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 We are coming to the end of Romans 12 today.  This is a 

wonderful chapter of Scripture, and I hope we’ve learned a lot 

from it.  The chapter began with that great appeal that we must 

present our bodies as living sacrifices, that we must not be 

conformed to the world but transformed by the renewal of our 

minds, that by testing we may discern what is the will of God, 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 The chapter concludes, as we’ll see this morning, with the 

exhortation to not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil with 

good.  There has been instruction in this chapter about humility 

and unity and diverse spiritual gifts and genuine love.  Last week 

as we were studying verses 14-16 I summarized those verses under 

the theme of “Seeing the World through the Eyes of Another.”  

That is an important practice in exercising genuine love.  We need 

to be able to put ourselves in someone else’s shoes, to see the 

world from their perspective.  And with God’s help we will be able 

to give much grace to others, even as God has given so much grace 

to us.  By God’s grace we’ll even be able to obey the outlandish 

command of verse 14 to bless those who persecute you.   

 Today we’ll study verses 17-21.  You can notice the 

connection between verse 17 and 21, like bookends.  This passage 

starts with the command to repay no one evil for evil, and it ends 

with the command to overcome evil with good.  I’ll talk about 

three ways that we are to overcome evil with good.  First, with 

peace.  Second, with patience.  And third, with compassion. 

 How are we to overcome evil with good?  There is a lot of 

evil in our world.  There are a lot of wicked things that happen.  

We hear of these things in the news, we listen to stories from 

friends and acquaintances of the wrongs that have been done 

against them.  And we have our own stories as well.   

 One very despicable evil that has plagued our world 

throughout the ages is slavery.  What might it look like for a slave 

to obey these commands?  How might a slave bless his master and 

refrain from paying back evil for evil? 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, in her book Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 

portrays this in a very moving way.  Toward the end of the book 

we read of the relationship between the slave Uncle Tom, and his 

very cruel master, Simon Legree.  Legree is a wicked man who 
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suffers from the emptiness and destruction of his own vices.  His 

superstitious thinking fuels his fear, and he is haunted by the many 

evils he has done.  Tom, on the other hand, in spite of the abuse he 

endures, experiences the freedom of knowing that Christ is his 

Savior and will one day take him home to heaven.        

 Legree hated Tom for this.  The more Tom showed 

kindness to Legree and others, the more Legree seethed with anger 

toward Tom.  It was like Tom was heaping burning coals on 

Legree’s head.  One evening Legree yelled harshly to Tom to stop 

singing his hymns and get to bed.  Tom cheerfully obeyed, which 

made Legree so angry that he lashed out with blows.  “Tom stood 

perfectly submissive; and yet Legree could not hide from himself 

that his power over his [slave] was somehow gone. . . .  He 

understood full well that it was God who was standing between 

him and his victim, and he blasphemed him.”
1
     

 Then, later, when Legree is threatening to kill Tom, he says 

to him, “I’ll conquer ye, or kill ye!—one or t’ other.  I’ll count 

every drop of blood there is in you, and take ‘em, one by one, till 

ye give up!”  And here’s where we see Tom overcoming evil with 

good.  Tom looked up to his master, and answered, “Mas’r, if you 

was sick, or in trouble, or dying, and I could save ye, I’d give ye 

my heart’s blood; and, if taking every drop of blood in this poor 

old body would save your precious soul, I’d give ‘em freely, as the 

Lord gave his for me.  O, Mas’r! don’t bring this great sin on your 

soul!  It will hurt you more than ‘t will me!  Do the worst you can, 

my troubles’ll be over soon; but, if ye don’t repent, yours won’t 

never end!”
2
 

 Do you see what’s going on there?  Legree is miserable in 

his hatred and corruption.  In that sad condition Legree would have 

wanted to see Uncle Tom retaliate, to get angry and fight back.  

But that’s exactly what Tom would not do.  And it infuriated 

Legree.  Tom showed the love of Christ to his enemy.  He blessed 

the one who was persecuting him.  He did not avenge himself but 

left the matter in the hands of God.  He left it to the wrath of God, 

if that’s what it would be.  In so doing, good triumphed over evil.  

Legree was certainly not the victor, even though he possessed the 

power over Tom’s earthly existence.  It was up to Legree whether 

Tom would live or die.  But Tom was the one who possessed the 

power of the Gospel, and therefore he had an unshakable hope for 

the future.  He didn’t have to fear man, because he feared God.   

                                                           
1
 Chapter 38. Page 417-8 in Nelson Doubleday edition. 

2
 Chapter 40. Page 436. 
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 What a compelling story of how good can overcome evil.  

Of course, that doesn’t mean that there’s a happy ending for Tom, 

at least not in this life.  But we see the triumph of good.  Even 

though Tom was in the midst of such wickedness and was on the 

receiving end of so much abuse and provocation, he did not 

ultimately sink down to the level of his master.    

 I begin with an example like that as a way of applying these 

principles from the more severe situations to the less severe.  I 

assume that few, if any, of us here this morning have been in the 

bonds of slavery.  Maybe some of you have—unfortunately, 

slavery is not a thing of the past.  Or maybe you’re in an abusive 

relationship where your safety is at risk.  Or maybe there are some 

who will hear this sermon who are in parts of the world where 

people are harshly persecuted for their faith.  These verses 

certainly apply in those kinds of circumstances.  (Although, hear 

me out in this sermon, because non-retaliation is not the same as 

being a doormat.  If your safety is in jeopardy—I’m thinking here 

of an abusive relationship—then it is perfectly legitimate and good 

and necessary to defend your rights and appeal to the authorities.  

I’ll say more about this later.) 

 But I started with a more severe example because I suspect 

that for most of us, the persecution, the evil that is done against us, 

is on a different level.  And if we can think about Uncle Tom 

speaking with such compassion toward his wicked slave master, 

that should inspire us to show similar compassion in the many 

lesser ways that we experience injustice.  If someone cuts you off 

in traffic, or gets in front of you at the deli, or says something 

mean to you at work, or you get overlooked for the promotion 

because of your “religious beliefs” . . .  We need to learn that the 

Christian response to such things is different than the response of 

the world.  And this testifies to the grace of God in our lives and 

the Spirit of God indwelling us.  Rather than escalating the 

situation by getting mad and getting even, Christians have the 

power from God to overcome evil with good.     

Peace 

 Let’s talk first about peace.  Verses 17-18 tell us, “Repay 

no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the 

sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 

with all.” 

 The implication here seems to be that even unbelievers will 

recognize the honor of a peaceful disposition.  It might be true that 

mean-spirited retribution is the default reaction for most people.  

It’s the default reaction for all of us, until God forgives us and 
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gives us the capacity to forgive.  But even though getting even is 

the natural, sinful inclination, people can see that there’s a better 

way.  There’s a more honorable way.  So when there’s a situation 

where one person is clearly wronged, but instead of fighting back 

in a nasty way they deal peaceably with the conflict, that will leave 

an impression on people.   

 As Christians, we are to live in such a way that highlights 

the grace of God in our lives.  Others should be able to see that 

there’s something honorable about the way we live.  This is one of 

the qualifications of an elder, as Paul lists them in 1 Timothy 3.  

An elder must be well thought of by outsiders.  And that’s not 

some extraordinary standard for church leaders.  It’s something all 

believers are called to.  As Jesus said in Matthew 5, ““You are the 

light of the world. . . .  let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who 

is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14–16, ESV)  

 One way that this happens is through our peaceful 

demeanor, through our attempts to lower the temperature of 

conflicts rather than raise the temperature of conflicts.  When evil 

is done against us, we don’t repay with evil.  But instead we give 

thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.   

 Just notice for a moment that little phrase, “give thought.”  

Let me encourage you to do that.  When you’re in a situation like 

this, where someone has wronged you in some way, give thought 

to what your response will be.  Don’t react impulsively.  Don’t be 

rash.  Think and pray and get godly counsel.  And then seek to do 

what is right and honorable. 

 These are comprehensive comments in verses 17-18.  They 

don’t leave us any exception clauses.  It doesn’t say, “Don’t repay 

evil for evil in most cases.”  It doesn’t say, “Live peaceably with 

those who are peaceful.”  No, the commands are absolute.  “Repay 

no one evil for evil.”  “Live peaceably with all.”  So these apply to 

all people, not just the people you like, not just the people who are 

nice to you, not just the people who are easy to get along with.  

Because, of course, if the commands just applied in that limited 

way, then it would hardly be worth the ink to put these things 

down on paper.  The significance of the commands, the profundity 

of the commands, the difficulty of the commands, is that they 

apply to every relationship in our lives.  They apply in the most 

difficult relationships in our lives. 

 Maybe you’ve heard it said that the toughest portions of 

Scripture are not the parts that are hard to understand, but rather 

the parts that are the easiest to understand.  This is one of those 
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places.  It’s not hard to understand what is being commanded of us 

here.  But it is very hard to live this out.  Which is why it’s such a 

powerful evidence of grace when we do, in fact, see this happening 

in our lives.   

 Verse 18 does give a couple of qualifiers.  There’s still the 

comprehensive application that we are to live peaceably with all.  

But there’s the acknowledgement that sometimes it will be beyond 

us to actually arrive at peace.  There could be cases where the other 

person simply refuses to reconcile.  Peace is not possible if one of 

the people involved in the conflict is unwilling to work things out.  

But let’s think that through a bit more, lest we settle on that 

conclusion too quickly.   

Some of you may have family members who you don’t 

speak to anymore.  Some of you may have cut ties with folks you 

used to sit next to at worship services.  And you may comfort 

yourself right now by saying, “It’s their fault.  I did what I could 

do.  They refuse to speak to me.”  Maybe that’s true.  But maybe 

not.  I would challenge you to test that assumption.  Is it really the 

case that you desire peace, and you’re being peaceful, and all the 

fault is with the other person?  The question that verse 18 raises for 

us is, “Have you done everything you can do to move toward 

peace and reconciliation?”  Sure, you can’t control what the other 

person’s reaction is going to be.  But think back through your 

interactions with that person, and the tone of your words, the 

criticisms you made . . .  We can pride ourselves in speaking the 

truth, but did you do all you could do to be peaceable and 

harmonious.  Maybe you need to contact someone this week and 

simply apologize for the way you handled a past conflict.  So far as 

it depends on you, pursue peace.  What can you do to restore a 

relationship that has been strained or severed? 

Another important implication of these qualifiers is that we 

cannot compromise the truth for the sake of peace.  If possible, so 

far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  Our impulse 

should be to seek peace and to live in harmony with all those 

around us.  But if others pressure us to compromise biblical truth 

for the sake of harmony, then we cannot go along with that.   

Same-sex marriage is a hot-button issue that provides a 

perfect example of this.  We ought to be loving and gracious 

toward those who are in a homosexual lifestyle.  We recognize that 

sin is sin is sin.  And the sins we have been saved from are just as 

offensive to God as any given sexual perversion, whether that be 

heterosexual immorality or homosexual activity.  We should be 

kind and hospitable to any person, no matter what their 

background, no matter what their hang-ups and temptations, and 
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we seek to point people to Christ, who died to redeem sinners like 

you and me. 

But in our love for sinners, we cannot condone any sin.  We 

cannot go against God’s Word and say that homosexual activity is 

OK.  We cannot go against God’s Word to redefine marriage.  So 

here’s an issue where this passage is very applicable.  How can we 

seek to be peaceful, respectful, loving people, without 

compromising biblical truth?   

I would encourage us to “give thought” to this, as verse 17 

tells us to do.  Even if people ridicule us for our “unloving, harsh” 

views (as they would see it), even if employers pressure us to 

comply with “diversity” programs that celebrate various sexual 

orientations, we must graciously disagree.  So it’s not peace-at-all-

cost that Paul is instructing here.  “If possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all.”  We overcome evil with good by 

pursuing peace.                       

Patience 

 Another way that we overcome evil with good is through 

patience.  Verse 19 describes a specific kind of patience.  It’s 

patience in regard to justice.  Paul’s pastoral heart comes through 

in this verse as he addresses the church as “beloved.”  He’s 

reaching out to them with tender care.  He knows this is a difficult 

command, an impossible command.  But it’s from God, and for our 

good.   

 Never avenge yourselves.  This is saying basically the same 

thing that verse 17 said.  “Repay no one evil for evil.”  When an 

injustice is done against you, it’s not your place personally to 

punish the person who did the injustice.  Rather, God will take care 

of that, in one way or another.  It’s not our place to determine what 

the punishment should be.  It’s not our place to carry out that 

punishment directly.  It’s God’s place to see that justice is served.   

 In the original Greek, as in the English, the words for 

avenge (or revenge) and vengeance, are related.  And in the Greek 

you can also see that these words are similar to the word for 

“righteousness” or “justice.”  Justice will be served.  We can be 

sure of that.  We have to be patient for it.  But it will happen.  The 

command to us is to be patient for the Lord to execute justice 

rather than rushing to exact justice ourselves, in whatever way we 

perceive to be best.   

 Just consider how skewed our perception of things can be.  

We can misread a person’s comments.  We can overreact.  Even if 
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there is a serious injustice, we can be fickle or foolish in how we’d 

like to respond.   

 Think, too, of what happens when people take justice into 

their own hands, personally, and seek to settle matters themselves.  

Gangs war against each other.  Students go into schools with guns.  

Divorced couples seek to harm each other in various ways.  

Employees who are let go try to sabotage the company.  The 

person who gets their feelings hurt by an insensitive comment tries 

to respond with similarly hurtful words.  In all of these ways, 

individuals are taking justice into their own hands, assuming that if 

I don’t pay this person back, nobody will.   

 There’s arrogance in that attitude, thinking that you know 

exactly what the punishment should be.  There’s also bitterness 

that will eat you up and steal your joy.  What we need to do, rather, 

is be patient for the Lord’s justice.   

 Listen to these verses from 2 Thessalonians 1.  “. . . God 

considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and 

to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the 

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in 

flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God 

and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They 

will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he 

comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled 

at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was 

believed.” (2 Thessalonians 1:5–10, ESV)  

 We need to know that God’s justice is coming.  God 

promises to do this, and He doesn’t renege on any of His promises.  

This should give us peace in the present, in the midst of 

persecution, in the moments when evil is being done against us, 

because justice will be served.  Every sin will be dealt with.  Every 

sin either falls on Jesus, and is atoned for with His blood, or falls 

on the individual who committed the sin and crushes that 

individual in hell forever.  For all those who trust in Christ, justice 

is served by Christ’s death on the cross.  For all those who don’t 

trust in Christ, justice will be served in their eternal punishment.   

 The effect of this truth is that it gives us patience in the 

here and now.  When injustices are done, and there are a great 

multitude of injustices in our world, we can patiently endure, with 

hope, because our God reigns and He will put all things right in the 

end.   
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 Now, let me just seek to clarify something about not 

avenging yourself.  When it says, Never avenge yourselves, that 

doesn’t mean you can’t protect yourself.  It doesn’t mean you let 

people stomp all over you like you’re a doormat.  It just means, 

don’t personally go to pay back the person who wronged you.  

Instead, go to God in prayer.  And, if it’s a criminal matter, go to 

the civil authorities (which is God’s servant) and pursue justice 

that way as well.  We’re going to be learning in the very next 

paragraph, in chapter 13, about God’s design for the government.  

We read in verse 4 of chapter 13 that the governing authorities are 

“the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on 

the wrongdoer.”  

 The point I’d like to clarify is that the patience I’m talking 

about is not the same as inaction.  To be patient for the justice that 

God will bring does not mean we do nothing.  It means we go to 

the authority structures God has put in place, and we pursue justice 

that way.   

 Let me try to give a couple concrete scenarios.  Let’s say 

someone breaks into your house and steals your TV.  And let’s say 

you happen to discover who did it.  What should you do?  You 

could hire a couple of thugs to beat the guy up, get your TV back, 

and also slash the guy’s tires.  What would that be?  That would be 

repaying evil for evil.  That would be taking your own revenge.  

That would be taking justice into your own hands.   

 What should you do instead?  You should go to the police 

and file a report.  And you should hope and pray that the police 

track down the thief and punish him.  And you should also pray for 

that person who is lost and hurting and empty and has stooped so 

low that he’s stealing TVs.  And you trust that, even if the police 

never find the guy, or don’t punish him to the extent that he 

deserves, God is still in control and He will settle everything on 

judgment day.  Maybe this thief will be punished by God for his 

sins.  Or maybe, hopefully, the thief will repent and be forgiven.  

And then the weight of his sins fall on Jesus, just like the weight of 

my sins and your sins has fallen on Jesus.  But whether the thief 

repents or not, the matter is in God’s hands.  So, you see, patience 

is not apathy or passivity.  Rather, it’s pursuing the right avenues 

for justice. 

 Or here’s another application, this one for the children.  If 

your brother or sister says something really mean to you, what 

should you do?  Should you say something mean back, something 

even meaner?  No, that’s repaying evil for evil.  That’s taking your 

own revenge, and it’s only going to make things worse.  Instead, 

you should go to the authority structure of your home, which is 
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your parents.  You can ask them to help you in that situation.  I’m 

not talking about being a tattle-tail.  And you can’t run to Mom or 

Dad just because your brother or sister doesn’t agree with you on 

something.  But if you have really been wronged (and your parents 

can help you understand what fits into that category and what 

doesn’t) then you should get help.  Don’t fight back.  Don’t argue 

back.  Don’t repay insult with insult.  Let your parents sort out the 

situation and discipline how they see fit.  And even if you don’t 

agree with the outcome, you can trust in God who forgives and 

who punishes, and who will one day make everything right.    

 One more application would be to think about the authority 

structure of the church, which is a larger family that believers are 

part of.  The instructions we have for this context is to, first of all, 

go to the person who has sinned against you and humbly seek 

reconciliation.  It’s not repaying evil for evil, but giving a loving 

rebuke.  If that is not successful, you are to take one or two others 

along with you.  If even that is unsuccessful, then the matter comes 

before the church.  And if the person is still unrepentant, then there 

is church discipline.  The person is removed from membership in 

the church.  Jesus gives us those instructions in Matthew 18.   

 Whether it’s a criminal matter that calls for the 

involvement of the governing authorities, or a family matter that 

needs to be dealt with by parental authority, or if it’s an issue of 

unrepentant sin in the life of a professing believer and calls for 

church discipline, there are these authority structures that we can 

appeal to, and should appeal to. 

 We overcome evil with good by not avenging ourselves, 

but leaving it to the wrath and justice of God, which comes 

through various authority structures now, and will one day come 

finally in the last judgment.          

Compassion 

Another way that we overcome evil with good is by having 

compassion toward those who wrong us.  Verse 20, “To the 

contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 

him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 

coals on his head.”” (Romans 12:20, ESV)  

Here are a couple practical displays of what Paul exhorted 

in verse 14.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 

curse.  Instead of cursing your enemy, you feed him, you give him 

something to drink.  That’s a Christ-like response.  Christ, after all, 

was the One who made the ultimate sacrifice for people like us, 

even when we were His enemies, when we were persecuting Him.   
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Like our Savior, we are to bless our enemies and do good 

to them.  The comment about the burning coals is somewhat 

difficult.  There are different speculations as to what this refers to.  

Many say that it’s a metaphorical way of saying that our good 

deeds will bring a burning shame to the person and lead them to 

repentance.  That would be our hope, but I’m not sure that’s 

exactly what Paul is intending here.  There seems to be more 

evidence that the imagery of burning coals is simply a reference to 

God’s judgment, which would make verse 20 parallel to verse 19.  

God is the one who will repay.  And if an enemy becomes 

hardened even further in response to our kindnesses to them, then 

they will face the wrath of God.  That doesn’t at all diminish, 

though, the command of verse 14, that we should bless those who 

persecute us.  We ought to genuinely hope for their repentance, 

that they might be forgiven.  And hopefully our kindness will be 

used by God as a means of bringing them to that point. 

What a powerful way that good overcomes evil.  Rather 

than stooping to the level of personal retaliation, there can be a 

response of Christ-like compassion.       

Corrie Ten Boom Story on Forgiving 

I’ll close by reading something that Corrie Ten Boom 

shared about a situation she faced.  Corrie was a survivor of a 

concentration camp in Nazi Germany.  Her family had helped to 

hide Jews in their home in Holland.  After the war was over, Corrie 

was able to tell her story and tell of her hope in Christ.  Listen to 

this story of the day she came face to face with one of the prison 

guards from the concentration camp.   

“It was in a church in Munich that I saw him—a balding, heavyset 

man in a gray overcoat, a brown felt hat clutched between his 

hands. People were filing out of the basement room where I had 

just spoken, moving along the rows of wooden chairs to the door at 

the rear. It was 1947 and I had come from Holland to defeated 

Germany with the message that God forgives. 

“It was the truth they needed most to hear in that bitter, bombed-

out land, and I gave them my favorite mental picture. Maybe 

because the sea is never far from a Hollander’s mind, I liked to 

think that that’s where forgiven sins were thrown. ‘When we 

confess our sins,’ I said, ‘God casts them into the deepest ocean, 

gone forever. …’ 

“The solemn faces stared back at me, not quite daring to believe. 

There were never questions after a talk in Germany in 1947. 
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People stood up in silence, in silence collected their wraps, in 

silence left the room. 

“And that’s when I saw him, working his way forward against the 

others. One moment I saw the overcoat and the brown hat; the 

next, a blue uniform and a visored cap with its skull and 

crossbones. It came back with a rush: the huge room with its harsh 

overhead lights; the pathetic pile of dresses and shoes in the center 

of the floor; the shame of walking naked past this man. I could see 

my sister’s frail form ahead of me, ribs sharp beneath the 

parchment skin. Betsie, how thin you were! 

[Betsie and I had been arrested for concealing Jews in our home 

during the Nazi occupation of Holland; this man had been a guard 

at Ravensbruck concentration camp where we were sent.] 

“Now he was in front of me, hand thrust out: ‘A fine message, 

Fräulein! How good it is to know that, as you say, all our sins are 

at the bottom of the sea!’ 

“And I, who had spoken so glibly of forgiveness, fumbled in my 

pocketbook rather than take that hand. He would not remember 

me, of course—how could he remember one prisoner among those 

thousands of women? 

“But I remembered him and the leather crop swinging from his 

belt. I was face-to-face with one of my captors and my blood 

seemed to freeze. 

“ ‘You mentioned Ravensbruck in your talk,’ he was saying, ‘I was 

a guard there.’ No, he did not remember me. 

“ ‘But since that time,’ he went on, ‘I have become a Christian. I 

know that God has forgiven me for the cruel things I did there, but 

I would like to hear it from your lips as well. Fräulein,’ again the 

hand came out—’will you forgive me?’ 

“And I stood there—I whose sins had again and again to be 

forgiven—and could not forgive. Betsie had died in that place—

could he erase her slow terrible death simply for the asking? 

“It could not have been many seconds that he stood there—hand 

held out—but to me it seemed hours as I wrestled with the most 

difficult thing I had ever had to do. 
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“For I had to do it—I knew that. . . .  ‘If you do not forgive men 

their trespasses,’ Jesus says, ‘neither will your Father in heaven 

forgive your trespasses.’ 

“I knew it not only as a commandment of God, but as a daily 

experience. Since the end of the war I had had a home in Holland 

for victims of Nazi brutality. Those who were able to forgive their 

former enemies were able also to return to the outside world and 

rebuild their lives, no matter what the physical scars. Those who 

nursed their bitterness remained invalids. It was as simple and as 

horrible as that. 

“And still I stood there with the coldness clutching my heart. … 

Help!’ I prayed silently. ‘I can lift my hand. I can do that much. 

You supply the feeling.’ 

“And so woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one 

stretched out to me. And as I did, an incredible thing took place. 

The current started in my shoulder, raced down my arm, sprang 

into our joined hands. And then this healing warmth seemed to 

flood my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes. 

“ ‘I forgive you, brother!’ I cried. ‘With all my heart!’ 

“For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former 

guard and the former prisoner. I had never known God’s love so 

intensely, as I did then”  

(excerpted from “I’m Still Learning to Forgive” by Corrie ten 

Boom. Reprinted by permission from Guideposts Magazine. 

Copyright © 1972 by Guideposts Associates, Inc., Carmel, New 

York 10512>). 

 What a wonderful picture of overcoming evil with good. 


