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Gospel of John 

John 1:1-18 Prologue

Focus v15-18

All Bible Verses are in the ESV Version (unless noted)
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John 1:1-8
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about 

the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness about the 

light.
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John 1:9-13
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 

coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 

the world was made through him, yet the world did 

not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. 12But to all who did 

receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, 13who were born, 

not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God.
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John 1:14-18 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John 

bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he 

of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’”) 16For 

from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 

one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 

Father’s side, he has made him known.
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15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This 

was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’”)

• Differs from v6-8 in that the earlier mentioning of 

John the Baptist spoke more of the role of John the 

Baptist (witness/signpost), and a general description 

of what John would testify to, where v15 is a specific 

testimony

• John wants to make sure that all the glory, honor and 
focus are in the right place (On Jesus and off John)
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16For from his fullness we have all received, grace 

upon grace. 

• ”For” V16 affirms the truths of v15 

• From his (Jesus, Word incarnate) fullness: What 

fullness?

– v14 The glory of God revealed in Jesus Christ “full 

of grace and truth”

• We have all received, grace upon grace

• YLT: and out of his fullness did we all receive, and 

grace over-against grace;

• NIV Out of his fullness we have all received grace in 

place of grace already given. 
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V16 For from his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace 

already given 17 for the law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ.

1) “Grace already given”: “The Law was given through Moses”

2) (New/Greater) Grace in place of (old grace) : Grace and truth through 

Jesus Christ 

• Eph 2:11-12 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the 

flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the 

circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember 

that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without God in the world.

• Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to 

Christ, so that we may be justified by faith

• Heb 10:-14 

• Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 

himself.
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18No one has ever seen God; the only (begotten)God, who is at 
the Father’s side (bosom), he has made him known.

John 14:6-11 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you 
had known me, you would have known my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to 
him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I 
say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the 
works themselves.

• If you want to see and know God, look to Jesus, specifically 
the grace and truth revealed through Him at the cross. 
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