
1920a - The RACE to HEAVEN - Heb 12:1,2 
PRELIMS. Our text speaks of a race that runs right into the presence 
of God, where Christ is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Our text also tells us that just as a runner fixes his eye on the 
finishing line, so we, if we are to run this race, must fix our eyes on 
Jesus X! Paul spoke of this race when he wrote Tim near the end of 
his life: I have finished  the race, I have kept the faith [2Tim 4:7]. 
Other parts of the Bible call this race, a ‘Way’. It is the way to the 
tree of life + the Way of the Lord + the way of wisdom + the way of 
truth + the way of righteousness + the way of His saints! Xn Way! 
The Bible also tells us we have 'all gone out of that way' and we 
have 'gone astray'! Now Jesus Christ said He is the Way the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me (John 
14:6). The Bible calls the Christian life, ‘a Way/Path/Race’! Now, all 
of us are on a path and road to somewhere. It is vitally important 
that we are in this race, for there is no other path that leads to heaven. 
Maybe you are not in this race/path tonight - well if so, you are very, 
very welcome to come and run in this race - and so I want to point 
out some important things about this race. 
ENTERING the RACE 
The entry into this race is different from all other big competitive 
races - because you do not need to qualify to enter! In the Olympics, 
World Cup, The Open, Wimbledon, you need to reach a certain 
standard before you can enter! These big competitions only accept 
the very best - not so this race! You can be the worst runner in the 
world! The One qualification: you must be bad, wicked, sinful! You 
must belong to Adam's sinful race! You must be a sinner. You must 
have broken God's holy law! You must be a human being with faults!  
Anyone can enter this race to heaven. It does not matter what you 
have done in the past - or what kind of person you are like now! It 
doesn't matter how often you have lied, or sworn, or got drunk, or 
being immoral or cheated, or killed! God told Jeremiah to appeal to 
the Israelites to return despite the fact that My people have forgotten 
Me days without number (Jer 2:32) Yes, you could have hated God 
all your life and yet you are eligible to come and enter this race! 



You can join the race at any age! You can be young or old! Very old 
- it does not matter! As long as you want to run! It is an 'Open' 
Tournament - not as in Badminton 'Restricted' Tournament! Anyone 
from anywhere, any colour or country or culture! 
Yes, open to whosoever will...let him take the water of life freely! No 
coercing - you must come willingly and freely. It is a free choice! 
You mustn't come against your will. But oh, be assured you are very 
very welcome! You have no idea how welcome you are to run in this 
race. Jesus will be so happy to see you run in this race, no matter 
how poorly you run! As long as you keep running making progress! 
A DIFFERENT RACE 
It is not the first over the line! Every competitor wins - as long as 
they finish the course! In fact, as Jesus said many that are first shall 
be last! Meaning that those who are first, foremost, in this life, those 
who are popular and winners in this life, won't make it because they 
never even entered this race! It is not speed that is important he that 
believes shall not make haste (must count the cost)! Its direction 
that is important - it is where you are going that counts! 
It is not 100 metres - more like the marathon! You see, anyone can 
run for a while! They for a season rejoiced in that light! But they did 
not stick it out! Many went back and walked no more with Jesus! 
This race is for life! You do not finish until you die! 
It begins at conversion! As a train facing the wrong direction at a 
station, needs to go to the turn-table, so conversion is the turn 
about point from the world to God through Jesus Christ! But it only 
begins then. Like joining the Army, 'signing on' is the start! You are 
just beginning to learn! A soldier has to train how to handle guns. It 
takes time to mature Christian character1 
Each runner has a different course to run! This something we just 
have to accept! Some do have a easier course than others! Just look 
around the church and see the different courses some Xns have to 
run! Some Xns have very very hard courses to run! The important 
thing for you/I is that we run...the race that is set before us (1c)! We 
all may want to run someone else's course - it looks so  much easier 



than our own! But God has a reason for setting before you the 
course He has set before you! God is calling you to run your course, 
with your health, your job, your salary, your wife your children, your 
problems! You cannot run someone else's course!   *Only Jesus ran 
someone else's course!! He had to run the race that was 'set before 
Him' - a race filled with obstacles other people threw in the way! In 
fact, no one could run the race He was to run! He run it for them! 
HANDICAPS 
Internal. A sinful nature! Thats a big problem! It runs counter to the 
whole object of the race! A runner has to run with any physical 
handicaps and health problems he has. So you/I must run each day 
with our fallen human natures! A runner may have a migraine on 
the day of the race! He has to run with it! A Xn may find a 
reluctance, an unwillingness to perform a duty he must perform - so 
he must ‘pull himself together’ and carry out his duty. He must pray, 
worship, read God's Word, assist an ill person, give to God's Cause 
even although his sinful/sluggish/selfish, greedy nature is crying out 
‘Dont bother’. Our sinful natures is a great handicap in serving X! 
Our ignorance is another handicap! We don't know what tomorrow 
may bring! We do not know the future. If we only knew the future 
how easier some decisions would be! But we don't! We have to walk 
by faith, not by sight! We need to trust our Master who lay down His 
life for us! But in running the race, we’ve nothing to fear from Him! 
A lack of self-discipline is an internal handicap - the personal 
struggle to say 'No' to sin and temptation! Thus let us lay aside 
every weight and sin which clings so closely! We must deliberately 
lay aside those things we know to be wrong! There are some things 
which hinder some runners but is a help to others! Running shoes 
helps almost all runners - but not for Zola Budd! So, drink may be 
strengthening for some, but for others it may cause them to stumble! 
Each person's must discipline themselves appropriately. 
External. Like 'obstacle' race in school - objects outside of 
ourselves! Our great enemy, Satan goes about seeking who he may 
devour! He is fully employed looking for opportunities to trip up 
God's people! There are distractions by the wayside! Marlene at 



school races stopped to wave to us! Distracted by other people's 
problems! We can sort out other's but not ourselves! They made me 
keeper of the vineyard, but my own vineyard I have not kept! 
Discouragements from outside can be a great handicap! Other 
people, younger people, may be making more progress than you!  
We must never forget the goal - to become more and more like Jesus 
Christ and to finish the course! We must be conformed to the image 
of His Son! Keeping our eye on Jesus - He is our prime example! 
We must run with endurance We must never give up! Paul had to 
struggle - But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward (stretch) to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Phil 
3:13,14). X is not only the Founder but the perfector of our faith [2] 
There should be progress! Not going round in circles! We do get 
nearer the kingdom! Something wrong if we are as moody as ever; 
as jealous as ever; as peeved as ever; as selfish as ever; as proud/
vain as ever; as discontented as ever! Even after 20 years as a Xn? 
Maturing is not just getting older! It is getting wiser! Nothing to do 
with age! Some young people are more mature than old people! 
ENCOURAGEMENTS 
Think of your identity! Who are you? If you are in this race you are 
part of, and identified with, who…? the great...cloud of witnesses 
with Noah,  Abram, Moses, Gideon, Jephthah, David, etc, etc, etc! 
They are your friends - and they are cheering you on as you come 
up to the finishing line! They're surrounding you as you persevere to 
the end! You belong to the same team as the greatest Xns in Biblical 
history **The  joy that was set before Jesus on the Cross, is the same 
joy that you and I will have when we finish the course! Apostle Peter 
said the joy was inexpressible and filled with glory! In the Olympics 
if you fall and go over the track lines - you are disqualified!! In this 
Heavenly Race, if you fall - and you will fall and go over the track 
lines - you pick yourself up, confess/repent of your sin to God, get 
back on track and carry on running! Finishing the race in faith in 
Jesus is what is important - its not a rat race!


