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Message #37                                                                                                          Ezekiel 33:21-33 

 

There are some people who go to church every week and never change.  They come, they sit, 

they listen, they sing, they give and then they go back home and nothing changes.  They do not 

ever make any adjustments but just continue to live in some delusional fantasy world in which 

they have convinced themselves that they are just okay with God just the way they are.  They are 

never convicted about anything.  They never deal with anything they could identify as sin.  They 

just pat themselves on the back and on they go. 

 

What people don’t realize is that there will come a day when they will be judged according to the 

Word of God.  That is a sober thought.  God will analyze our individual lives in accordance with 

His Word.  What we would be very wise to do in light of this is to ask God to make us sensi-

tive to His conviction. 

 

In all reality there are a couple of ways one may know God.  One may know God through 

forgiveness or one may know God through judgment.  Those who know God through forgive-

ness will have been convicted and will have responded to the conviction.  Those who will know 

God through judgment will stay just as they are. 

 

This is an interesting series of verses.  In these verses we get a glimpse of two very different 

kinds of people who were very religious.  Both knew things about God.  In fact, one group really 

liked going to hear God’s Word proclaimed by God’s man.  But neither group dealt with things 

in their own lives.  They were not responding to the Word of God.  They were not responding to 

conviction and they were not dealing with sin.  So what God does here is He communicates 

through Ezekiel a powerful point which is this: 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE, WHO DO NOT RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD, WILL ONE 

DAY KNOW THEY WERE IN THE PRESENCE OF ONE WHO TOLD THEM THE 

TRUTH BECAUSE THEY WILL NOT KNOW GOD THROUGH FORGIVNESS BUT 

THROUGH JUDGMENT. 

 

We may recall that Ezekiel was given the ministry of being a watchman (33:7).  It was his job to 

communicate warnings to the people and if he did, then the results were not his problem.   

 

Just as he was getting this new ministry focus underway, word came to the exiles in Babylon that 

Jerusalem had been completely taken. 

 

According to verse 21, some refugees and survivors, who had escaped from Jerusalem as it was 

being destroyed, came to Ezekiel and told him that the city had been taken.  The word means the 

“city had fallen”; it had been smitten.   

 

Now these refugees came in the 10
th

 month of year twelve.  According to Ezekiel 24:1-2, 

Nebuchadnezzar started attacking Jerusalem in the 10
th

 month of the 9
th

 year.  So if this is year 

12, then Jerusalem had been under siege for three years. 
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I am not sure when the refugees escaped, but it had taken them several months to travel hundreds 

of miles to see Ezekiel to inform him the city was demolished.  Based on Ezra 7:9, which gives 

us a reverse route from Babylon to Jerusalem, we know that this trip could have taken at least 

five months to travel from Jerusalem to Babylon.   

 

In fact, this must have been no ordinary group of survivors.  They had actually somehow got out 

of Jerusalem and snuck their way through enemy lines and made it alive to where Ezekiel was 

living. 

 

According to verse 22, the very night that this happened, God opened Ezekiel’s mouth so he 

could speak.  We may recall that ever since Ezekiel 3:26, Ezekiel could only speak when God 

gave him a specific message.  At this point, he got his speech back and now he could freely 

speak. 

 

Now you would naturally think that since Ezekiel had told them the Word of God on this very 

matter of his speech that when he got his speech back, they would all say we need to listen to 

Ezekiel and we need to repent.  But they did not repent. 

 

One would think that Israel would have a national wake up moment about Ezekiel and his 

prophecies.  We would naturally think that they would have concluded that Ezekiel is a prophet 

of God who has been telling us the truth.  But she did not repent and still hasn’t.  So God tells 

Ezekiel to address two groups of people: 

 

GROUP #1 – Ezekiel addresses the Israelites who still live inside the land.  33:23-29 

 

We are going to make an application of this to the church.  This is the group of people who goes 

to church regularly and lives in a fallacy and fantasy world, thinking they are right with God, 

when in fact, they aren’t. 

 

Some of the Israelites were living in waste places and caves (v. 24, 27) and they had survived.   

According to II Kings 25:8, 12, Nebuchadnezzar’s military captain, Nebuzaradan, left some of 

the poorest Jews in the land to take care of the vineyards and the farming.  These poor Israelites 

who had survived were still living in the land of Israel.   

 

We are not certain as to how many people were left there.  Daniel Block says the number was 

under 20,000 people (The Book Of Ezekiel, Chapters 25-48, p. 259). 

 

The problem with them is that they still had not come to terms with the fact that they were 

rebellious and needed to repent.    

 

In fact, instead of them repenting and saying we need to get right with God, because God has 

judged us because we are so rebellious.  Instead of them saying that, they were proudly and 

arrogantly saying just the opposite. 
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According to verse 24, they bring up Abraham.  They put themselves in the same category as 

Abraham.  They are totally “overestimating” themselves.  Apparently they were saying Abraham 

was just one man yet he possessed the land, yet we are many people and God has given us the 

land now as our possession.  If Abraham could have some of this land as just one man, it is only 

right that we possess it.   

 

There is no mention of the covenant God made with Abraham, so they are not even thinking in 

Biblical terms.  These people were delusional.  They were living in the “waste places.”   

 

They were not living in a land flowing with milk and honey that was like the Garden of Eden.  

They were telling people that God had blessed them and they were living in the land of Israel 

like Abraham.   

 

This is obnoxious.  For them to even compare themselves to Abraham is the ultimate level of 

delusional arrogance.  First, Abraham never possessed the land he was promised in Genesis 

15:18-21.  All Abraham received was a tomb in the land.    

 

This is the whole reason for believing that one day God will give Israel this land because the land 

that was promised to Abraham has not been realized.  So to hint that you are the Abrahamic 

fulfilment is pure obnoxious pride. 

 

Second, Abraham was a righteous man and they were anything but righteous.  Abraham was a 

friend of God, not a rebellious sinner. 

 

These delusional people were walking around saying we have inherited the land.  God has left us 

here and we have been given this land. 

 

God responded to them by basically saying you are out of your evil, arrogant minds.   

 

In verse 25, God says you eat meat with blood still in it (Lev. 17:1-14).  Apparently when an 

animal was sacrificed they purposely left some of the blood in it, thinking it has some sacred 

benefit, even though it was contrary to God’s Word.  In fact, it is interesting that this practice 

was still going on during the early days of the church (i.e. Acts 15:20). 

 

You worship idols and you shed blood to those idols. These people were worshipping worthless 

idols.   

 

In verse 26, God says you murder people with a sword.  The Hebrew implies these people were 

lawless murderers.  They were immoral and commit abominations.  

 

The word “abominations” plural means they were involved in horrible sins and offensive acts, 

morally, socially and religiously.   
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They were immoral with their neighbor’s wife and they were telling people they were right with 

God and God had blessed them and given them the land. 

 

God says I will tell you what I will do to you.  As one writer said, “God explodes” here and God 

says I make you four promises: 

 

Promise #1 - I will cause those of you living in those waste places to fall by the sword.  33:27a 

 

In other words, I will let enemies find you and destroy you right where you are in those waste 

places.  This is amazing because when Jerusalem was finally destroyed one would think there 

would be nothing left to destroy.  God says there are these people and I will destroy them. 

 

Promise #2 - I will cause beasts to devour you.  33:27b 

 

God says I will command wild predator animals to attack and eat these people. 

 

Promise #3 - I will cause you in caves to die by pestilence.  33:27c 

 

God says for those of you who hide, I will send some pestilence or plague to kill you and destroy 

you. 

 

Promise #4 - I will make your land desolate.  33:28 

 

God says I will remove your pride and knock you down.  God never said anything like that to 

Abraham, but he sure did to these people.   

 

God wraps it up in verse 29 and says then when I do that you will know that I am Jehovah and  

you are being judged for your abominations.  In other words, you will not know Me through 

forgiveness; you will know Me through judgment. 

 

There are people who go to churches who are just as delusional as this group was.  They tell 

people how God loves them and how God has blessed them and prospered them and in real life 

their spirituality is pathetic. They do not want to know the Word of God.  They are not serious 

about dealing with things in their own lives.   

 

They go to the services and arrogantly boast about all God has done.  They drop names of people 

they have known.  They play the game.  They play the part.  But they live a life of rebellion that 

is not interested one bit in turning from sin and turning to God. 

 

What these people will discover is there will come a day when they will get to know God truly 

and it will not be by forgiveness; it will be by judgment. 

 

 

 



              p. 204 

 

GROUP #2 – Ezekiel addresses the Israelite exiles who liked listening to Ezekiel.  33:30-33 

 

Now the exiles in Babylon were listening to this and probably thinking that is a real shame. 

 

Now we come to a group of people who were with Ezekiel and under his teaching as exiles in 

Babylon.  They liked to listen to him.  But these people were shallow. 

 

According to verse 30, the basic talk of the people was Ezekiel.  Wherever the people met, by 

walls or in doorways of houses or whenever they had some conversation, Ezekiel was always the 

topic. 

 

It is clear from verse 30 that they respected Ezekiel and they truly believed he would give them  

a message from God.  In fact, they would say let’s go listen to Ezekiel.  He is an interesting man 

with an interesting message.  He gets his messages from God and we need to go hear him.  

Ezekiel’s reputation spread and he was somewhat of a ministerial celebrity. 

 

The people wanted to hear him speak, so they got together and went to hear him. 

 

When you read verse 31, it starts off impressive.  The crowds come.  They come and sit down 

before Ezekiel and they want to hear him preach.  There is respect here.  There is reverence here. 

This appears to be a minister’s dream come true.  They sit down giving the appearance they 

really want to learn from a great teacher.   

 

However, God says at the end of verse 31 this is all a façade.  This is not reality.  They are 

interested in hearing what you have to say; they do love your preaching, but it doesn’t change 

them.  In fact, they refuse to take your word seriously. 

 

The people come to listen to you preach, but they are just entertained.  You are the entertain-

ment, Ezekiel.  They are not interested in obeying the Word of God.  They don’t change.  In fact, 

after you are done they leave and go right back to their own world and are consumed by their 

own lusts.  Their heart is not after truth.  Their heart is not after being right with God; they just 

like to hear you preach. 

 

God says to Ezekiel in verse 32, you are like an entertainer.  You are like one of the secular 

singers of love songs.  You are like one of the singers who have a beautiful voice and can sing  

a sensual song that moves their emotions.  Ezekiel was like a “pop star.”  As one writer said,  

he was “the hottest ticket in town.”  People love to hear you speak.  You are some escape from 

reality but no one wants to deal with truth.   

 

The people hear your words.  They like to listen to your words, but they do not practice 

your words and they are not interested in obeying Me.  All you are to these people is a night 

of entertainment. 
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One of the real dangers of a preacher is to become impressed with the crowds.  That is a wrong 

focus.  Truth is for some people all you may be is just entertainment. 

 

The thing that should always motivate a minister is to accurately communicate the truth of God, 

not to entertain an audience.   

 

Now I don’t think you have to be boring in preaching.  There is no virtue in being boring. 

A minister should work hard to make a text come to life for the people.  There is no benefit to 

making people yawn and I do think there should be prayerful preparation to the level that you 

can present truth in a way that people can understand it and be interested in it. 

 

But the truth is what we are after is presenting the truth clearly and accurately. 

 

Now in verse 33, God says to Ezekiel there will come a day when the people will know you 

were not an entertainer; you were a prophet. 

 

The problem is the day they finally figure out you are a prophet of God, it will be their judgment 

day. 


