
Transformation Part 3 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

 

Today is the third message in our series from Ephesians called Transformation.  We’re in the second chapter of 

the Ephesian letter, and the first two teachings were really all about individual transformation.  The changes that 

God makes in a person’s life after they come to faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Paul teaches on this by reminding his readers of their former condition prior to coming to faith.  And he teaches 

them about their present condition.  You were … But God….  You used to be … but God did … and now 

you’re…. 

 

You were dead in your trespasses and sins … but God made you alive.   

 

Well, in the second half of this chapter, he shifts to another transformation that the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

brings.  And this transformation goes beyond the individual to more of a collective or community level.  A kind 

of social transformation.  Basically saying you were separated by various distinctions, but when people of 

various human groupings coming to faith in Christ they become ONE.  In Christ you become ONE with others 

with whom you were separated from.  

 

Think about the various types of prejudice that causes rifts and divided social groupings.  Can you give me 

some examples? 

 

Racial of course. 

Economic 

Political 

Nationality 

Tribal 

 

Humanity is so good at grouping off and then seeking to elevate themselves and push down or subjugate others.  

And it affects some far more than others.  But it seems like people’s differences can become really charged up 

and volatile.   

 

Groups seek power and then to use that power for the benefit of the group they themselves belong to.  

Something about human beings likes to elevate and subjugate.   

  

Imagine this platform surrounded by crowds of people.  And the crowds divided into groupings based 

prejudicial lines.  

 

Let’s just say racial lines.    So there are groupings of black skinned, white, Asian, Hispanic, Middle Eastern.  

And God the Father is on the stage inviting people from all groups to come into relationship with Him.  They 

are told in order to do so they must believe that Jesus is the Son of God and the One and only Savior of sinners; 

they must acknowledge that they have sinned and are by nature sinners.  Mind you, the requirements He gives 

are the same for all.  And the offer He makes is the same for all.  So anyone who desires to be reconciled to God 

must trust what Christ did on the cross as a necessary payment for their sin that they might be forgiven and be at 

peace with God.   

 

Let’s say that various individuals from each and every racial grouping responded to God’s call to confession of 

sin and faith in Jesus Christ and they join Him on this stage.  What happens to their social grouping when they 

make such a decision? 

 

One of the first things that happens is that you are no longer grouping yourself according to that particular 

characteristic.  You are joining people of other groups in a group called forgiven sinners.  Children of God.  

Christians. 



And the group on the stage has a very diversified make up, doesn’t it? 

 

And what has been acknowledged defacto by responding to such a call of God?  Have not all who are 

reconciled with God and on the stage come into agreement that their condition and need was the same as 

everyone else?  Have not all come into a similar position before God and stand on the same level? 

 

This is the kind of social transformation that happens when we come to Christ in faith. 

 

Turn in your bibles to Ephesians 2:11. 

 

Imagine growing up in a highly charged ethnically and religiously divided community and hearing this passage 

of scripture read to you.   

 

Ephesians 2:11-22  Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called " 

Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands -  

12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  

 

So he is reminding them about their social and spiritual alienation from both God and God’s people.  Here 

“circumcision” is used to speak of Jews and “uncircumcision” to speak of Gentiles.   Jews would derogatorily 

refer to the Gentiles as the uncircumcised.  It was a verbal denouncement.  It was a way among themselves of 

negatively categorizing people and elevating themselves on religious grounds. 

 

Turn to Acts 11.  Early on in the expansion of the Gospel beyond Jerusalem, awhile before Paul’s ministry to 

the Gentiles began, God began setting the stage for this with the Apostle Peter.  God told Peter to go to the 

home of Cornelius at Caesarea to share the Gospel with him and all who would be gathered there.  Cornelius 

was a Gentile.  He did and they all came to faith in Christ.  But notice the reaction of the Jewish Christians back 

in Jerusalem who did not understand at this point that the Gospel was going to wipe away their lines of division 

and distinction.  

Acts 11: 1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 

received the word of God. 

 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, athose who were circumcised took issue with him, 

 3 saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.”1 

 

In other words, you, Peter, treated as equals people who all our lives we have been taught to distinguish 

ourselves from and remain separate from.  The Gospel was breaking down their walls of division and they were 

really uncomfortable with that.  They didn’t see the Gospel doing this.  But it was. 

 

Ok, back to Ephesians 2 v. 13. 

 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 

He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,  

How did he do that?   

 

15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in 

Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,  

16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.  

                                                           
1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ac 11:1–3). LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 
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God gave the law and commandments an ordinances to the Jews.  It is largely what made them different from 

the rest of the world.  And it is also that which they used as their own platform to elevate themselves above non-

Jews.  We have the covenants with God.  We have God’s laws.  We have the commandments.  The ignorant 

Gentiles have none of these things.  That is the enmity of which Paul speaks. 

 

But here’s the deal.  The Jews couldn’t keep the law, and they knew it.  They were not ignorant of it like the 

Gentiles, but they were lawbreakers nonetheless.  But when Jesus came He lived it perfectly.  And He lived 

perfectly for both Jews and Gentiles so that all could put their faith in what He did for them.  So then, through 

both the life and death of Jesus, people from either group are brought near to God and into one new group called 

Christians.  One body.  One new man.  The two groups into one group. 

 Ok, continuing… 

 

17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO 

THOSE WHO WERE NEAR;  

18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.  

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's 

household,  

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 

stone,  

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  

22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  

 

Coming into Christ did something to people who belong to different subcultures, races, religions, political 

parties, etc.  It put us together into one new household, body, and temple.   

 

In Christ people who prior to responding to the Gospel may have despised each other, looked down on each 

other, or at least saw one another through some kind of segregated lenses become socially integrated before God 

in a wonderful way.  And it is an amazing part of the transformation affect that the Gospel can have on a 

community. 

 

So what does a Christian in Reedsburg do with this passage of scripture? 

 

Let’s consider what this text calls for from us.   

 

Application #1: Confess and repent of any and all self-elevation. 

 

There is one household, one body, one temple of which you are a part.  Do you hold a negative view toward 

Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, Pentecostal believers?  Repent.  Confess it as spiritual arrogance akin to the 

circumcision-uncircumcision baloney. 

 

And what about political parties?  What is your attitude toward other followers of Christ who align themselves 

with a different political party than you?  You may vote differently.  You may have some ideologies which 

differ on various issues.  But the republican and the democrat are both sinners in need of God’s saving grace.  

They are both in need of conforming their thoughts, behaviors, values toward God’s standards.  The blood of 

Christ makes your political differences secondary issues.  And you can love each other genuinely from the heart 

with no air of superiority. 

 

And when any kind of wall or air of superiority or view of inferiority begins to develop inside of you it’s a 

sinful attitude which you need to lay before the cross.  Confess it as sinful arrogance.  A proper understanding 

of the cross evaporates attitudes of superiority in the body of Christ.   Remind yourself that you are one in 

Christ with that person.  Remind yourself that your sin was as equally bad as theirs.  Your condition was as 

equally hell-bent as theirs was.   
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Application #2: Treat other believers without distinction. 

 

It is a truly joyful experience to fellowship with Christians of other subgroupings.   

 

I remember when I went to college after growing up in a very segregated community.  And two of the best 

friends I had were black.  And I tagged along with them.  And we learned about each other and enjoyed each 

other’s company.  We came to truly love each other.  What we had in common was so much bigger than our 

racial subculture, where we grew up, or what the color of our skin was.  And it was an amazing transformation 

for me.  A truly joyful experience to embrace brothers across lines which outside of Christ separate people. 

 

Mingle the same as you would with those with whom you are more comfortable.  Intentionally connect with 

people who the rest of the world would segregate from.  Cross economic divides, cross racial divides, cross 

political divides, cross academic divides joyfully in the light of the glorious Gospel which saves all sinners 

equally and makes forgiven sinners equal before God. 

 

Application #3: Treat unbelievers as your future brothers and sisters. 

 

Practice treating people who do things and say things you don’t approve of with love, grace and understanding 

that you were once where they are.  And, apart from the grace of God, you may well have become worse and 

already in hell yourself.   

 

When we remember, like Paul is helping these to remember, that at one time we were separate from Christ, 

excluded from the commonwealth, etc, and brought nearby Christ, we have no reason to look upon or act as 

though there is any distinction at all. 

 

We are recipients of God’s grace and undeservingly so.  We have a different standing before God than 

unbelievers do.  But we are in no way better than them or in no way to keep aloof from them with some kind of 

wall of arrogance. 

 

Christ has shown us how to love one another and it’s through serving each other.  Humbling ourselves before 

our fellow Christians and serving. 

 

And Christ has shown us how to love unbelievers as well.  He was the friend of sinners.  He turned the other 

cheek, He blessed those who cursed Him, prayed for those who persecuted Him, and made friends with those 

who would be friends with Him. 

 

It’s all about love and humility when you are who you are by the blood of Christ and grace of God. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Is there any sinful attitude in you which needs to be confessed?  Are there actions which have been taken or  

words which have been spoken which need to be retracted or confessed as sinful and divisive?   

 

ON the positive side I would encourage you to look for ways you can act in love towards others within the body 

of Christ who may be different than you in some way.  Befriend, love, serve, and align your thinking in accord 

with the cross.  The ground is level at the foot of the cross.  


