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GOD’S  STRANGE  WAYS  TO  CALL  US 
Exodus 3: 1-15 and 4: 10-15 

 
Flo Harvey, a mother of 41, was called of God, to be willing to bear a sixth 
child. It seemed like a very strange call to her, as she was driving her four 
year old daughter, Rachel, home from pre-school. Rachel asked her Mom, 
“Mom,  do  you  know  that  I  believe  God  is  always  holding  me?  He  holds  me  
all the time because He is always with me.” Flo’s  eyes  widened  as  tears  
welled  up.  Rachel  kept  on  talking,  “Mommy,  do  you  feel  God  holding  you?”  
Flo was hesitant  to  answer.  Finally  she  said,  “Rachel,  sometimes  I  do,  and  
those  are  really  special  times.  Most  of  the  time  I  get  too  busy  and  I  don’t  
stop  long  enough  to  hear  from  God.”  Rachel  kept  on  now  with  the  voice  of  a  
prophetess.  She  said,  “That’s  sad,  cuz’  God  misses  you  a  lot,  Mommy!” 
 
Many servants of the Lord throughout the Word of God and throughout 
history  would  testify  to  us  today,  saying,  “God  has  strange  ways  He  uses  to  
make  us  His  servants.”  The  witness  I  want  to  call  to  the  witness  stand  today  
is Moses. His story is so familiar we often dismiss it as unusual, and we 
consider his account with the Lord as not helpful to us. Nevertheless, many 
hundreds of years later, Isaiah, the prophet, in Isaiah 55: 9 speaking for God, 
said,  “For  My  thoughts  are  not  your thoughts, neither are your ways My 
ways,  declares  the  Lord.” For those of you who have forgotten the familiar 
historical account of Moses, remember who Moses was. He was a fugitive 
from  Egypt,  the  adopted  son  of  Pharoah’s  daughter.  His  real  parents  were 
Amran and Jocebed. Moses you remember one day, at the age of 40, saw an 
Egyptian, beating one of his Israeli brethren. Moses looked both ways and 
figured he would be a volunteer for the Lord. He struck the Egyptian, killing 
him and he buried the Egyptian quickly in the sand. Moses thought he was 
being a servant of God in murdering the Egyptian. He also thought no one 
saw him. But the very next day, Exodus 2: 13, 14 records, “When  Moses  
went out the next day, behold two Hebrews were struggling together. And 
Moses  said  to  the  man  in  the  wrong,  “Why  do  you  strike  your  companion?” 
The  man  answered  Moses,  “Who  made  you  a  prince  and  a  judge  over  us?  Do  
you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?”  Then  Moses  was  afraid,  
and  thought,  “Surely  the  thing  is  known.”  Moses, the volunteer servant, had 
entered  the  service  of  the  Lord  and  done  something  God  hadn’t  called  him  to  
do. Now he was afraid, for he knew Pharoah would hear of it, and Pharoah 
not only heard, but he tried every possible way to kill Moses. Moses fled, 
but no doubt, plastered all  over  Egypt  must  have  been  “most-wanted 
posters”  in  all  the  store  fronts,  in  all  the  government  buildings  and  even on 
the  doors  of  some  houses  with  an  artist’s  rendering  of  Moses  and  words  that  
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said,  “Most  wanted  killer.  Rich  reward to whoever will report his true 
whereabouts.” (Exodus 2: 15) 
 
Moses made tracks from Epypt. Moses  didn’t  quit  running  until  he  got  to  the  
Midian desert, about 300 miles to the east. There Moses found a wife, 
Zipporah in the tent of her father, Jethro, the priest of Midian. Moses served 
God humbly as a shepherd from 1531 to 1491 BC—for 40 more years in 
total obscurity. Moses’  failed  attempt  at  volunteering  for  the  Lord  failed, 
partly because God had some important lessons to teach Moses on the back 
side of the Midian desert and partly because God was not ready to call 
Moses the day Moses volunteered. Neither had God called Moses to kill the 
Egyptian that he killed. Here near Midian, in the Sinai desert, where 
Bedouin sheep-herders still roam today, far, far away from the Epyptian 
FBI, the Egyptian police and the most wanted posters, Moses eked out a 
shepherd’s  living. With a new life, a new job, a wife and two sons, Moses 
had left Egypt far behind with all his afflicted brothers  there.  Moses’  
afflicted brothers and sisters in bondage in Egypt, were in his rear view 
mirror, and Moses was not going back to see them on vacation or on 
business. No one has to tell us this. The historical account is clear. 
 
Moses had melted into Midian society and culture, until one day when 
Moses led his flock south toward Horeb, toward Sinai, that mysterious, 
smoking mountain of God. That’s  where  our  text  today  begins  in  Exodus  3:  
1-s . Moses may even have left God behind, or partially behind, but God had 
not forgotten Moses. God never forgets His children. Moses  wasn’t  thinking  
about his brothers in Egypt that day, I do not believe, but God was. It was 
doubtless one more scorching hot day on the Sinai desert when Moses saw 
what must have been a common sight. A bush was burning. Whether it was 
oak brush, sage brush, what riveted the eyes of Moses was that the bush was 
not burning up. It was not being consumed. It was not being consumed.  
 
When the bush  wasn’t  burning  up,  Moses  stopped  to have a closer look. God 
was using a strange means, a strange sight and a strange method to turn 
Moses’  attention  back  to  Him, and to stop Moses long enough to listen to 
God. God does this kind of thing more often than not. God could just order 
us straight from glory and call our name, and give us our assignments, but 
He often remains hidden in His calls to us. He uses circumstances, people, 
events, and strange, strange, strange ways to capture our attention. In this 
case, God was hiding in the burning bush. In this desert blaze, the angel of 
the Lord appeared to Moses. When God gets us to stop, look, and listen, He 
often has a message for us. All of us have an occupational hazard. All of us 
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are opinionated. We have a strong opinion about a lot of things, so whatever 
God has to say or call us to do, we often don’t  or won’t listen long enough to 
hear and recognize it is God Himself speaking. As Moses turned aside to 
look at this amazing sight, God called to him out of the burning bush—
Exodus 3: 4. The call was distinct,  “Moses,  Moses.”  God  knew  the name of 
this little known shepherd. God knows each of our names. Moses reply was 
perfect and instantaneous—“Here  am  I!” 
 
You have to admit—this was a strange way to get Moses’  attention,  but  God  
uses strange events to get us to turn aside and listen to him. He can use a 
sunrise, a sunset, a tornado warning, a  pastor’s  message,  a  child’s  comment,  
a  spouses’  question,  an  automobile accident, an unexpected pregnancy, a lost 
job, a large unexplainable raise in pay, and a difficult  affliction.  God’s  list of 
optional ways to call us are more than the sands of the sea. Yet God, who 
knows more about us than we know about ourselves, finds a way to get our 
attention. It may take Him a long time to convince us it is really Him talking, 
but unbelievably, He keeps waiting persistently and the bush keeps burning 
without being consumed. Moses was at full attention now. God got to the 
point quickly, (v. 5) “Do  not  come  near;;  take  off  your  sandals  off your feet, 
for  the  place  on  which  you  are  standing  is  holy  ground.”  What was different 
about this dirt? It was doubtless covered with sheep droppings and the grass 
and sagebrush was eaten  down  to  the  nubbins.  Yet  God  said,  “The  place  on  
which  you  are  standing  is  holy  ground.”  Never  forget  it.  Where  God  speaks  
to you and gets you to turn aside and look for Him, that place is holy. Take 
off your shoes. Have we had to take  off  our  shoes,  as  we’ve  stopped  to  listen  
to God speak to us? 
 
God identified Himself—verse  6,  “Then  the  Lord  said,  “I  am  the  God  of  
your father, (that is Amran,) the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” God was saying, I know your daddy, and all your past Jewish 
fathers, the patriarchs. Yes, I know your own dad. The  Great  “I  am”  was  
saying to Moses, I am the God of your dad, Amran—as Exodus 6:20 bears 
out Moses’  dad  and  mom  being  Amran  and  Jocebed.  God  was  getting  very  
personal with Moses. All the Bible  stories  Moses’ mom and dad ever had 
told him growing up must have come flooding back to Moses. Then God got 
Moses’  attention  in  Genesis  3:  7-9, saying, “I  have surely seen the affliction 
of My people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters. I know their sufferings,  and I have come down to deliver them 
out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a 
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
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Jebusites. And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to Me, 
and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them.” 
Wos! What a wake-up call to hear from God that He had not forgotten 
Moses’ afflicted brothers and sisters. God never forgets us. 
 
Moses  must  have  wondered,  “God,  why  are  you  telling  me  about  this?”  
Then  God’s  call  was  unmistakable in Exodus 3: 10—“Come,  I will send you 
to Pharoah, that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of 
Egypt.”  Talk about  getting  Moses’  attention! It was no longer about—
“Thanks  for  wanting to help my poor afflicted brothers.”  No,  God  was 
saying,  “I  have  a  plan  and  you  are central in the plan, Moses; you will lead 
the  way  to  my  Exodus.”  These words must have nearly knocked the breath 
out of Moses. Right here today is where I must stop and preach. God the 
Holy Spirit wants to tell us what it means to be a called servant of the Lord. 
There are three definitions! In Numbers 12:6-8 when God smote Miriam 
with leprosy for speaking against her brother Moses along with Aaron, God 
spoke  to  them  saying,  “Hear  now  My  Words:  If  there  is  a  prophet  among  
you, I, the Lord, shall make Myself known to him in a vision. I shall speak 
with him in a dream. Not so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in all my 
household…Why  then  were  you  not  afraid  to  speak  against  My  servant  
Moses? How do we go from signing up as a volunteer servant for God, to 
becoming a  servant  of  God  whom  God  Himself  calls  “My  servant!?”  The  
answer is three-fold—and this definition of being a servant of God builds in 
our text. What is the answer? 
 
BEING A SERVANT OF GOD IS DIFFERENT FROM CHOOSING 
TO SERVE. (I.) A servant of God is as different from being a volunteer for 
God, as choosing to serve God is different  from  choosing  to  be  God’s  
servant. When we choose to serve or volunteer for a duty for God, we are 
still in charge, like Moses, when he volunteered and killed a man. To be a 
true servant of God, we cannot belong to ourselves. We are not our own. We 
recognize we’ve  been bought with a price. (I Cor. 6:20) A servant 
recognizes he is the temple of God, not the one in charge of anything. 
A servant of God is filled with sacrifice, heart, soul, passion, commitment 
and he is done with making excuses for why he or she is not the one for the 
job God is calling to be done. When God called Moses, Moses could have 
become a willing like Isaiah, but his life was filled  with  excuses.  He  didn’t  
mind serving God his own  way,  but  he  wasn’t  a servant of God yet. Moses 
started out great with hearing his name “Moses, Moses,”  and he answered 
“Here  I  am.”  But when Moses heard  the  job  God  had  for  him,  “Here  I  am”  
changed instantly, in Exodus  3:  11  to  “Who  am  I?”  Think  of  the  brash  
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boldness of Moses to argue with God, but he did. Moses was saying to God, 
“I  know  myself and who I am better than You do. You missed this one, 
Lord.  I’m  a  wilderness  shepherd  in  Sinai.  I  won’t  face  down  and try to 
defeat  Pharoah.”  How many of us are in this “Who  am  I?”  stage with God? 
How many of us think we know our own place and identity better than the 
Lord? We never fully know our own identity until we listen and obey God’s  
calls in our life and follow His calls completely? We may not know who we 
are because we have never turned aside to look and listen to the Lord and to 
hear His call.  
 
Perhaps, we don’t  like  the  Lord’s persistence with Moses and we think 
Moses was beaten into submission. No, Moses did have a choice, but he 
would tell us,  “God helped me see that my only wise choice was to follow 
the Lord as His servant.”  God  listened  to  all  of  Moses’  excuses,  “Lord,  what  
if  Pharoah  and  the  Egyptians  won’t  believe  me?”  God  gave  Moses  signs  
with his rod/staff, by turning his hand to become leprous and back to 
wholeness again. God told Moses He would empower him to turn the Nile 
River to blood. Moses went on to say he was no public speaker, not 
eloquent. God told him He made his mouth and He would include Moses’  
brother Aaron in the call too. Moses threw up his hands and finally told the 
Lord,  “Send  whomever  You  will.  Just  not  me.”  God  said,  “Go  and  I  will  be  
with  your  mouth.” (Genesis 4: 15) Do you realize what God was doing with 
Moses? God was changing a volunteer for Him into a true servant of God. 
Moses  didn’t  mind  the  idea  of  being  given  more  years  to  serve  in  Sinai  and 
Midian as a sheepherder.  Yet,  he  wasn’t  readily  willing  to  be a herder of 
God’s  sheep—God’s  people  in  that  same  desert  in  the  Exodus.  Are we still 
lingering  between  “Here  I  am!  And  “Who  am  I?”  Do  we  want  the  controls—
and freedom to do what we decide is best for us and others? There’s  a  
second definition of being a servant. 
 
BEING A SERVANT OF GOD IS DYING TO OUR OWN DESIRES. 
(II.) In this exchange with God that Moses had in Exodus 4, Moses had five 
objections. (1) Who am I that I should go to Pharoah and bring my people, 
the children of Israel out of Egypt? (3: 11) God answer, in  verse  12,  was,  “I  
will  be  with  you.”  (2)  What  if  they  ask  me  Who sent me? What is His name? 
What shall I say to them? (3:  13)  God’s  answer  was, (3: 15) “Tell  them  “I  
AM has sent me to you.” (3)  What  if  they  won’t  listen  to  me?  – (4:1) They 
may say  the  Lord  didn’t  appear  to  me?  God’s  answer  was  the  rod  to  a  snake  
miracle, the leprous hand in the bosom, then healed again, miracle and the 
Nile River turning into blood.(4: 1-9) (4) I am not eloquent either in the past 
or  since  you  have  spoken  to  me.  I  am  slow  of  speech  and  of  tongue.”  (4:  10)  
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God’s  answer  was,  “Who  made  your mouth? It is Me, Moses, calling you. I 
will  be  with  your  mouth.” (4: 11, 12) (5) Please, Lord send anyone else but 
me.”  (4: 13) God said, I am sending Aaron to help you, go and I will be 
you’re  your  mouth.” Moses pulled out the stops with God but God wasn’t  
moving. God is perseverant in His calls. Romans 11; 29 tells us that the 
“gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance,  irrevocable.”  How many of 
us for days, months, or possibly, even years have argued and adamantly 
refused  to  follow  God’s  call? Excuse after excuse has been our plea to God. 
You  may  think  Moses  was  just  being  humble  saying  he  couldn’t  speak  well.  
Don’t  believe  it.  Moses  was  a  great  speaker,  who  was  hiding,  hiding  perhaps  
behind some blunders in past speaking, but yet hiding out from doing God’s  
will. Surely, there was an element of truth in his words, but Moses was not 
dying to his desires, so he could become a  servant  of  God.  He  didn’t  believe  
he was the man to stand up to Pharoah—a better excuse, but He knew the 
Egyptians better than any other Jew. He knew that. It was a dangerous call. 
Moses  didn’t  want  to  put his life on the line. What a promise! “I AM THAT 
I AM” will  go  with  you.  It  wasn’t  enough  for  Moses.  No  amount  of  
reassurance  by  God  would  wipe  out  Moses’  fear,  his  reluctance,  his  
inadequacy,  and  his  refusal.  Strangely,  God  didn’t  pump  Moses  up  with  
assurances,  “You  can  do  it.  You’ve  got  what  it  takes.  God  didn’t  choose  
Moses because Moses could do it,  but  precisely  because  Moses  couldn’t  do  
it,  just  like  we  can’t  do  what  God  asks  us  to  do. God knows that no servant 
of His can do it without Him. Moses had to finally die to his objections and 
excuses  and  realize  God’s  presence  was all he needed. It took a spiritual 
metamorphosis in Moses to get him to Egypt. Thirdly,  
 
BEING A SERVANT OF GOD IS DOING WHAT GOD CALLS US 
TO DO. (III) Did you know the Word of God never tells us Moses went 
willingly. But the Word does tell us he went down to Egypt. Look with me 
at Exodus 4:18-20  We  don’t  know  for sure that  Moses’  attitude  was  perfect.  
We do know he knew he was called of God. When we do what God calls us 
to do, we know He has called us. Did you know there is no Christian who is 
uncalled of God to be a servant of God? When we know we are on call, life 
suddenly  feels  different.  Life  doesn’t  belong  to  us  anymore. We belong to 
God. When we belong to Jesus, He has full rights to do with us whatever He 
chooses, without consulting us for permission. When we do what we are 
called  to  do,  it  isn’t  because  we  are  capable.  God  seldom  calls  capable  
people.  It’s  often  almost like God chooses the wrong people. He seems to go 
out of His way to call us. Sometimes there are no special virtues or qualities 
we possess to suggest God picked us well. For me and for you, when God 
picks us, He picks a challenge. We are all challenges to God. God picks us 
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not according to our capabilities, but often according to our vulnerabilities. 
That way God finds weak people like Paul, to make strong is amazing. 
God’s  call  is  not  something  everyone  will  agree  with.  Sometimes  folks  we  
love, family and friends, will stand in our way and attempt to block our call. 
We must love them, but love no one more than God—it is Him alone we 
must follow. Nevertheless,  the  call  of  God  is  never  to  something  God’s  
Word clearly prohibits. When we like Moses are willing to follow  God’s  
call, He endues us with His power and He anoints us with power from on 
high to skillfully and powerfully do His will. When blue Mondays come, the 
only thing we have as servants of God to fall back on is the knowledge that 
God Himself called us. When troubles arise, the true servant of God knows it 
was  God’s  call  that  got  him  into  this  trouble,  this  affliction,  this  pain,  and  
this sorrow—it was not his own manipulation or his own desire. When we 
follow  God’s  call,  all we know for sure is His promise in Exodus 4 that He 
will be with us.  
 
If  the  task  before  us  we  are  choosing  is  doable,  watch  out.  God’s  call  to  a  
true servant of God is not a rose garden or a cakewalk. God usually asks the 
impossible.  If  it’s  possible,  if  it’s  easy,  we  can  be  quite  sure that  it’s  not  
God.”  God’s  call  is  often  distinguished  precisely  by  its  impossibility.  It will 
make us afraid. We would rather volunteer. Most often God calls us. What a 
true servant of God is to do, does not begin in our ambitions or in our true 
assessment of our talents. Even a deep desire to help others or an ambition to 
be  a  leader  is  not  the  genesis  of  God’s  call.  God’s  call  is  so  clear  in  the  
words of Jesus in John 15:16—“You  did  not  choose  Me,  but  I  chose  you,  
and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 
should  remain…” Is God calling you? Are you being a stubborn Moses? 
God  intends  for  you  and  me  to  obey  His  voice.  Will  we?  Let’s  pray! 
 
 
 


