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LIVE LIKE CHRIST IS RETURNING  

 (SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2013) 

Scripture Reading: 10 Words; Rom. 13:11-14 

 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Eschatology is generally defined as the study of the end or the future. 

1. Certain aspects can seem to be very technical or theoretical. 

2. It should not be viewed as irrelevant. 

3. The NT often deals with eschatology not in terms of a prophetic timeline but in terms 

of ethics – because Jesus is going to return you will give account. Because you know that 

Jesus will return, not when He will return, how should you be living your life? 

4. Along with the first readers of Romans we are living in the Last Days. 

5. The NT writers did not claim in anyway that they knew when Jesus Christ was going 

to return or that it was going to be in their own lifetimes. 

B. Paul brings together eschatology and ethics in the final verses of Romans 13. 

1. There are a number of connections with earlier parts of Romans both in terms of the 

return of Christ and our duty as believers. 

2. Paul brings us back to the subject of what it means to live in light of Christ’s redemption 

and His return recognizing that we still live in a sinful world that is no friend of grace. 

3. How much consideration do you give to the return of Jesus Christ? How does His return 

affect your attitudes and actions? 

C. Live like Jesus Christ is going to return as the victorious King! 

D. Text has two main parts. 

1) Focus on the time in which we live, vv. 11-12a 

2) Response you are to have, vv. 12b-141 

 

                                                
1 This was Moo’s suggested outline of this text. 
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I. YOU KNOW THE TIME, VV. 11-12A 

Rom. 13:11   And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of 

sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  12 The night is far 

spent, the day is at hand. 

A. Consider several connections the end of Romans 13 has with other parts of Romans. 

1. Romans 12:1-2. The end of Romans 13 completes the instruction started with Romans 

12. 

2. Romans 5:17 

Rom. 5:17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much 

more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign 

in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 

3. Romans 6:4 

Rom. 6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 

walk in newness of life. 

4. Romans 8:23 

Rom. 8:23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 

ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of 

our body. 

B. In calling attention to the return of Christ, Paul in no way would have us forsake other 

duties or become irrelevant. 

1. There is a question on how we should translate the start of verse 11. 

NKJV – And do this, knowing the time.. 

ESV – Besides this you know the time. 



Page 3 of 9 - 6/2/13 

2. Paul might be calling specific attention to the commands and duty of love in verses 8-10 

or all the duties stated in chapters 12 and 13.2 

C. What does Paul mean in verse 11 in the phrase, knowing the time? 

1. The word time here refers to the period of salvation history in which we now live. 

a. We live after the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. We are no longer bound to 

the old age of Adam and the curse. 

b. We have the firstfruits of the Spirit (Rom. 8:23). 

c. We are waiting though for the fullness of our salvation in the return of Christ, the 

resurrection, and the restoration of creation. 

Rom. 8:18 ¶ For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

Eph. 5:16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

D. Paul in verses 11 and 12 makes three related statements about the time in which we live. 

1. It is high (already) time to awake out of sleep. 

a. You can appreciate Paul’s language when you keep in mind how people in Paul’s day 

arose at dawn and went to bed closer to sunset. It is not that people never stayed up late, 

but the general pattern for those who had to work, was early to bed and early to rise. 

b. It is time to get out of bed. 

c. Though believers live now in light of Christ’s amazing redemption, we still live in the 

midst of a very evil age. 

d. As Paul writes at the beginning of chapter 12, there is a very real danger that 

followers of Christ be conformed to this world. 

e. God is calling you to awake out of your sleep, that is to reject being absorbed into the 

present night-age in which we live.3 

                                                
2 Moo, 820. 
3 Moo, 821. 
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f. Christians constantly face the danger of being shaped by the tremendous forces of sin, 

temptation, and the world. 

g. The goal is not to escape our duty or the present world but to resist the powerful 

forces of evil. 

i) Read John 17:15-18. 

h. We have to admit that the temptations of this world are very inviting. 

i) Sleeping-in is a very real temptation both literally and spiritually. 

i. If you are in Christ, then you do enjoy full justification and assurance because of the 

work of Christ. 

j. But now in terms of now living as a follower of Jesus Christ, you must be aware of 

where you are still influenced by this world. 

k. Where are you still sleeping? It is time to get out bed. 

2. For now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 

a. This point is made supporting Paul’s first point concerning the time. 

b. What does Paul mean here by salvation? 

i) It here has the meaning of the fullness of God’s work in our lives which will be 

complete only at the day of resurrection. 

ii) Already – but not yet. 

c. What does Paul mean that our salvation is nearer than we first believed? 

i) I think Paul is simply referring to the fact that every day brings us one day 

closer to the return of Jesus Christ and the completion of God’s plan of salvation. 

ii) The NT does not make predictions, but because there was such anticipation 

among the writers of Scripture some think they thought Jesus was going to come 

very soon. 

iii) A closely related point – it is really not that long before any of us will enter 

into eternity. 

d. To fight the desire to sleep and just be part of this world, you need to live in light of 

the return of Jesus Christ.  



Page 5 of 9 - 6/2/13 

3. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 

a. Paul again is making the point that in terms of God’s plan of redemption, even 

though we don’t know when the end will be, we are to live in terms of its nearness. 

b. Paul earlier has used the word day to refer to the day of judgment. 

Rom. 2:5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are 

treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 

judgment of God, 

Rom. 2:16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, 

according to my gospel. 

c. One commentator has written: 

“On the certainty of the event, our faith is grounded: by the uncertainty of the time, 

our hope is stimulated, and our watchfulness aroused.”4 

E. Because you are aware of the time and in light of the redemption that is found in Jesus 

Christ, how should you be living? This Paul presents in the final verses of the chapter. 

 

II. HOW SHOULD YOU LIVE IN LIGHT OF CHRIST’S RETURN? VV. 12B-14 

12b Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.  

13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness 

and lust, not in strife and envy.  14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 

A. Paul makes three statements contrasting the darkness and the light, the flesh and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

1. Let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 

a. The NT often speaks of sinful actions and attitudes as that which you have to throw 

away or cast off. 

                                                
4 Alford, quoted by Moo, 822. 
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Eph. 4:22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which 

grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 

Heb. 12:1  … let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us… 

b. This is not moral, self-improvement. This can only be done through the grace of God 

in Christ. 

c. There is a need to seek to be doing this as you become aware of specific sin. 

d. Putting on the armor of light is definitely connected with Ephesians 6:11ff and also 2 

Cor. 10:4 which speaks of our weapons of warfare not being carnal but still mighty 

weapons for pulling down strongholds. 

e. Imagine serving in the military somewhere over in Afghanistan and getting up in the 

morning and going out to battle in your pajamas. How often do you go into spiritual 

battle wearing pajamas? The reason is not taking sin and temptation and the call to 

holiness as seriously as you should. 

f. The armor of light – truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the gospel of peace, shield 

of faith, helmet of salvation, the sword of the Spirit (the Word of God), praying always 

with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit… 

g. You cannot cast off the works of darkness unless you are putting on the armor of light. 

2. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in the perverted ways of the night. 

a. Here Paul makes a point that again might seem very obvious, but these commands 

remind us again of how weak any of us are in our own strength. 

b. Walking properly has the idea of living your life with honor whether in public or 

private. There is a danger of living one way when people are watching and yet living in 

very distasteful ways when others are not so closely looking at you. 

c. Paul gives a listing of three pairs of sinful but tempting ways for believers of his own 

day and our own time. 

d. Partying and drinking, sinful sex and sensuality, conflict and jealousy. 

e. These are the areas especially where our Christian witness is damaged or even 

destroyed. 
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f. The Christian must give careful consideration to temptations in each of these areas. 

g. None of these sins are 1000 miles away. They are very tempting for the weak and 

immature. And even if we are not full blown into them, there are certainly dangers for 

even the most mature Christian. This is not just a list for others but for everyone who is 

sincere in seeking to grow and mature.   

3. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the lust of the flesh. 

a. At times we can think very simply of what it means to be a Christian. 

i) The world thinks a Christian is someone who never has any fun or someone 

who just follows a bunch of rules. It is basically a boring life. 

b. Consider the richness of the duty placed before you – Put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

c. At about the time of Paul, very similar language was used to speak of an actor playing 

the part of someone.5 This is to say that the language Paul used was not strange as it 

might seem to us. 

d. Through saving faith, we are united to Christ. We share in his death, burial, and 

looking ahead His resurrection. Baptism is given as a sign and seal of this sovereign work 

of God. 

e. Romans 8:29 declares God has predestined so that we might be conformed to the 

image of His Son, so that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

f. The NT so strongly speaks of our union with Jesus Christ. 

g. You are to consciously embrace Jesus Christ in such a way that His character is 

shown in all that you would say and do.6 

h. Do you see the joy as well as the seriousness of taking the name of Jesus Christ and 

claiming that Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior? 

i. Make no provision for the flesh. 

j. It is appropriate here to speak to the issue forgiveness. 

                                                
5 James D. G. Dunn, Romans 9–16, vol. 38B of Word Biblical Commentary. Accordance/Thomas 
Nelson electronic ed. (Dallas: Word Books, 1988), 790. 
6 Moo, 825-826. 
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i) There is a duty set before you, before everyone here. 

ii) Who could live up to the standard of perfection that is set forth here and 

throughout Scripture? 

iii) Perhaps you see how close you live to the world in ways. Perhaps you are 

guilty as it were of sleeping in, far too often. 

iv) Maybe you can identify very honestly with the sins described in verse 13 – 

sinful parties, drunkenness, sexual sins, sinful anger, jealousy, and conflict with 

others. 

v) Putting on the Lord Jesus Christ also means you live a life of confession, 

repentance, and joy in the sure knowledge of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ. 

Holiness but not self-righteousness. 

CONCLUSION 

A. The celebration of the Lord’s Supper fits beautifully with the language of these ending verses. 

1. It establishes the time – we live in the day of redemption but still waiting for the 

fullness of our salvation. We eat and drink celebrating the finished work of Christ but 

also in anticipation of His victorious return. 

2. The Lord’s Supper should be a constant reminder of how we need to wake up – stop 

sleeping in with the world. 

3. How can we enjoy the Lord’s Supper and then seek to enjoy the wild celebration the 

world offers us? 

4. The Lord’s Supper is a means to help us put on the Lord Jesus Christ and live holy 

lives in light of His sacrificial death. 

 

Prayer 

Closing Hymn – 360 
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BENEDICTION – HEBREWS 12:1-3 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us,  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God.  For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against 

Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 

 


