our Father: 
 
I. We need to understand you are what God cares about. 
 
A. It is the person, His own precious child, that God cares about. 
 
1. 1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.  
 



2. The father of the prodigal willingly suffered financial loss; it was his son he cared 
about, not the money. 
 
3. The father of the prodigal suffered damage to his good name; but it was his son he 
cared about. 
 
B. Don’t misunderstand what God cares about. 
 
1. It is not what you do or don’t do that concerns God the most…it is you He cares 
about. 
 
2. The fact that our actions either bless or harm us is the primary reason God is concerned 
about them at all. 
 
3. If what we do or don’t was what God cared about, could not God control or limit our actions 
if He chose to? 
 
4. Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.  
 
5. It was in the midst of our sin that Jesus saved us.  
 
6. Why do we think that because we are saved His love for us is somehow different now? 
 
7. Whether it is some major indiscretion or failure like the prodigal son; or whether it is one of 
those so-called ‘little sins’ that you simply allow in your life and don’t talk much about…sin is 
all the same to God, and it is still you that God cares about above all. 
 
8. God hates sin because it harms His  
Children…it is you He cares about. 
 
II. The Lord doesn’t change His mind about His calling upon your life. 
 
A. This is especially important to know in the lives of God’s preachers. 
 
1. Romans 11:29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.  
 
2. This verse is not speaking specifically about a man’s call to preach or his gift to do it; 
but the principle, which is a part of God’s nature, certainly still applies.  
 
3. God simply does not change His mind. 
 
4. When God called me to preach, He already knew every obstacle I would face in life. 
 
5. God already knew every failure I would endure; every weakness and every fault. 
 



6. And He called me anyway! 
 
B.  God has a place for each of us in His Body. 
 
1. And He is not going to change His mind about it because of some failure we might 
endure; and He is never surprised! 
 
2. God has never un-called anyone. 
 
3. Furthermore God can and often does use even the failures to make us more than we 
otherwise could have been. 
 
4. Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  
 
 
III. The Lord expects us to restore those who have fallen and then returned to the 
fold. 
 
A. Restoration is commanded. 
 
1. Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted.  
 
2. Note: If you consider yourself to be spiritual, it is to you specifically this command is 
given. 
 
B. Restoration is always a process. 
 
1. Never is someone ready to take up the pulpit or some other area of major 
responsibility the next day after they return. 
 
2. However, both they and the entire congregation should move forward with the full 
expectation that the formerly fallen one should in time and after proving be completely 
restored; back to doing what the Lord called him or her to do. 
 
IV. There is exceptional reason to celebrate when a fallen one returns. 
 
A. Actually there are many reasons: 
 
1. For one, it is extremely rare for one to return. 
 

a. Truth is, most do not make it back. 
 



b. In some cases, it may well be that “angry brother” attitude in the congregation 
that keeps some from even trying to come back. 

 
2. There are invaluable lessons to be learned from those who have fallen and then 
managed to get back up. 
 

a. Most don’t make it back; when one does, he usually has learned a great deal 
about what caused his fall. 

 
b. Some of the most valuable things I teach you, I could not have learned without 
going through failure first. 

 
Conclusion:   
 
Luke 15:21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.  
 
The recovered fallen have learned what many others never do…you see, none of us are 
worthy to be called God’s son! 
 
We are not on our way to heaven and in Church bringing glory to the Lord because we 
are worthy, we are here because God’s love for us outweighs everything else. 
 
When God commanded the spiritual among us to restore the fallen, He added 
something very important:  
 
Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted. 
 
Before you allow yourself to wallow in that “angry brother” attitude, you need to 
realize that it could just as easily be you. 
 
Faced with the right set of circumstances, any of us can fall…and some of us will. 
 
I suppose that is why the Lord admonished us to pray, “and lead us not into 
temptation”. 
 
I don’t know what all is coming, but God does.  God does not send us these 
messages for no good reason.  
 
God wants our hearts ready for what He is going to do. 


