
 

The Church in Ephesus (Revelation 2: 1-7) 

• These words from our Lord Jesus to the apostle John for the seven churches 

• 1:1-3 John receives the revelation, in 1:4-5 He is writing to the churches 

• Vs 13 John describes One who is the Son of Man (vs.18) identified as Jesus 

• Vs 20 Jesus is standing in the  midst of the churches the seven lamp stands,  

• He is holding the seven stars, which are the angels of the seven churches. 

• Out of Jesus’ mouth proceeds a sharp double edged sword – symbolic of the word 

and power and victory that emanates from our Lord Jesus Christ  

I) Jesus’ Analysis of the Church in Ephesus 

• Ephesian church was one of the four large churches in the apostolic period  

• Paul ministered there for three years, then Apollos, Timothy & then John 

• They had been extraordinarily blessed with great teaching for many years  

• Jesus commends them for some significant qualities:  

1) They Work Hard –: 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience” 

2)  Personal purity /congregational discipline: you cannot bear those who are evil 

3)  Remarkable resilience:  vs. 3 “you have persevered & have patience, & have labored 

for My name’s sake & have not become weary  

II) Jesus Criticism of the Church in Ephesus  

4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love 

• Jesus wants them in Ephesus to repent or he will remove their lamp stand  

• They become so fixed on Gospel truth that they lost sight of love & grace  

• They had turned inward and were no longer reaching out with Gospel light  

• They lost their love for Christ, their love for the lost, their love for each other 

III) Jesus Exhortation to the Church in Ephesus  

1) Remember the past- remember from where you have fallen (v.5) 

2) Repent: Turn away from your sin (v.5) 

3) Do the things you did before, do your first works (5) 

• This promise is not just for this church but every one who will hear (v.7) 

• Promise: “Eat of the Tree of life” who is Jesus Himself (vs. 7) 


