
John (102): Present Weeping and Future Rejoicing     Hymns 1, 403/Show us Christ, 550

If you've been a Christian for any amount of time, you already know the Christian life is filled with sorrow and
joy—these two are often the tracks upon which we travel to heaven—sorrow and joy—and while all sorrow
will end at the gates of the city, no Christian is exempt from sorrow in this life—sorrow and joy are the lot of
all Christians in this life. 

Our Savior is on the verge of being betrayed, arrested, tried, abused, and crucified—He spends the remaining
hours instructing them in the upper room—the undergirding purpose of this final sermon of our Savior, was to
encourage the troubled hearts of His beloved disciples.

In the passage before us (vv16-22), our Savior forewarns His disciples they would weep and lament, but, their
sorrow would  soon  turn  into  joy—that  His  departure  would  prove  very  troubling  to  them,  but  that  His
resurrection and gift of the Holy Spirit, would bring joy to their hearts. 

I.   Present Weeping 
II.  Future Rejoicing   

I.   Present Weeping 

1. The reason for the Disciples' sorrow is evident—our Savior was about to leave them by way of the rugged
cross...

2. In just a few hours, He would be betrayed, arrested, tried, beaten, abused, and crucified—all reasons for
sorrow...

3. In  fact,  I  suggest  this  passage  provides  three  related  reasons  behind  their  sorrow,  weeping,  and
lamentation...  

4. [1] The departure of Christ—Christ would not only leave them, but He would first suffer for them on a
cross...

5. This would be a very difficult thing for them to endure—to watch their beloved be betrayed and then
arrested...

6. Later in v32, our Savior would foretell them leaving Him, to endure the terrors of the cross alone (with His
Father)...

7. They no doubt left Him for fear of themselves being arrested, but also, because they could hardly bear the
sight...

8. [2] The ignorance of the disciples—the disciples remained largely confused about the particulars of His
death...

9. The disciples continued in this ignorance until after His resurrection and gift of the Spirit at the Day of
Pentecost...

10. They knew they needed an atonement for sin, and they knew He would provide it, but beyond that, they
were ignorant...

11. They believed He would establish His kingdom on earth, and now, He was taken from them and would
die...

12. Even now, John informs us, that the disciples were clueless as what our Savior was talking about (vv17-
18)...

13. Thus, all of their ignorance, especially as it  related to the cross, was another cause behind their great
sorrow... 

14. [3] The wicked rejoicing of the world—though the disciples would weep, the world would rejoice and be
glad... 

15. V20—"Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice"—rejoice at
His death...

16. By "world" is meant both the Jews and Romans—the wicked world—the world that's under the sway of
the evil one...

17. The world would rejoice because it hated Christ, and thus, it was glad He was killed and removed from
them...



18. This rejoicing complicated their sorrow—to behold the world rejoice in the suffering and death of your
loved one...  

19. Ps.35:19-21—"Let them not rejoice over me who are wrongfully my enemies; nor let them wink with the
eye who hate me without a cause. For they do not speak peace, but they devise deceitful matters against
the quiet ones in the land. They also opened their mouth wide against me, and said, Aha, aha! Our eyes
have seen it..."

20. This Psalm describes the uncaused mistreatment of David by his many enemies, who rejoiced over his
suffering...

21. It further describes his confidence in God's salvation, which will ultimately lead to God's people rejoicing
(v27)...

22. This of course shadowed or typified Christ—His suffering, resurrection, vindication, and the salvation of
His people...

23. And thus, the disciples would weep, in part, because their enemies would rejoice, as if Christ had been
defeated...

24. This sorrow and sadness would be fuelled by our Savior's departure, their ignorance, and the rejoicing of
the world...   

II.  Future Rejoicing   

1. Without doubt the greatest difficulty in our text is determining, when the disciples sorrow would turn into
joy...

2. Our Savior says, this would happen when they saw Him again, v1—"A little while, and you will not see
Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me..."

3. Thus,  the question becomes—When would the disciples see Christ  again,  and thus have their  sorrow
turned to joy...

4. To be honest,  it's very difficult to determine, and I find a measure of comfort in the confusion of the
disciples...

5. V18—"They said  therefore,  'What  is  this  that  He  says,  A little  while?'  We do not  know what  He  is
saying..."

6. That is, as we have seen, the disciples themselves had little understanding as WHEN they would see Him
again...

7. Thus, having pondered this passage, and consulted the best men, there are three possible answers to this
question...

8. Now, let me just say before we consider these, that all three of very good options—good men hold to each
view...

9. And, it's very possible that our Savior has in mind all three—sometimes He intentionally speaks in a broad
way... 

10. And yet, while I want to briefly examine each view, it's the third view that I will suggest is likely the best
view...

11. [1] They would see Him and thus rejoice at His resurrection—that is, though He would be taken from
them, they would see Him again three days later...

12. And this is a very common interpretation of this passage, that many good commentators have taken over
the years...

13. And the primary reason being—the Scriptures describe Jesus'  resurrection as a cause or  occasion for
rejoicing...   

14. Jn.20:20—"When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord (Matt.28:8)..."

15. This was the first Lord's Day meeting—the disciples were gathered together, in the same upper room He
gave His final sermon...

16. It was there that they remembered His instruction—they may have remembered His promise of seeing
Him again...

17. And then out of nowhere, He appears in their midst, v19—"Then, the same day at evening, being the first
day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood in the midst, and said to them, Peace be with you..."
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18. He then showed them His wounds, to ensure them of His identity—"Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord..."

19. Their sorrow was turned to joy—they rejoiced because their beloved Savior was alive, and His enemies
defeated...

20. [2] They would see Him and thus rejoice at His second coming—this view understands this entire life as
an extended time of sorrow...

21. Christ physically left His disciples, and He promises to return again, at which time we shall all see His
face...

22. Thus, there's a sense in which this entire lifetime is a time of sorrow, as we await the joy that comes when
He returns...

23. Now, this doesn't mean that Christians have no joy throughout this world—we are commanded to rejoice
always...

24. But the point is—there is a sense in which Christians weep as they are bodily or physically apart from
Christ...

25. Matt.9:14-15—"Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast often,
but Your disciples do not fast? And Jesus said to them, Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as
the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them,
and then they will fast..."

26. Our  Savior  ties  together  mourning  and  fasting,  as  fasting  is  an  outward  expression  of  an  inward
disposition...

27. Thus, it was common for Pharisees to appear unkempt while they fasted, as an expression of inner grief
and sadness...

28. There was no reason for the disciples to fast  (or  mourn),  while Christ  was present—but,  a time was
coming when He would be taken from them (He would be crucified)...

29. From that time forward, after He was taken from them, they would then need to fast and mourn as they
awaited His return... 

30. In other words, there is a sense in which the time between our Savior two comings, is a time of sorrow and
mourning...

31. Lk.6:21-25—"Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh...v25 Woe to you who laugh now, for
you shall mourn and weep..."

32. Here our Savior pronounces "blessings" upon those who presently "weep," and "cursings" upon those who
"laugh"... 

33. Those  who  "weep"  now will  "laugh"  (eternally  in  heaven)  and those  who  "laugh"  now will  "weep"
(eternally in hell)...

34. Obviously our Savior is speaking about one's overall mindset toward sin and the effects of sin all around
us...

35. The Christian life is not one of all smiles, but includes a sense of our own sin, and the sin of others around
us...

36. The world "laughs" at this—they have no remorse for their own sin, and no true sorrow for its effects on
others...

37. In opposition to this, Christians have plenty of reasons to weep and mourn, reasons that one day will be no
more...

38. For one day their weeping and mourning will be turned to laughter and joy—their night will be placed by
day...

39. But what are some reasons Christians, those blessed or favored by God, constantly weep and mourn—let
me suggest three... 

40. [a] We are separated from Christ—because we are physically separated from the one we love more than
anything... 

41. Some of you were present yesterday at a wedding, after which Aaron and Mikayla drove off together
married...

42. We  had  the  short  and  simple  ceremony,  the  two  were  wed,  and  the  left  together  to  begin  their  life
together...

43. But this was not how the Jews practiced marriage in the first century—their marriages came in two stages
(betrothal and consummation)...
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44. And between these two stages there was often a long time—the groom would betroth his bride and then
prepare a house for her)...

45. Thus the groom and bride did not live together until the consummation—they were separated during this
time...

46. And this is true for us as Christians—we have been betrothed to Christ—and we are now, physically,
separated from Him...

47. He has returned to heaven to prepare a place for us, and will soon return for us, that we will be where He
is...

48. It will be then that our joy will be complete, but in the meantime, there is a sense in which we weep and
mourn...

49. [b]  We are indwelt with remaining sin and ignorance—these are continued reasons for us to mourn and
weep...

50. Brethren,  simple put—there remains within my own heart,  a million reasons to continually weep and
mourn...

51. I continually do what's wrong, confess it to God and others, and before you know it, I am sadly doing it
again...

52. Dear friends, as long as we are plagued by what Scripture calls "the flesh" we will have reason to weep
and mourn...   

53. [c]  We are surrounded by sin and the consequences of that sin—this world, in many ways, is a land of
sorrow...

54. All we need to do is open our eyes to what's happening around us—just look at the local and/or national
news... 

55. At  times  I  can  become almost  buried  under  this  reality,  that  all  around me is  physical  and  spiritual
DEATH...

56. Suffering, rebellion, murder, immorality, injustice—all of these things weight heavy upon my heart and
soul (just the other day we drove past Planned Parenthood on Cleveland Ave)...

57. [3] They would see Him and thus rejoice at His coming on Pentecost—that is, though Christ died and
returned to heaven, they saw Him spiritually by the Spirit through Scripture...

58. I admit at first this view may not seem that apparent, but I suggest upon further reflection it becomes more
likely...

59. In fact, to be honest, when I first looked at this passage Monday morning, while I knew this was the most
likely meaning, a part of me hoped I would be wrong (because I knew it may not be easy to explain)...

60. [a]  The context—by this I mean, the verses preceding and following this passage, speak of the Spirit's
coming at Pentecost...

61. Verses 5-15—"But now I go away to Him who sent Me...v13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has
come, He will guide you into all truth...v14 He will glorify Me..."

62. When the Spirit would come, He would enable them to see or behold Christ, in Scripture, in a clearer and
fuller way...

63. Verses 23-24—"And in that day you will ask Me nothing"—that is, from Pentecost onward, things would
change...

64. In v22 our Savior speaks about their sorrow being turned to joy, and then in v23 he attributes this to a
specific day—"And in THAT DAY..."

65. What day is He referring to in v23, but the day the Spirit comes and enables them to pray in ways they
previously did not...

66. V23 is  not  speaking about  the  day of His resurrection,  nor the day of  His  second coming—but  it  is
speaking about the Day of Pentecost...

67. Thus, the entire passage is speaking about Christ coming to them at Pentecost, by the person and ministry
of the Spirit... 

68. [b] The verse itself—by this I mean, v16 provides the reason why they would see Him again—"because I
go to the Father..."

69. This is why they would see Him again—He would die, rise from the dead, return to the Father, and send
the Spirit... 

70. Earlier He said, that unless He returns to the Father, He would never send the Spirit—thus the Spirit came,
because He went to the Father..."
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71. [c] His previous teaching—by this I mean, our Savior has used similar language in this sermon, true of the
Holy Spirit... 

72. Jn.14:19-20—"A little while longer and the world will see Me no more,  but you will see Me. Because I
live, you will live also. At that day you will know that I am in My father, and you in Me, and I in you..."

73. I trust it's evident that our Savior is speaking about the same things in this passage, as He is 16:17 and
following...

74. Though He would be taken away bodily from this earth, the disciples would see Him, spiritually, by the
holy Spirit...

75. Christ  Himself would come (v18), by the Spirit,  and He would enable them to see Him, through NC
Scriptures...

76. Thus, before a suggest a few closing applications, let me briefly suggest three things about this joy the
disciples would have...

77. [i] It would replace their sorrow, v20—"Most assuredly, I say to you that you will seep and lament, but the
world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy..." 

78. The  very reason for  their  sorrow,  would become the  very cause  of  their  joy—He would  leave them
physically but return spiritually...

79. [ii] It would be heartfelt joy, v22—Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart
will rejoice..."  

80. [iii] It would be lasting joy, v22—"and your joy no one will take from you"—the reason being, the reason
or cause of their joy will remain with them...

81. Lesson 1  —A lost sight of Christ brings sorrow to the heart—this is ultimately why our hearts grow sad
and sorrowful...  

82. This can be caused by many things—(1) undealt with sin, (2) ignorance of truth, and (3) indifference to
spiritual things... 

83. Lesson 2  —A spiritual sight of Christ brings joy to the heart—looking at Christ, within Scripture, brings
true joy...

84. For example, some months ago I was down in Columbia for a week, and eventually my wife and I, figured
out how to video chat on Facebook... 

85. Here I am in a completely different country, I don't know anyone, and I have the burden of teaching the
Scripture...

86. Let's say my heart was troubled and even perhaps fearful—and then, all of a sudden, here's the face of my
beloved...

87. And with this sight of my wife, came comfort, joy, and confidence—it removed the dark cloud from over
me... 

88. Thus, it's also true, we often find ourselves in a similar condition in this world, and nothing will help us,
but looking to our Beloved, by His Spirit, through the pages of Holy Scripture...

89. Lesson 3  —Those who would find true joy, must first know sorrow—this can be learned from our Savior's
illustration...

90. A woman may have known great travail and anguish in childbearing—she may have labored for many
hours...

91. But one look at that little baby makes it all worth it—in fact, she likely will do it again and again and
again...

92. In this sense—sorrow must precede joy—she must first know pain and agony before she knows joy and
comfort...     

93. And this is also true for sinners—you must know your sin and God's displeasure, if you are to know
forgiveness and His acceptance...

94. This is called conviction, as we saw from verses 8-11, and it is the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of
sinners...

95. How much conviction for sin is necessary varies in every case—just like every birth varies in labor and
pain...

96. But this pain and sorrow will be worth it—for in the end, you won't have a physical birth, but a spiritual
birth...

97. Your sorrow will be turned to joy—for you shall see with the eyes of your heart, One who is altogether
fair...
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