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DADS, CAN GOD’S FIRE STILL FALL? 
I Kings 18: 17-40 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

A lady called the police department and screamed, “Sir, you’ve got to help me. We 

have a skunk in our basement. How can we get it out?” The police dispatcher 

calmly told her to take some bread crumbs and make a trail from her basement out 

to the back yard. Then leave the basement door open. A few hours later the lady 

called back and said, “Sir, I’m the lady who called about the skunk in my 

basement.” The dispatcher said, “Ma’am, you didn’t have to call back and thank 

me. I’m just glad I could help a citizen in need.” “That’s not why I called,” said the 

lady. “Now I have two skunks in my basement!” The lady found herself with more 

trouble than she started with. That is also what happened with the prophet Elijah, 

the man of God whom the Lord has led me to preach about this morning. Elijah 

had been God’s messenger to Ahab, the king of Israel and to his wife Jezebel. 

Because of their disobedience, a terrible drought was coming – no rain, no dew – 

upon the earth until he said so. This word of the Lord through Elijah didn’t cause 

Ahab to repent of idolatry. Rather, King Ahab blamed Elijah. He felt that killing 

Elijah would end his problems. Elijah then became Israel’s most wanted fugitive. 

From the time Elijah delivered God’s message to the king, until our text today, 

James 5: 17 says, was three and a half years.  

 

Finally the man Ahab hated and had been chasing was standing in front of him. It 

was going to be a mighty showdown. The three and a half years of drought was 

about to come to an end. Where had Elijah been hiding out? To start with, he spent 

the first part of the 3 and 1/2 years hiding at the Brook Cherith. God brought Elijah 

“meals on wings” morning and evening by ravens. It was an amazing “miracle 

time” until the brook dried up. Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah saying, 

“Go up north to Sidon to the city of Zarephath. I have commanded a widow to feed 

you there.” The rest of this awful time of drought was spent in Zarephath until the 

word of the Lord told Elijah, “Go show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon 

the earth.” On this Father’s Day, June 21, 2015, God the Holy Spirit has quickened 

my heart and mind to preach about a day of political correctness way back in 906 

BC. King Aha, you may remember, married a heathen, idolatrous woman named 

Jezebel to help him spread his idolatry and religious pluralism and apostasy 

throughout the land of Israel. The king and queen no longer believed in God and 

God alone. They had made Israel a nation of many gods, serving the Lord, Baal, 

Asherah, and many other idols. A showdown was necessary. God requires a 

choice. A choice is required between idols who cannot answer and the living God 

who speaks and saves. This choice is required of God’s people in every generation. 

- 
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II Kings 17:33 tells the story of Israel, as it remained for many centuries. In 678 

BC, the course of Israel 228 years after showdown time on Mt. Carmel was, “So 

they feared the Lord but also served their own gods after the manner of the nations 

from among whom they had been carried away (into exile).” The exile of the 

northern 10 tribes of Israel was in 722 BC. Ahab and Jezebel inaugurated 

idolatrous political correctness. They had all their bases covered. They had a plan 

to replace the God of Israel with Baal, Asherah and the idol gods of the Sidonians 

from which Jezebel came. But the king and queen were shrewd enough to know 

that they dare not aim to replace the God of Israel with Baal all at one time. So 

they built a house of worship for Baal and established his worship alongside the 

worship of the Lord God of Hosts. Since it became politically correct to be tolerant 

of many gods, including Jehovah, the Lord God of hosts, the king and queen 

induced the majority of Israel to follow their lead of covering all the bases by 

believing in all the gods. The worship of Baal must have a temple alongside the 

temple of the Lord. That was the picture in 906 B.C when Elijah faced Ahab.   

 

Today, men, dads, fathers, grandpas, great grandpas, especially you, I am 

addressing today. The message is for us all. God wants a showdown in our country 

as in Israel in Elijah’s day. He wants a showdown in our individual lives, in our 

husbanding, in our fathering, and in our leadership in our church, in our nation and 

in our homes. Dads, can God’s fire still fall? Let me share the biblical conditions 

that make it possible for God to send down His authenticating fire. Meeting 

these conditions does not obligate God, but it may well open the door to His 

revival fires. What are these four conditions? 

 

GOD WILL NOT SEND FIRE UNTIL WE ADMIT THAT TWO GODS IS 

ONE TOO MANY. (I.) Notice I Kings 18: 17-21. “When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab 

said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” And he answered, “I have not 

troubled Israel, but you have, and your father's house, because you have abandoned 

the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals. Now therefore send and 

gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 

prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.” So Ahab sent to all the people of 

Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. When all Israel 

gathered to Mt. Carmel with the 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah, Elijah came 

near to the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different 

opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the 

people did not answer him a word.” It was showdown time. Elijah had been given 

the word of the Lord and this hated prophet even called the shots with the king. v. 

21 and called for the showdown, saying, “How long will you halt and hesitate go 

limping between two opinions?” Beloved, no fire will fall on our lives, on our 

marriages, on our families, on our homes, on our church, and on our nation until 
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God alone has our heart. Now a clue as to how we know where our heart is, is 

found in imagining the double-minded worship of Israel covering all her bases, 

worshipping Baal and Jehovah. But when God sent fire from heaven, where were 

the people of Israel, v. 39? I read, “And when all the people saw it, they fell on 

their faces and said, “The Lord, He is God; the Lord, He is God.” Only single-

minded believers fall on their faces before God. Israel was not originally rejecting 

the Lord when they remained silent on Mt. Carmel, but they were not rejecting 

Baal either. Remember, an idol is anything that has our attention at the expense of 

our utter and complete devotion to God. Idols don’t have to be evil images that are 

grotesque, housed in darkened shrines.  

 

A showdown isn’t necessarily a crisis in faith. Faith can be in many gods. In fact, 

in our country today, many people have religious convictions. We as human beings 

are incurably religious for we were created with a God-shaped vacuum. There are a 

multiplicity of religions all around us today. They go by names like capitalism, 

socialism, nationalism, hedonism, egotism, materialism, and moralism, to name 

just a few- each of them has a religious attitude. The question isn’t whether we 

believe in God or not, but rather which of all the gods around us do we choose to 

place our faith in? Some of our modern-day idols take the form of money, 

possessions, power, pleasure, race, class, sex, nation, status, success, work, 

violence, religion, ideology, causes, and so on. Our modern-day corporations and 

institutions of commerce, the state and the branches of our government, the private 

and public bureaucracies, the various professions, the schools and universities, 

media and entertainment, and even our churches often worship idols. Simply put, 

idolatry originates in the human heart, in the decision to seek life and salvation 

apart from the only source of life in God Himself—in Jesus. Idols are "imposters 

of God." as one theologian has put it. Anything we place ultimate trust in- whether 

it be our jobs, our bank accounts, our government, television, our sensual 

pleasures, our flag and nation, drugs or alcohol, sports- anything we allow 

ourselves to become slaves to, that thing then becomes our idol. These idols are 

different from Elijah's day but the worship we give to idols in our lives, remains 

the same. Two Gods is one too many. God wants a showdown. We can’t have it 

both ways. Elijah called for a showdown in Israel. Two Gods is one too many. No 

fire will fall from heaven until we worship only the one true God, the Lord God of 

Hosts is enough and we fall on our faces before Him. Then the fire will fall. The 

second condition for God’s fire to fall---is: 

 

GOD WILL NOT SEND FIRE WHILE WE ARE HALTING, HESITATING 

AND LIMPING BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS. (II.) Go back with me to I 

Kings 18: 21-22. “And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will 

you go limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; 
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but if Baal, then follow him. Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left 

a prophet of the LORD, but Baal's prophets are 450 men.” Spiritual tolerance is in 

short, forgetting God. We hear folk say today? “Well, what do you think of Allah? 

We hear answers today like, “Allah is the same as God. Perhaps God likes being 

worshipped under another name pseudonym like Allah, Buddha, or another name. 

This awful “on the one hand, or on the other hand” kind of theology won’t bring a 

spark of fire from God, much less send down His holy fire. Wickedness had the 

right of way in Ahab’s kingdom. There were no depths to Israel’s sins of adultery, 

vileness, iniquity and licentiousness, into which Ahab and Jezebel led the nation to 

sink in. When they came into office, they ran the railroad. Baal worship, Asherah 

worship and hell were on the main line and Jehovah, Yahweh—the Lord God was 

on the sidetrack. The Israelites, in the face of their king and queen, had put their 

lives into neutral, which is a very common position to take when facing a 

challenge. They were limping and hesitating between God and Baal. One day they 

were at the Lord’s temple, and the next day at the temple for Baal. This image of 

halting or hesitating or limping comes from the Hebrew word pacach which means 

to hop on one leg, to dance or leap on one leg, to pass back and forth, halting 

between two opinions, and to skip over. This limping image is a powerful picture 

illustrating how participating in a mixture of worship leaves us weak spiritually. 

 

 Now it is true that there were true prophets of God hiding in caves by fifties, fed 

by men of God such as Obadiah, who served in Ahab’s court and brought them 

bread and water secretly where they hid in caves. Yes, there were godly men like 

Naboth who loved God and His inheritance, but Ahab had Naboth killed to get 

Naboth’s coveted vineyard. Yes, in all Israel, Elijah was yet to learn from God that 

there were 7,000 people in Israel who had not bowed the knee to worship Baal. 

Yet, that day on Mt. Carmel, Elijah was alone without any godly comrads. It was a 

showdown between the 450 false prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah 

and one lone true prophet of God. v. 22. And in between in the middle were the 

people of Israel, halting, hesitating, limping and remember, they had added Baal to 

the list of who they bowed to. Only one man that day had any divine fire left in 

him on Mt. Carmel. The rest of Israel were as weak as Samson after his hair was 

cut. They were weak-kneed and unwilling to make up their minds. The drought 

was due to their limping. What a stir Elijah’s call for a drought made! It started 

slowly, not too bad for a little while perhaps, but soon, every green blade of grass 

was history. No little springs or rivulets of water were left. The cattle and the 

beasts were gasping for breath, and dying of thirst. God knew how to use a famine 

to bring his nation to its knees, to bring idol worshippers to His showdown. 

rebellious people to His divine climax. The people of Israel that day had spiritual  

engines idling at a critical intersection. Their spiritual blood was coagulated; their 

spiritual arteries were hardened. Beloved, especially fathers, God is calling for a 
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decision, v. 21—“If the Lord is God, follow Him, but if Baal, then follow him.” 

And the people did not answer him a word.” Beloved, when we won’t speak up for 

God at work or at home or even at church, don’t expect to have God’s fire, His 

anointing and His power. We must get off the fence. When we speak up for God as 

Elijah did, it will make the Ahabs and Jezebels around us angry enough to spit fire. 

We may have threats made on our life. 

 

God demands that every person makes a choice. It is not until our choice is clear 

and all our idols are forsaken that we will be able to fall face down only before 

God—and it is not until then that God’s fire will fall. All Israel that day had not 

rejected Jehovah as God. They had just embraced Baal as God along with God. 

They didn’t reject the Lord God completely. They just had become polytheists, 

believing, as many in our area believe, that there are many gods. God and all other 

false gods are contradicting opinions that cannot be combined. You cannot yoke 

the roaring lion that seeks whom he may devour with the Lion of the Tribe of 

Judah. No man can serve two masters. God holds us responsible for how long it 

takes for us to make up our minds. Elijah states, v. 21, “How long will you halt or 

hesitate between two opinions—between two gods? I can hear them saying, “Give 

us more time. Let us see how the prophets of Baal do today, let us see if they get 

any answer calling for Baal. I ask us today as men of God, fathers. I ask us all, 

“How long will it take us to be sold out to Jesus? How long will it take us to decide 

to daily read our Bible and pray alone and to pray with our wife and children? How 

long, how long will it take for some of you to decide to receive Jesus? Each day 

you wait could make that decision come too late. There’s a third condition… 

 

GOD WILL NOT SEND FIRE UNTIL WE REPAIR HIS BROKEN DOWN 

ALTAR IN OUR LIFE. (III.) Notice vs. 23-35, “Let two bulls be given to us, and 

let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, 

but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put 

no fire to it. And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name 

of the LORD, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people 

answered, “It is well spoken.” Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose 

for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the 

name of your god, but put no fire to it.” And they took the bull that was given 

them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until 

noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. 

And they limped around the altar that they had made. And at noon Elijah mocked 

them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving 

himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” And 

they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, 

until the blood gushed out upon them. And as midday passed, they raved on until 
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the time of the offering of the oblation, (the evening sacrifice) but there was no 

voice. No one answered; no one paid attention. Then Elijah said to all the people, 

“Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar 

of the LORD that had been thrown down. Elijah took twelve stones, according to 

the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, 

saying, “Israel shall be your name,” and with the stones he built an altar in the 

name of the LORD. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain 

two seahs of seed—14 quarts. And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in 

pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it 

on the burnt offering and on the wood.” And he said, “Do it a second time.” And 

they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third 

time. And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water.  

 

What would happen if you dads would take the lead and say to your family, “Come 

near to me.” What if you would repair that broken down family altar or build it? 

What if you started faithfully reading your Bible and praying alone and with your 

family? What if you started being faithful in God’s house and started giving 

tithes—10% and offerings? What if you started leading your family in prayer 

before meals? Has even that fallen down in your home? This isn’t always easy to 

do. It won’t look instantly any different when we start to rebuild our broken down 

altars. The hills and plains around us won’t change before our eyes, with no rain or 

dew, they didn’t turn green when Elijah got down in the dust and repaired the 12 

stones, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. What were the people thinking as 

Elijah calculatedly did exactly what had to be done? God’s fire will not fall on 

broken down altars. We must repair what we have broken down or allowed the 

enemy to destroy. Some conditions need to be met before God can send His holy 

fire. God will not send harvest unless we will plant seed, and water and cultivate 

the new plants. It is a waste of breath to ask God to do what He first requires we 

must do. Don’t expect God’s fire to come down if you need to repair the altar of 

your covenant in marriage with your wife or husband. There is one last condition:  

 

GOD WILL NOT SEND FIRE UNTIL OUR HEARTS ARE AFLAME 

WITH COMPASSION AND CONCERN FOR THOSE WE LOVE AND 

THOSE WHO NEED TO KNOW WHO GOD REALLY IS. (IV.) Notice 

verses 36-40. “And at the time of the offering of the oblation, (evening) Elijah the 

prophet came near and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be 

known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I 

have done all these things at your word. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this 

people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts 

back.” Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the 

wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
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trench.  And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The 

LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God.” And Elijah said to them, “Seize the 

prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah 

brought them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there.” Elijah was 

jealous for God’s name that no one would mistake to whom he was praying. He 

was zealous that it would be known this one and only God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Israel was God. He was zealous that everyone would know the power of obedience 

to every little detail of God’s word—as he followed every detail by pouring water 

on the wood and the ox that was cut in pieces on the altar. Elijah obeyed in every 

little detail at God’s command and prompting. And Elijah knew he didn’t need to 

throw open His hands and command fire down. He didn’t need to do one thing 

more than God said and he must not do one thing less. When Elijah had obeyed 

every command and every prompting of the Lord, there was no signal from him. 

God’s fire fell. Verse 38 is awesome. “Then the fire of the Lord fell—when? (1) 

Not until Elijah made it clear that two gods was one too many (2) Not until the 

peoples’ halting between two opinions was challenged by Elijah (3) Not until 

God’s broken down altar was repaired by Elijah and (4) Not until Elijah’s heart 

was aflame with compassion and concern for his people to know who God really 

was. Personalize this, beloved! “Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the 

burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water 

that was in the trench. And v. 39 when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces 

and said, twice- “The Lord, He is God!’ Amen! 

  

 
 


