
2 Timothy Chapter 2C 

 

Scripture clearly affirms that God is the God of all truth. When He Speaks, He speaks 

only truth. He cannot lie. 

Nu 23:19  God is not man, that he should lie,  or a son of man, that he should change his 

mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? 

 

Jesus testified of the Father in John 17, Saying: “Your Word is truth.” 

Of Himself, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.”  John 14:6 

Of the Holy Spirit, He “is the Spirit of Truth.” 

 So it is clear that the Holy Trinity is a trinity of truth. 

 

Scripture also reveals that Satan is a liar and the Father of lies. 

John 8:44b When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father 

of lies. 

 His very nature is to lie and deceive Through deception he caused Adam and Eve to 

distrust God and the whole of God’s good creation fell into sin and corruption. 

 Since that point there has been an ongoing conflict between the truth of God and the 

lies of the Devil. 

 Even TODAY, believers in Jesus Christ are engaged in a spiritual battle for the truth. 

 

2 Corinthians 10: 3  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to 

the flesh. 4  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to 

destroy strongholds. 5  We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 

knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 

 This battle for truth can be clearly seen in the history of Israel where God raised up 

prophets to declare His Word and direct his people. 

 At the same time the wicked one raised up his own prophets, false prophets who 

would speak lies bringing delusion and destruction upon the nation. 

 

Jeremiah 23: 16  Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the 

prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their 

own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD.  17  They say continually to those who 

despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who 

stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 

 The false prophets speak “VISIONS OF THEIR OWN MINDS” false ideas built 

upon the corrupt wisdom and understanding of man. 

 Their target audience according to Jeremiah is those who despise the word of the 

LORD. / stubbornly follow his own heart. 

 Through the mouth of Jeremiah the Lord called the people of Israel to repent of their 

idolatry and return to the Lord. 



Jeremiah 3:12  Go, and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, “ ‘Return, 

faithless Israel, declares the LORD. I will not look on you in anger, for I am merciful, 

declares the LORD; I will not be angry forever. 13  Only acknowledge your guilt, that 

you rebelled against the LORD your God and scattered your favors among foreigners 

under every green tree, and that you have not obeyed my voice, declares the LORD. 

 God was about to judge his people. In his eyes they were playing the harlot, forsaking 

the one who delivered them from bondage and continually chasing after false gods. 

 Jeremiah pleaded with them to repent and return to the Lord. 

 BUT the people despised the Word of God and followed the false prophets who 

contradicted God’s warning saying: ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 

 The word of the False Prophets was simple, no repentance necessary.              “God 

loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.” 

 The majority of people embraced the words of the false prophets because their words 

appealed to their flesh.  

o No need to feel bad about yourself, keep a positive self-image! 

o God wants to prosper you, not harm you. 

o All this talk about God’s judgment is just religious emotionalism; God 

wouldn’t harm his own people, RIGHT? 

 

Jeremiah on the other hand is seen as a radical, narrow minded, over-zealous, puritanical 

zealot. The counsel of the false prophets, “it is best to just ignore him.”   

 History records how God sent his judgment and the people of Judah were devastated. 

 

Friends, I would like you to see that this battle for truth runs continuously from Genesis 3 

to the book of Revelation, encompassing the entire history of mankind. 

With that in mind, Paul insists, as a leader in the church Timothy must remember that he 

is engaged in a battle for the truth. 

 We need to remember that we are also engaged in this same spiritual battle. 

 

1 Timothy 1: 3  As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus that 

you may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 4  nor to devote 

themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the 

stewardship from God that is by faith. 

 

1 Timothy 4:1  Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the 

faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 

 

1 Timothy 6:20  O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent 

babble and contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” 21  for by professing it 

some have swerved from the faith. 

 The importance of Paul’s instruction is made clear through the REPETITION of his 

commands.   



 

Here again in 2 Timothy Paul reminds his young friend that he is engaged in a battle for 

the truth. He and those he will train should follow these simple guidelines: 

1. Avoid pointless arguments. 

2. Accurately handle the Word of Truth. 

3. Avoid irreverent babble. 

 

2 Timothy 2:14  Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel 

about words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.  

 

Reminders - our rebellious nature really hates them - especially when they are repeated 

again and again: 

 Don’t forget to take the trash out!  Did you take the trash out?  Remember the Trash! 

 Did you pay the electric bill?  Remember you were late last month. I don’t want to 

incur and late fee. Have you paid the bills yet? 

 Again and again,  Paul reminds Timothy to stand fast in the battle for God’s truth.  

 Here in 2 Timothy 2:14 Paul is referring to that hymn or creed that he just recited: 

 

2 Timothy 2: 11  The saying is trustworthy, for:  If we have died with him, we will also 

live with him; 12  if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will 

deny us;  13  if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself. 

 Timothy is to reinforce sound doctrine by bringing it to the remembrance of the 

believers. 

 At the same time Timothy must WARN the people in the church NOT to enter into 

fruitless debates, disputes over words, the splitting of doctrinal hairs. 

 FOR YOU BIBLE SCHOLARS:  The language that Paul uses infers that this WAR 

OF WORDS is already taking place and Timothy is to bring it to an end. 

 

2 Timothy 2:14B, charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no 

good, but only ruins the hearers. 

 

Paul gives two reasons why the church is not to battle over words. 

1. FIRST - These battles produce nothing good, LITERALLY: they are useless, there 

is no benefit or profit to these debates. 

2. SECOND - This wrangling over words causes RUIN (the word “Catastrophe”)  

These debates RUIN the faith of innocent bystanders. 

 

Our sin laden world is full of strife! We experience a variety of arguments and verbal 

sparring at the workplace and far too often the joy of family gatherings are tainted 

through contention. 

 BUT the church should be different. NOT PERFECT but certainly better. 



 The abiding presence of the Holy Spirit in the community of believers should 

promote humility and radically diminish selfish rivalries and discord. 

 

Today, FACEBOOK - has become the chosen media for empty babbling and quarreling 

over words. 

There are people that I specifically steer clear of on Facebook because they constantly 

use the media to lure people into useless debates. 

 They are not seriously seeking to understand the truth of God’s Word instead they are 

purposefully baiting conservative Believers into useless arguments. 

 Because they name the name of Christ but hold to the values of this world their 

frequently expressed opinions function like an undercurrent that slowly erodes the 

faith of those who yield themselves to their empty babble. 

 In my zeal for the Word of God I frequently remind myself that my battle is not 

against flesh and blood….  And the weapons of my warfare are not carnal..  

 So I remember the grace in which I stand and I pray that God would remove the 

scales from their eyes so that they may see the folly of their debates. 

 

Back to Timothy:  Having instructed Timothy in what to avoid Paul now directs him in 

that which he should embrace: 

 

Point 2: Accurately handle the Word of Truth. 

2 Timothy 2: 15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 

has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

 Because the enemy of our soul is a liar and the father of lies it is vitally important that 

the man or woman of God, the “Worker who has no need to be ashamed” accurately 

handle the word of truth. 

 Paul commands Timothy to be DILIGENT, in presenting himself before God as one 

who is approved. 

 We already know from Paul’s first letter that Timothy has been born of God, He has 

been called of God into ministry and equipped by the Holy Spirit for that ministry.     

 He is God’s workman and HIS PART in fulfilling God’s call, His effectiveness in the 

ministry will require continual diligent effort. 

 With that in mind Paul encourages Timothy to present himself to God as a worker 

who does not need to be ashamed. 

 

The picture that Paul paints is that of a presentation;  

 Like children presenting their artwork to mom and dad seeking their approval for 

their hard work. IN the back of his mind he wanders: “Will that artwork find an 

exalted position on the family frig?” 

 Will their diligence meet their parents approval?   Our children blossom when they 

hear those words, “Well Done!”  

 



As a minister of the Gospel, Timothy desires to hear the words, “Well done, good and 

faithful servant.”    

The labor that will keep Timothy from experiencing SHAME when he stands before God 

is his Accurate handling of God’s Word. 

 

 rightly handling the word of truth 

 “Rightly handling” This wording speaks of “cutting straight” like a farmer who plows 

straight rows, an engineer making a straight road or a stone mason cutting a square 

stone. 

 Timothy is not to get sidetracked by those who seek to debate over words; he is not to 

get involved with empty chatter but to guide the word of truth along a straight path 

without being turned aside because of outside influences.  

 He is to keep the main point the main point. Focus on Christ and him crucified. 

 

It is not unusual to be involved in a small group study where one or two individuals take 

the group down a rabbit trail of no return. 

 Identifying the Nephalim of Genesis 6 -  the Sons of God and the daughters of men  

 Searching out the identity of the Antichrist. (Calculating the number of his name) 

 Searching for demons under every rock. (all of your conversation involves discerning 

the spiritual powers behind every thought and action)   

 Petty, obsessive doctrines that pull God’s people away from the Gospel in my book 

amount to irreverent babble. 

 

We started with a negative command:  We moved to a positive command: 

NOW finish up with another negative as Paul points out another practice for Tim to 

AVOID. 

 

Point 3 - Avoid irreverent babble. 

2 Timothy 2: 16  But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more 

ungodliness, 17  and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus 

and Philetus, 18  who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has 

already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. 

 This command of Paul is aimed at Timothy’s internal decision making capabilities. 

(Heart and Mind) 

 Timothy, there are some arguments that you lose simply by entering into them.  

 

SO when you are faced with the decision to speak or be silent, to defend or walk away, 

there are times when it is wise to step away from the argument. 

 

What exactly is Timothy to AVOID?  Irreverent Babble. Worldly, empty Chatter 

 These words describe talk that carries no content; it is speech that makes plenty of 

sound but no real point. …..Blah, Blah, Blah…. 



You might find this kind of irreverent babble on the history channel when someone with 

four doctorates behind their name is trying to reason away the clear teaching of scripture 

with words of human wisdom. 

 Declaring on scientific authority that the book of Genesis cannot be taken literally. 

All of humanity did not come from one set of parents. The fall of Adam is merely a 

moralistic story with no historic value. 

 Others will try to disprove the Bible showing through elaborate illustrations why the 

children of Israel could never have walked across the Red Sea on dry land. 

 I have heard individuals try to appease their moral conscience by insisting that King 

David had a homosexual relationship with Jonathan. 

 Blah, Blah, Blah…..  

 

Their reasoning is based on their personal agenda and they employ intellectual and 

expository gymnastics to reason away the clear meaning of the holy writings. 

 

Paul tells Timothy that this kind of irreverent babble has TWO effects: 

 FIRST: This worldly, empty chatter leads to an ever increasing ungodliness.  

 What Paul is describing here is a definite progression away from Godliness into an 

irreligious, impious lifestyle. 

 This is the direct opposite of what the grace of God produces in the lives of the 

redeemed. 

 

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12  

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 

upright, and godly lives in the present age,   

 

SECONDLY: The second reason to AVOID worldly, empty chatter. 

2 Timothy 2: 17  and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus 

and Philetus,  

 This kind of worldly chatter spreads like gangrene. 

 

Five Years ago my Father in-law was admitted to the hospital where he was given a 

blood thinner. Strangely, that blood thinner had the reverse affect on him. It clotted the 

blood in his femoral arteries irrecoverably. Gangrene began in his feet and quickly spread 

destroying both of his legs and within weeks he died. 

 

2 Timothy 2:17b Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18  who have swerved from 

the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith 

of some. 

 Here in verse 17 Paul actually names two individuals who seem to be the source of 

this gangrenous doctrine. 



 They “Swerved from the truth”  Missed the mark.. and have overthrown the faith of 

some. 

 They held an erroneous view of the resurrection.  

 Resurrection is an essential Christian Doctrine… If you are wrong concerning the 

resurrection you are wrong about Christianity. 

 

Paul doesn’t explain what resurrection these two individuals had in mind. In light of 

Paul’s stern warning their teaching could NOT have been: 

 The resurrection of the Lord Jesus which is an orthodox foundational truth of 

Scripture.  

 It also could not have been the bodily resurrection of the Saints that will take place at 

the end of the age (Revelation 20)  

 

It seems probable that these men propounded some form of spiritual resurrection as the 

ONLY resurrection.    

 The Greek philosophy of the day held that everything spiritual was good and 

everything material was evil. 

 A man could experience a “Spiritual Resurrection” that would set him apart and free 

him from all responsibility for the deeds of his flesh.  

 In Short: Spiritual life with no restrictions and no accountability to God. 

 

They may have twisted Paul’s words from 

Romans 6:4  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. 

 Spiritual resurrection has taken place and it doesn’t matter how you live your life. 

 You can see how this irreverent babble can lead to more and more ungodliness. 

 

WHY does God who is  Sovereign over all of his creation, allow false teachers to 

infiltrate the church with their bad doctrine? 

 

Jesus taught that in the church there would be both WHEAT  (true believers) and TARES 

(false believers) The false teachers tend to lure away the tares..  

 

In a way, false teachers act like a sieve, removing the tares from the wheat. 

 Unbelievers and Misbelievers fall through the holes that are produced by the false 

teaching. 

 Their fleshly motives draw away those who are unregenerate and fleshly. 

 On the other hand, the controversy initiated by false teachers actually serves to 

strengthen true believers by affirming the truth of the Bible. 

 



When true believers hear strange doctrine they are motivated to study for themselves and 

affirm the truth of God’s Word. 

 

So what do you take home? 

1. Avoid pointless arguments. 

2. Accurately handle the Word of Truth. Study to show yourself approved! 

3. Avoid irreverent babble. 

 

 

 
 


