
The ___________________ Father 

Luke 15:11–32 

 

I. Introduction 

 A. In the time table set forth by the preceding verses, Jesus is giving a description of the  

  qualities that make up our ___________________ Father, and how He addresses the needs 

  of His children, by giving us a real life circumstance that we can identify with.  

 B. By taking a look at this real life father, we can learn what we as fathers should be, and what 

  our Heavenly Father is really like 

 

II. The ___________________ of this Father 

 A. He was an ______________________ Father (vv. 12–18) 

  1. The text would seem to give some family information 

   a. The father seems to have been ____________________ in business and had 

    gained some wealth  

   b. Both sons were of _________________ age and eligible to receive his share 

    of the family fortune 

    1. The older son received _____________ of the family inheritance Cf. 

     Deut 21:15-17 

    2. The younger son received _____________ of the family inheritance 

  2. The young son felt ______________ in approaching his father about family matters 

   a. He had a desire to ________________ home and launch out on his own 

   b. He needed money to _______________ his new life 

   c. He felt ________________ to come right to his Father with his request 

  3. The direction of the two sons once they received their inheritance 

   a. The older son ___________________ and continued to work 

   b. The younger son launched out on his own to a distant land 

    1. He dreamed of great opportunity, but found great ______________ 

    2. He dreamed of adventure, but instead found _______________ 

    3. He dreamed of _______________, but instead found himself feeding 

     the hogs 

    4.   He quickly learned that life can be _______________, disappointing 

     and even ____________________ 

  4. The younger son learned that his Father was approachable even from the   

   _________________ of sinful failure 

 B. A Father who in his Son’s Mind was Associated with __________________ (v. 18) 

  1. “I have sinned against heaven and before thee” 

  2. When he thought of his father, he thought of the godly __________________ his 

   Father had displayed 

  3.         He could not be reminded of God without remembering his father 

   a. His father surely was a man who _______________ with God 

   b. What an impression! His son couldn’t ________________ it 

   c. The father at _________________, in devotions, in reverent walk 

   d. His father was _________________. How about you? 

 C. A Father Who was ________________________ (v. 20) 

  1. His Father _______________ to meet him:“Ran and fell on his neck and kissed him” 

  2. His Father removed any _________________ that the younger son might fear would 

   exist 

   a. The father had been ____________________ for him 



   b. He _________________ to meet him: “Out of breath but not out of love”  

            C H Spurgeon 

  3. His son was returning 

   a. The time away made no __________________ 

   b. The __________________ of the swine made no difference 

   c. The good clothes turned into _______________ made no difference  

   d.  The loss of the family ______________________ made no difference 

  4. His son is __________________, that’s all that matters 

 D. A Father Who was _______________ Addressed the ____________ of  Both Sons (vv. 21, 

  31) 

  1. He was a Father of Two Sons Who were ___________________ for a Time 

   a. The younger was prodigal in choosing the _________________ of sin 

   b. The older was prodigal in choosing __________________ of self 

  2. To the need of the _________________: “Bring forth the best robe” Vs 21 

  3. To the need of the ________________: "And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever  

   with me, and all that I have is thine." Vs 31 

 

III. Conclusion 

 A. Our Heavenly Father is ____________________ 

 B. Our Heavenly Father is a ____________________ reminder of Heaven 

 C. Our Heavenly Father is ______________________ 

 D. Our Heavenly Father is _____________________ in how He deals with the needs of His  

  children 

 
 


