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Ezra 4:1–5 

1  Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the descendants of the 

captivity were building the temple of the LORD God of Israel,  

2  they came to Zerubbabel and the heads of the fathers’ houses, and said to them, “Let 

us build with you, for we seek your God as you do; and we have sacrificed to Him 

since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here.”  

3  But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the fathers’ houses of Israel 

said to them, “You may do nothing with us to build a house for our God; but we alone 

will build to the LORD God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded 

us.”  

4  Then the people of the land tried to discourage the people of Judah. They troubled 

them in building,  

5  and hired counselors against them to frustrate their purpose all the days of Cyrus king 

of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

 
In His Time 

Ezra 4 

 
INTRO: 
 

Last time we were here we watched as the remnant returned to the land and then started 
the process of returning to the LORD God of Israel. The foundation is laid and now they try to 
begin building the Temple. Surely, they are doing God’s will yet there is serious opposition. 
Who are the opponents and why is this process so difficult? We will find out as we explore our 
text. There are three lessons we need to learn in this chapter. 
     I. Lesson One: Some would compromise (v.1-5) 
   II. Lesson Two: many will oppose (v.6-23) 
III. Lesson Three: God will do His Will in His Time. (v.24) 
 
I. Lesson One: Some would compromise (v.1-5) 
 

A. Although the building of the Temple in Jerusalem was started with great energy, it did 
not get very far. Immediately, trouble arose from the inhabitants of the land. These were 
people moved in by the Assyrians while a large part of the Jewish population was carried 
away into captivity. 
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B. From our text we learn several things about this group. First, they were not a group who 
genuinely wanted to help the people of God to rebuild their Temple. We know this because 
they were first described as “adversaries.”  Verse 1 and 2 record,  

“Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the descendants 
of the captivity were building the temple of the LORD God of Israel, they came to 
Zerubbabel and the heads of the fathers’ houses.”  

Their ultimate goal was not to help but to hinder the work. They were enemies of what 
Israel was trying to do.  

 
C. Second, although they offered sacrifices to Israel’s God, they did not offer sacrifices to 
Him alone. They added Him to their God shelf and did not distinguish between the one true 
and living God and other false gods. God is interested in our serving Him alone. Serving the 
true God along with others is to not serve God at all. It is not the way to blessing, but the 
assurance of judgment. Moses underlined this truth in Deuteronomy 13:3. 

“You shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for 
the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul.” 

 
D. As confrontive as this language sounds to us, Zerubbabel’s response was very careful. He 
simply pointed out that Cyrus, the emperor Cyrus had authorized only the Jews to rebuild 
the Temple. This answer did not satisfy the adversaries. They went to great lengths (even to 
bribery) to stop the Jews. This reveals the heart of this group. They never wanted to see 
God’s work blessed. They sought rather to destroy it. When they were denied the ability to 
attack it from the inside, they resorted to violence and deceit from without. And the work 
was stopped for fifteen years. 
 
E. When the work of God prospers, some try to hinder it by compromising the work. They 
claim to believe what they do not believe and attack from the inside. For these folks we 
need to be on our guard. 
 

II. Lesson Two: Many Will Oppose (v.6-23) 
 

A. Verses 6-23 appear to be a parentheses giving us a picture that opposition did not end 
when the Temple was finished. The trouble continued for these folks who sought to obey 
God even through the time of Nehemiah. The kings mentioned, Ahasuerus and Artaxerxes 
reigned after Darius I, when the Temple was completed. 
 
B. We sometimes fear because the world does not seem to be with us. We forget, that the 
work that God does, He often does in the midst of heavy opposition. Do not forget the 
miracles that God did just to get Israel to the Land of Promise. He would sustain them 
without walls or Temple for a long time. Although many oppose the work of God it cannot 
be stifled. Think about Daniel in the hostile land of Babylon.  

Daniel 2:20–22  “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and 
might are His. And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings 
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and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who 
have understanding. He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the 
darkness, and light dwells with Him.” 

Reminding ourselves that God is the blessed controller of all things, helps us get through. 
When opposition comes we must look to God and remember His promises and not just 
fixate on the opponents and their tactics. 
 

III. Lesson Three: God will do His Will in His Time. (v.24) 
 
Ezra 4:24  “Thus the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem ceased, and 
it was discontinued until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.” 

 
A. Why did our Sovereign God allow Israel to cease work on His Temple for fifteen years? He 
did that because it was not time to build the Temple yet. Do you remember the statement 
in Ezra 1?  

Ezra 1:1  “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 
and also put it in writing.” 

 
B. The timetable for God’s work in restoration was recorded in Jeremiah. The scholars all 
comment on this in Ezra 1 because the return happens before seventy years had elapsed. 
While the return was right on time. God had some lessons to teach His people before He 
would let the Temple and then the walls be rebuilt. We mentioned Daniel before. Daniel 
also wrote about Jeremiah’s prophecy. 

Daniel 9:1-2  “In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of 
the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans— in the first 
year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years 
specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would 
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.”  

When Daniel calculated God’s timetable from Jeremiah’s writing, he realized would be in 
Darius’ first year. Daniel responded by pleading with God and praying that He would keep 
His word (which Daniel knew He would keep it) and end the exile in Babylon. Isn’t it 
fascinating that God moved Haggai, Zechariah, Zerubbabel, and Joshua the High priest to 
start rebuilding the Temple again in the second year of Darius? 

 
This has a major application for us in our prayers. When we pray many times God’s answer 
is yes. Sometimes His answer is no. Sometimes His answer is wait because the time is not 
right according to His plan. God is never in a hurray and He is never late. 
 

Hymn  #465   In His Time 


