
1936 - INJUSTICES! - Eccles 8:10-14 

PRELIMS. My sermon title this morning is injustices! All of us have experienced at least one 
injustice in our lives. An injustice is perhaps the one thing that usually begs the question, 'Is there a 
God, and if so, why does He allow such a thing to happen?' An injustice just seems so wrong?  

If we think injustices are so, so wrong, we are in good company - Solomon the author of 
Ecclesiastes, the wisest king who ever lived, and a world renowned philosopher, thinks the very 
same! Look at verse (14) There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people 
to whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people to whom it 
happens according to the deeds of the righteous (14) The vey opposite of justice!! 

In fact, he tells us plainly that he was so troubled by the injustices that he experienced in his life, he 
called it the violation of justice and righteousness (5:8), and he resolved to try and discover why 
God permitted injustices! He took notes and wrote a book about it - and this is the book - 
Ecclesiastes! Look,at the 'Preface': I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I 
applied my heart to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an 
unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. I have seen everything 
that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind (1:12-14). He 
concludes that we are wasting our time trying to find an answer! Look: v17!! We humans just 
cannot find the answer - YET!! We will one day - but not now!! You see...... 

God has a wonderful reason for delaying administrating justice on earth! And that wonderful 
reason is perverted by mankind so that it now appears to us as the exact opposite of justice, ie, it 
looks like injustice! People actually think that God, if there is one, should immediately punish and 
judge those who are unjust. If not immediately, then very soon afterwards! But nothing happens! 

I refer to verse (11) Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed speedily, the heart of 
the children of man is fully set to do evil (11). Ie, because nothing evil happens to the wicked for 
their wickedness, immediately, people think, 'Oh well, there is no God - for how could He allow 
such a thing to go unpunished?' So, because nothing happens to the wicked, people assume there is 
no God!! And so wicked people resolve to continue to do wickedly believing there is no justice as 
long as you are 'smart enough' to escape the law of the land!! How wrong can you be?  

My friends, God does not deal with wickedness immediately in order to fully demonstrate the 
excellencies and the mercies of His gospel!! God hates punishing - although He must punish 
whoever commits it! God is indeed so holy that sin cannot come into His presence, but nevertheless 
He is very reluctant to do it, and indeed has constructed a way of escape for all who have sinned. 
The way of escaping the punishment of sins against God is by believing the gospel. The gospel of 
course is God sending His own Son to the Cross of Calvary to die for our sins in our place!  

God delays bringing people into immediate judgment in order that they might repent and believe 
the gospel and through faith in Him become new people in Christ Jesus! God wants us to change! 
The Bible is full of people who have been changed by God's power! Listen to Peter and Paul Once 
you were not a people, but now you are God's people (1P2:10) + at one time you were darkness, 
but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (Eph 5:8). Re Onesimus: formerly he 
was useless to you but now indeed useful to you and to me (Phil 1:11) God wants us all to become 
new people!! Rather than judge us immediately, God wants to give us another chance. So He 
delays dealing justly with our sin and offers us reconciliation through Jesus Christ!  

You see, God is very much more patient and more loving than we are! We would immediately 
castigate those who injure us! We are so full of anger that we want immediate recompense! Not 
God! At least not yet! God will ultimately give each man and woman their due! *Some evil people 
do think because 'nothing bad' has ever happened to them since their evil work, they conclude 
there is no God and no judgment to come! Friends, we might very well escape the judgement of the 
law of the land but we will not escape the final judgement of the law of God.  

Look at NLT of (Psa 10:4-6) The wicked are too proud to seek God. They seem to think that God is 



dead. Yet they succeed in everything....They sneer at all their enemies. They think, 'Nothing bad 
will ever happen to us! We will be free of trouble forever!'!! The great apostle Paul wrote do you 
presume on the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? (Rom 2:4). God does not give justice here, in order 
that sinners, (which we all are) might come to Him in confession and repentance and then never 
ever receive the judgement our sins deserve! 

What was it that brought Solomon to think of this matter of justice? This: He saw the wicked buried 
and They used to go in and out of the holy place and were praised in the city where they had done 
such things (10) Solomon recalled being at funerals! The eulogies he witnessed made out some 
wicked people out to be fine people who had no flaws whatever - and Solomon knew these same 
people were great sinners! APP I suppose many of us have been at funerals when eulogies were 
made praising people whom we knew were guilty of some great private sins! That presentation of 
'sinlessness' at funerals does cause many people to ask the question 'Is there a God who deals 
justly? Look at what he's got away with?' Solomon is telling us here, he has not got away with it! 

Yes, the conclusion is easily made that because no justice has been seen to be done on earth, then 
that is the end, there is nothing more! Not at all! That death is the end of the matter is the result of 
unbelief in Scripture. That is human hope more than anything! The Bible says: it is appointed for 
man to die once, and after that comes judgment (Heb 9:27). Later Solomon says For God will 
bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil (12:14)! Apostle 
Paul: For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what 
is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil (2Cor 5:10).  

Of course, some sins are exposed before death. As Paul said: The sins of some people are 
conspicuous, going before them to judgment, but the sins of others appear later (1Tim 5:24). We 
think of Jimmy Saville! The police at the Hillsborough disaster who made a cover-up! But how 
many more 'Jimmy Savilles are out there? How many more public bodies are covering-up their 
sins? How many clandestine deals and undercover manipulations have politicians/Governments 
been guilty of? We do not know! Jesus said I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give 
account for every careless word they speak (Mat 12:26) 

TWO OTHER CERTAINTIES 

However, amid all the unfairness and injustices that we read and hear of and experience, Solomon 
assures us that the are two other certainties we can rely on! Solomon despite the confusion he 
witnessed in life was absolutely certain that as far as ultimate consequences were concerned, 
justice would win the day! On both counts - for the righteous as well as the wicked!  

The first: it will definitely go well for the righteous! Yet I know it will be well with those who fear 
God (12). You cannot fear God without believing all that He says! He has told us about man's sin! 
He has told us about redemption through His Son! APP do you believe in God and in all that He 
says? For some amazing reason, God has decided to reward those who believe in what He says in 
His Word! I am always amazed to read about the father of all those who believe Abraham: Abram, I 
am your shield, your reward shall be very great!!(Gen 12:1) Reward for what? Just believing what 
God said - and going to Canaan! Paul told the Cols Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord 
and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward (Col 
2:23) An inheritance as a reward? Yes, just for believing! That is God's amazing justice! Because 
His son has fully paid up all our debts and purchased a reward for the righteous!  

Second: there will be justice for the wicked too! The sinner too will get justice! But it will not be 
well with the wicked.....because he does not fear before God (13)! You cannot fear God if you do 
not know Him! Get to know Him! God is wisdom personified! Get to know God - Solomon said 
Get wisdom, and whatever you get, get insight (Pro 4:7) But once you get to know God - you will 
love Him! He will tell you Though a sinner does evil a hundred times...yet it will be well with those 
who fear God! Get to know God and though He will tell you, you are a sinner, He will also tell you 
there is mercy for all those who confess their sin and receive his offered grace in Jesus Christ! 


