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Message:  Who Is Able to Stand?  Part 2
Text:         Revelation 7:1-17

Introduction 

  A.  Christ is coming again to earth in great power and glory to, among other things, destroy the
present heavens and earth along with all unbelievers, as pictured by Christ breaking the
6  and 7  seals of God’s scroll containing all God has appointed to happen.  This isth th

envisioned in Revelation 6:12-17; 8:1.  But this raises the question in 6:17 voiced by
terrified unbelievers - Who is able to stand?

Revelation 6:16   and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us
from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  for 17

the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 

  B.  The 2 visions Revelation 7 (7:1-8; 7:9-17) form a parenthesis between seals 6 & 7,
answering the question at the end of chapter 6, “Who is able to stand?”  The 2 visions are
of Christ’s church, one depicting the church in the present age, and one depicting the
church in the age to come, after Christ’s Second Coming, after His judgment of the
world, and after His creation of a new heavens and earth.

  C.  Last week we saw that 7:1-8 reverts back in time to the period preceding the 2 Coming of
Christ, the period of the first 5 seals - a period of wars, murders, natural disasters such as
famines and disease, the martyrdom of Christians - all involving intermediate judgments
on this world that foreshadow God’s final judgment at Christ’s return.  We also saw that
this is the present period when God’s elect are being born again unto faith in Him, sealed
with His Holy Spirit as His own possession.

Revelation 7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth,
holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth
or on the sea or on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the
sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four
angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, "Do not harm
the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God
on their foreheads."

      1.  The impending worldwide destruction at Christ’s return is symbolized by 4 winds being
held back by 4 angels at the 4 corners of the earth (winds coming from every direction
indicate worldwide catastrophe).

      2.  The delay in the final judgment of the world is to provide time for the sealing of all of
God’s bond-servants. In the ancient world, and even today, a seal is a mark of ownership,
and resultantly, protection (the more powerful the owner, the more securely the owned are
protected).  The way in which a seal marked ownership, and thus provided protection was



by displaying in the design of the seal the owner’s name or a symbol signifying that name. 
In the ancient world often slaves, and even soldiers, were branded on their foreheads or
hands with 1-3 letters signifying an owners name.

      3.  In Revelation 7:2,3 the seal of God on his bond-servants forehead evidently contains or
signifies God’s name, for in 7:4 the number of those sealed are 144,000, who later are
seen with God’s name of their foreheads.

Revelation 7:4  And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and
forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of
His Father written on their foreheads.

      4.  Christ is showing John a vision of His people marked with an outward symbol of an
inward, spiritual reality, something you can’t photograph - the sealing, regenerating work
of God’s Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of
your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of
promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of
God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

   Romans 8:9 ...  But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
Him. 

  F.  The seal of God preserves us, not from experiencing great tribulation in this age, but from
the second death, eternal hell, due to a failure of faith.   The seal is no visible, inanimate
marking on our bodies, but the dynamic, personal, indwelling of our souls by the Spirit of
Christ, Who’s power preserves us by preserving our faith in Him.

Revelation 2:10  'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation
for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  'He who 11

has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not
be hurt by the second death.' 

  G.  We began last week to demonstrate that the 144,000 of the tribes of Israel and the great
multitude from every nation are one and the same group of God’s people, the church (but
ran out of time).  

Revelation 7:4   And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and
forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

Revelation 7:9  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one



could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in
their hands; 

  H.  It is important for Christ’s church, including the 7 churches first receiving the book of
Revelation and us today, to see ourselves represented in both visions.  By these visions
He is giving his apostle, Christ intends to strengthen our faith and hope in His preserving
us through tribulation and in granting us to share in His final victory over Satan and the
world under the devil’s domination.

I.  The 144,000, a vision of Christ’s church in the present age, comprised of those He has    
purchased with His blood from every nation, tribe, people, language.

  A.  They are all of God’s elect, Jew and Gentile believers - not one is missing.

Revelation 7:4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and
forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

  B.  Why should the 144,000 be understood to include all Gentile as well as all Jewish believers,
to be synonymous with the great multitude of 7:9ff?

      1.  We are given an interpretive key in the first vision of chapter 1, that the visions John sees
are not photographic of reality, but symbolic (metaphoric) of reality.  (Show split screen
slide of Christ and the churches as lamp stands in chapter 1 and the church as a holy city
in chapter 21).

      2.  We see comparing the visions of the church in chapters 1 and 21 that symbols change but
the reality depicted remains the same.  Multiple symbols are used throughout the book to
represent the same things.

      3.  Israelite symbols are frequently used to represent the people of God.  By one
commentator’s count, 278 of the 404 verses in Revelation draw from or allude to OT
texts.  E.g., 7 lamp stands in chapter 1 with Christ wearing priestly garments echoing the
7 branched lamp stand in the temple which represent the churches, the New Jerusalem
shaped as a cube as was the holy of holies in Solomon’s temple representing the church.  

      4.  In 7:1-8, the imagery appears to be drawn from an Israelite military census, such as when
each tribe of Israel was to supply a military unit of 1,000 warriors to fight against Midian
at the Lord’s command.

Numbers 31:2   "Take full vengeance for the sons of Israel on the Midianites; afterward
you will be gathered to your people."  Moses spoke to the people, saying, "Arm men 3

from among you for the war, that they may go against Midian to execute the LORD'S
vengeance on Midian.  "A thousand from each tribe of all the tribes of Israel you 4



shall send to the war."  So there were furnished from the thousands of Israel, a 5

thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 
 
      5.  Numbers in Revelation often express a quality rather than a quantity (E.g., 2:10 -

tribulation 10 days;  5:6 - 7 Spirits of God sent our into all the earth).  Here 12 x 12 x
1,000 might indicate a military census of all of God’s chosen people, “a great multitude
which no one could count from every nation, and all tribes, peoples, and tongues” (7:9). 
Squaring the number and adding zeros does not add a cap to the number, but expresses
indefinite increase, as in Matthew 18:21-22.

Revelation 5:6   And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the
elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. 

Matthew 18:21  Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to 22

you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 

      6.  Israelite imagery and labels are applied to Gentile believers in Revelation and other
Scriptures. 

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God,
and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and
the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven
from My God, and My new name.

Galatians 3:29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants,
heirs according to promise.

      7.  The 144,000 have God’s name on their foreheads, a promise and reality of all God’s bond-
servants, including the Gentiles of the 7 churches in Revelation.  This is a promise for
present and not just a future believers of every race.

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes, ... I will write on him the name of My God, and
the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven
from My God, and My new name.

Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of
His Father written on their foreheads.

        8. Only those sealed will be preserved from irreparable harm by God’s intermediate
judgments on the world.  If those sealed are only 144,000 ethnic Jews, then there is no
protection for all other believers - hardly the point of chapter 7:1-8.



Revelation 9:3  Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given
them, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  They were told not to hurt the grass of 4

the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the
seal of God on their foreheads.  And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to 5

torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it
stings a man.  And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long 6

to die, and death flees from them. 

      9.  In fact, all of the great multitude in 7:9ff are those sealed with the name of God on their
foreheads.

Revelation 7:15   "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve
Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His
tabernacle over them. 

Revelation 22:3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face,
and His name will be on their foreheads.

 
    10.  This is so because the 144,000 are purchased from the earth are those purchased for God

by Christ’s blood from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation.

Revelation 14:3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and
forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth.

Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and
to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

II.  Christ desires the truth pictured in these visions to encourage and strengthen our
hearts to fight the good fight of faith amid the great tribulation of this present age in
the hope of sharing in Christ’s final victory at His glorious return.

  A.  Who is able to stand?  We are the ones who will stand victorious at Christ’s return.  Palm
branches are a symbol of celebration at victory.  They were waved at Jesus, the coming
King at His triumphal entry into Jerusalem as they looked for Him to be their conquering
King.

Revelation 7:9   After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one
could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in
their hands;  and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who 10

sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."  And all the angels were standing around the 11



throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God,  saying, "Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom 12

and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever.
Amen."

  B.  It is we who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation to be revealed at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.

  1 Peter 1:5  who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time. 

  C.  It is we who by this God empowered faith are to fight the good fight, taking hold of eternal
life in the hope of grace to be brought to us are the revelation of Jesus Christ in power
and glory.

1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you
were called ....

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your
hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

  D.  It is we who are sealed with the indwelling Spirit of Christ and who therefore can never be
separated from the love of  Christ by the God appointed intermediate judgments He
executes upon the world.

Romans 8:35   Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  Just as it is 36

written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE
WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  But in all these things 37

we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  For I am convinced that 38

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be 39

able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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