
A THEOLOGICAL VISION FOR OUR CHURCH

1 Corinthians 13.8–13



A HISTORY CENTERED ON CHRIST



PRAISE TO OUR NEVER-FAILING SHEPHERD

We have prayed, 

“Kyrie Eleison—Lord, have mercy!” 

and the God of mercy has answered!



PRAISE TO OUR NEVER-FAILING SHEPHERD

The Lord committed Himself to be 

Our Never-Failing Shepherd 

and He has kept His promise!



PRAISE TO OUR NEVER-FAILING SHEPHERD

Jesus condescended to become 

Our Servant King 

and by His grace and for His glory 

we will follow Him!



HERE’S THE QUESTION WE MUST ADDRESS

Where is Our Servant King leading us?



WHERE IS OUR SERVANT KING LEADING US?

• Many good deeds to which we could devote 
ourselves 

• Many good churches whose theology & 
practice of ministry are exemplary



WHERE IS OUR SERVANT KING LEADING US?

• But where is the Servant King leading our 
church—the First Baptist Church in the City of 
New York? 

• What we commit ourselves to is limited by: 
– Our theology!
– Our vision!
– Our resources



1 CORINTHIANS 13.8–13

8 Love never fails. But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 

knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 

completeness comes, what is in part disappears.



1 CORINTHIANS 13.8–13

11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When 

I became a man, I put the ways of childhood 
behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as 
in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I 

am fully known. 



1 CORINTHIANS 13.8–13

13 And now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. 

But the greatest of these is love. 

• An oft-used triad 
– Romans 5.1–5, 1Thessalonians 1.3, Hebrews 6.10–12



1 CORINTHIANS 13.8–13

13 And now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. 

But the greatest of these is love. 

• The tension between the already & the not yet 

• All three spring from gospel



1 CORINTHIANS 13.8–13



1 CORINTHIANS 13.8–13

13 And now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. 

But the greatest of these is love. 

• Summarize what God is making us to be 

• Direct us to what God is calling us to do



FAITH

an evangelical community 

• Sound doctrine 
• Personal reliance 
• Confident expectation



HOPE

a missional community 

• Gospel proclamation 
• Generous justice 
• Nobility of work



LOVE

a countercultural community 

• Life of worship 
• Gospel friendships 
• Soul care





WHERE DO WE START?

Our Sunday Gatherings



WHAT I’M ASKING YOU TO DO

• Serve on at least two teams 
– Not every team every week!
– Not some team every week!
– But on the schedule to serve with at least two teams!

• Use response card to indicate interest



WHERE WE’RE GOING NEXT

• Weekday Service Teams 

• Our vision for worship 
– Next Sunday!

• Our vision for children’s discipleship 
– Two weeks



1 CORINTHIANS 13.12–13
12 For now we see only a reflection 

as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. 

Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, 

even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: 

faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love.


