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Isaiah 40:1-11 (ESV) 

Comfort for God’s People 
40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  
     2     Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  

and cry to her  
          that her warfare is ended,  

that her iniquity is pardoned,  
          that she has received from the LORD’s hand  

double for all her sins.  

     3     A voice cries:  
          “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;  

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
     4     Every valley shall be lifted up,  

and every mountain and hill be made low;  
          the uneven ground shall become level,  

and the rough places a plain.  
     5     And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,  

and all flesh shall see it together,  
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  

The Word of God Stands Forever 
     6     A voice says, “Cry!”  

And I said, “What shall I cry?”  
          All flesh is grass,  

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.  
     7     The grass withers, the flower fades  

when the breath of the LORD blows on it;  
surely the people are grass.  

     8     The grass withers, the flower fades,  
but the word of our God will stand forever.  
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The Greatness of God 
     9     Get you up to a high mountain,  

O Zion, herald of good news;  
          lift up your voice with strength,  

O Jerusalem, herald of good news;  
lift it up, fear not;  

          say to the cities of Judah,  
“Behold your God!”  

     10     Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,  
and his arm rules for him;  

          behold, his reward is with him,  
and his recompense before him.  

     11     He will tend his flock like a shepherd;  
he will gather the lambs in his arms;  

          he will carry them in his bosom,  
and gently lead those that are with young.  

 
Our text begins with the command, "Comfort my people" which is to say, "Speak 

tenderly to Jerusalem." These two statements comprise a typical structure of Hebrew 
poetry known as parallelism. The command "comfort" is therefore the command "speak 
tenderly," and the objects of the command are "my people" or "Jerusalem." It is interesting 
that God refers to these objects of his command as "my people." Indeed it is more than 
interesting; it is truly amazing that God would single out a relatively small group of people 
for such a wonderful grace as comfort when no one in the world of mankind deserves it. 
The whole world belongs to God who created it, and as well the heavens and all that is in 
them. But he places his loving comfort on a certain number whom he designates as, "my 
people." While mankind in general is passed by as being simply nations, God says of 
these who are to be comforted, "my people."  

Speaking of the stupidity of idol worship, 

Jeremiah 10:16 (ESV) 
     16     Not like these is he who is the portion of Jacob,  

for he is the one who formed all things,  
          and Israel is the tribe of his inheritance;  

the LORD of hosts is his name.  
 

In some sense therefore the people whom God singles out for grace are his portion 
and his inheritance. All the nations upon earth are his.  To God the islands of the earth 
are a very little thing and the whole world is in his power, yet his people whom he chose 
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from before the foundation of the earth are favored more than any others. God has set his 
heart upon them and he has loved them with an everlasting love. These he calls, "my 
people." If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead; if you enjoy that special relationship that entitles you to 
call God Father; if you delight in the things of the Lord; if you can by simple faith lay hold 
of Jesus and say, "My Christ, my Messiah," then you must know that God has special 
saving love for you. He calls you, "My people." And God is not only concerned for your 
soul but for your comfort. He does not say, "Strengthen my people," nor does he say to 
his angels, "Protect my people." He does these things for us and much more, blessing us 
with every spiritual blessing from the heavenly places, but here he says, "Comfort, 
comfort, my people." 

Let us recall that this is a command not a passive state of being. God says, "comfort" 
not "be comforted." Who then is to carry out this command to comfort? Who is to speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem? Is God commanding the Holy Spirit to comfort the saints? This is 
of course the work God's Spirit as Jesus told his disciples,  

John 15:26 (ESV) 

26 “But when the Helper (Comforter) comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.  

John 16:13-15 (ESV) 

13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not 
speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to 
you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 

The Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God and this is 
no small comfort to us. But I think that other ministers of God are in view here in our text. 
Angels are said to comfort the church and so the command is addressed to them. We 
often hear that the devil is attacking us and God's people appear to have no problem 
acknowledging his existence and his work to disrupt and destroy the church if he could. 
But the other side of this issue of the spirit world is the ministry and work of guardian 
angels. The psalmist wrote, 

Psalm 34:4-7 (ESV) 

     4     I sought the LORD, and he answered me  
and delivered me from all my fears.  
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     5     Those who look to him are radiant,  
and their faces shall never be ashamed.  

     6     This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him  
and saved him out of all his troubles.  

     7     The angel of the LORD encamps  
around those who fear him, and delivers them.  

 
Psalm 91:11-12 (ESV) 

     11     For he will command his angels concerning you  
to guard you in all your ways.  

     12     On their hands they will bear you up,  
lest you strike your foot against a stone.  

 
It is certainly true that angels minister the comfort of God's grace to us by guarding 

and keeping us from falling headlong even as they ministered to Christ after Satan's 
temptation in the wilderness. But the society in which we live generally thinks of angels 
as they would fairies or some other mythical being. The poet Milton said, “Millions of 
spiritual creatures walk this earth both when we sleep and when we wake.” But angels 
are real heavenly beings and they among others comfort the people of God. To those who 
are not the people of God they are messengers of death and judgment even as the angel 
of death slew the first born of Egypt. To the unbelieving world they bring death but to the 
elect, comfort. 

Comfort and tender words are also ministered to the people of God by faithful 
preachers of God's word. When the whole counsel of God is preached and taught the 
elect are comforted. What comfort is given to the children of God if they might fall away 
and although they are redeemed they are lost. Though they were effectively called by the 
Holy Spirit they slide back into hell. How is it possible to comfort the people of God if they 
are saved one day and lost the next? How can the Arminian comfort himself and light a 
fire, as it were, to warm his own heart? He says on the one hand that Yahweh covenanted 
to be his God but on the other hand he can break the covenant and die in his sin. But it is 
a weak covenant indeed that God is incapable of securing! If his nearness to God depends 
on his own good thoughts and good actions and even some grace and faith of his own, 
how can the Arminian be comforted? He does not remember that his nearness to God 
depends on an attraction that proceeds from God himself. Must we then believe that 
branches can attach themselves to the vine? However, our text informs us that our comfort 
comes from a source outside ourselves. It is not, "be comforted," as if to say "muster up 
your courage," or "get your head together." But it is, "comfort, comfort, my people." It is a 
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command for God's angels or faithful pastors to minister the comfort of the gospel to his 
people.  

As Spurgeon puts it, "It is our duty to reprove, to exhort, to invite, but it is equally our 
duty to console. The minister should ask of God the Spirit that he may be filled with his 
influence as a comforter, that when he ascends his pulpit on the Sabbath morning, his 
poor hard working people, who have been toiling, fretting with care and anxiety all the 
week, may say, 'Here comes our minister; he is sure to have his mouth filled with good 
things; as soon as he opens his lips he will utter some great and glorious promise from 
God’s Word.’" But all too often the minister is not faithful to the word of God and his people 
are not fed and comforted. All too often people find their comfort in the programs of the 
church or they come to the church for the beauty of its architecture and the magnificent 
music and chorales but they take little comfort from the word of God. The good seed of 
the word of God falls among thorns and the word of God is choked out in their lives and 
soon they find it to be irrelevant and useless, Then when trials and afflictions come along 
as they surely must, they fall away into bitterness against God.  

Isaiah himself is one who comforts Israel with the great promises of God and as he 
ministers the word of God to his people they are comforted. Where else would we find a 
record of the tender love of God for his people? Jerusalem is comforted because her 
iniquity is pardoned. She is comforted by the word of God that stands forever and she is 
comforted by Adonai YAHWEH (Jesus) who tends his flock like a shepherd. 

Why do the people of God need to be comforted? In the chapters just before our text 
we find the encounter of Hezekiah with the Assyrian army of Sennacherib. It was an army 
exceeding 185,000 soldiers in strength. This formidable force surrounded Jerusalem and 
other cities in Judah and enclosed Hezekiah with less than 2000 men to carry on war. On 
top of that, the Assyrian Rabshakeh or military war counselor leveled fearsome taunts at 
Hezekiah and his men so much so that his only hope was in Yahweh God. God heard his 
fervent prayers and sent his angel to strike down 185,000 soldiers and the rest of the army 
returned to Assyria and Sennacherib to Nineveh. Then Hezekiah was struck with a 
sickness that brought him to the point of death. Again he cried out to God for mercy and 
God granted him fifteen more years of life. After he had been sick and recovered, 
Hezekiah wrote, 

Isaiah 38:16-20 (ESV) 

     16     O Lord, by these things men live,  
and in all these is the life of my spirit.  
Oh restore me to health and make me live!  

     17     Behold, it was for my welfare  
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that I had great bitterness;  
          but in love you have delivered my life  

from the pit of destruction,  
          for you have cast all my sins  

behind your back.  
     18     For Sheol does not thank you;  

death does not praise you;  
          those who go down to the pit do not hope  

for your faithfulness.  
     19     The living, the living, he thanks you,  

as I do this day;  
          the father makes known to the children  

your faithfulness.  

     20     The LORD will save me,  
and we will play my music on stringed instruments  

          all the days of our lives,  
at the house of the LORD.  

 
The life of Hezekiah was typical of our own with periods of great blessedness and 

periods of sin and loss of fellowship with God. Near the end of his life Hezekiah was visited 
by Merodach-baladan the king of Babylon to whom the grandeur of the temple and 
Jerusalem was foolishly revealed. Therefore Isaiah delivered the word of the Lord to 
Hezekiah saying, 

Isaiah 39:6-7 (ESV) 

6 Behold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your 
fathers have stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says 
the Lord. 7 And some of your own sons, who will come from you, whom you will father, 
shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.”  

The sins of Israel were very great indeed with not a single king who was godly, and 
God punished them with captivity during the days of Hezekiah. Because he walked before 
God in faithfulness and with a whole heart and had done what was good in the sight of 
God Hezekiah argued that God should heal him. God was pleased to hear his prayer and 
add fifteen years to his life, but in the end he too died and slept with his fathers. It was not 
his physical condition that brought comfort to Hezekiah but the condition of his soul before 
God. Like Israel before them, Judah was taken into captivity for her sins. How they needed 
the comfort of the gospel. How they needed God to send one who would be their comfort 
and their stay. They needed to be pardoned for their iniquities. They needed Jesus the 
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Messiah to come with might and gather to himself his people as his recompense and 
reward. My friends, this is your great need and mine as well. Our bodies are mere tents 
for the soul. Paul writes, speaking of our body: 

2 Corinthians 5:1-7 (ESV) 

For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent 
we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not 
be found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we sigh, being burdened––not that we 
would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given 
us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.  

The basis for our comfort is the pardon of our iniquities through the blood of Christ. 
Our bodies will die and rot in the grave, and all our concern about the condition of our 
bodies will profit little. Of course we want to be well and live in peace and there is nothing 
wrong with that, but will we shed bitter tears when we come to the prospect of our death 
as Hezekiah did? Our only comfort in life and death is that we belong to Jesus Christ. 
Genuine comfort calms us down and brings about peace of mind. It is a spiritual problem 
to worry and become despondent because our lives are in some sort of crisis. When 
sickness or monetary need afflicts us we instinctively look for comfort. 

Many give the impression that they are happy with their lot in life and unconcerned 
about the future and what it holds so there is no need for comfort but the inevitable crisis 
comes to us all. It is then that we understand that, 

Isaiah 40:6-8 (ESV) 

The Word of God Stands Forever 
     6     A voice says, “Cry!”  

And I said, “What shall I cry?”  
          All flesh is grass,  

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.  
     7     The grass withers, the flower fades  

when the breath of the LORD blows on it;  
surely the people are grass.  

     8     The grass withers, the flower fades,  
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but the word of our God will stand forever.  
 

What is comfort? Ursinus, the drafter of the Heidelberg Catechism, says that comfort 
is actually a counterbalance. His viewpoint in this regard boils down to this:  

When grief and sorrow enter your life, but contrarily, something beautiful and good 
can be found which is bigger than the grief and sorrow which are experienced and which 
overshadows it, then one finds comfort. 

As we have seen, sin is the reason why a person has a need for comfort. Before the 
fall of man, man had no need for comfort because he lived in an intimate, undisturbed 
communion with God who is the only source of true happiness and joy. When Adam 
sinned, all the pain, suffering, tears and death of our life on earth entered the world. 
Therefore we need to find true comfort. 

We find no comfort from the empty words of the unbelieving world around us. The 
world of unbelief around us is morally bankrupt and their advice and humanistic counsel 
only leads to more anguish and pain. But God comforts by pardoning the sin, which is the 
cause of man’s suffering, sorrow and need for comfort.  

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 (ESV) 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. 5 For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ 
we share abundantly in comfort too. 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and 
salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you 
patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for 
we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 

How do we obtain true comfort? The health and wealth gospel taught by so many in 
our world today brings no true comfort. The people of God find their comfort in the word 
of God, in the pardon of their iniquity and the tender care of the good shepherd. We must 
believe the great promises of God. Has not the mouth of Yahweh spoken it? Are we to 
shake our fist in the face of God and dare to say why do you permit the pain and misery 
of my life? The word of God abides forever! The Messiah has come. 

Isaiah 40:11 (ESV) 
     11     He will tend his flock like a shepherd;  

he will gather the lambs in his arms;  
          he will carry them in his bosom,  
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and gently lead those that are with young.  
 

Is this not true? Cannot our God and creator provide for us? He who shepherds us 
sees to it that all things work together for our good. If God wants us to lay down our lives 
for the sake of Christ will we not do it? Will we not be faithful unto death and receive the 
crown of life? 

Isaiah 40:1-2 (ESV) 

Comfort for God’s People 
40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  
     2     Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  

and cry to her  
          that her warfare is ended,  

that her iniquity is pardoned,  
          that she has received from the LORD’s hand  

double for all her sins.  
 

 

 

   


