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Message #17                Matthew 5:43-48 

 

If ever there was a passage which shows the contrast between what the Pharisees and Scribes 

taught as opposed to what God’s Word actually said, it is in this passage right here.  Here is what 

one Jewish scholar called “the central and most famous section” in the entire Sermon on the 

Mount.  In fact, William Barclay said most people who never darken the doors of a church know 

something about this text and often condemn Christians for falling short of the principles 

described in these verses (p. 173).  The main point is not too difficult to see: 

 

JESUS CHRIST CONTRASTS THE  FALSE  RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SCRIBES 

AND PHARISEES CONCERNING TREATMENT OF OTHERS WITH GOD’S TRUE 

KINGDOM RIGHTEOUSNESS CONCERNING TREATMENT OF OTHERS. 

 

HEADING #1 – What the Pharisees and Scribes  taught  about enemies.  5:43 

 

The Pharisees and Scribes taught the nation Israel a couple of things on this issue.  Here is one of 

the best glimpses you will see as to how Satan tampers with the Word of God.  The Pharisees 

taught the people of Israel two things: 1) You shall love your neighbor; 2) You shall hate your 

enemy. 

 

The Pharisees tampered with God’s Word on this issue in two ways: 

(Way #1) - They  omitted  “as yourself” from love your neighbor. 

(Way #2) - They  added  “hate your enemy” which is not even found anywhere in Scripture. 

 

The Scribes and Pharisees would teach Israel the wrong thing – by subtracting from and adding 

to Scripture.  What the Scriptures actually said is: 1) “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 

(Lev. 19:18), something no one has ever done; 2) You should try and do some nice things for 

your enemy when you have opportunity (Ex. 23:4-5); 3) In fact, Job made a point concerning his 

integrity when he said he did not have any bad attitudes toward his enemies (Job 31:29-30); 

4) Even King David, a man who dealt harshly at times with enemies, said that it was wrong to do 

anything negative to an enemy if one did not have a legitimate cause (Ps. 7:4-5). 

 

So the Scribes and Pharisees were specifically tampering with what the Word of God actually 

taught.  They were twisting God’s Word to fit their way of thinking.  To the Pharisees, any who 

was not Jewish was an enemy.  The truth is Jesus became an enemy to most Pharisees and 

Scribes. 

 

HEADING #2 – What Jesus Christ  taught  about enemies.  5:44-48 

 

The “I say to you” is emphatic in Greek, meaning this is God speaking on the subject. 
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(Teaching #1) - You are to  love  your enemies.  5:44a 
 

There are four main Greek words that may be translated “love”: 1) First, there is family love 

(storge); 2) There is brotherly love (Philia); 3) There is erotic love (eros); 4) There is action love 

(agape). 
 

The love that Jesus uses here is agape.  This is more of the non-emotional type of love.  You can-

not command that one emotionally falls in love with an enemy.  But what you can do is ask that 

one act toward an enemy at the highest level of God.  One writer said agape love may involve 

emotion, but it always involves action. 
 

When Jesus commands His disciples to love their enemies, He is not telling them to love them 

like a family member or as a brother, or erotically.  He is telling them to make a conscious 

decision regardless of what they feel, to demonstrate the highest good they can for them, even 

when they are enemies. 
 

When we understand this we begin to sense what Jesus was after.  You see, agape love will do 

what is best, which means we will not ever allow anyone to do as they please and leave them 

unchecked.  We will always do the best thing we can for them.  When we determine punishment 

is the best option, the purpose is not just “retributive, but remedial.” 
 

(Teaching #2) - You are to  pray  for your enemies.  5:44b 
 

One of the quickest ways to kill hatred and bitterness is to pray for the one you are tempted to 

hate.  This idea of doing the best possible thing for an enemy or praying for an enemy was 

completely foreign to the teaching of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
 

(Teaching #3) - Jesus teaches the  reasons  for loving and praying for enemies.  5:45-48 
 

Reason #1 - One demonstrates he is a true  child  of the Heavenly God.  5:45a 

Now Jesus explains this point – God causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good.  God sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  In our dispensation, loving another person does not 

make us a child of God, but it does give evidence that we are a child of God.  God loved us 

while we were yet sinners. 
 

Reason #2 - There is no  reward  for loving those who love you.  5:46 

What will earn one rewards would be for one to do what is the ultimate good for one who didn’t  

love him. 
 

Reason #3 - Even  Gentiles  greet their brothers.  5:47 

Apparently the Jews were teaching that as long as they gave each other greetings, it was a 

demonstration they were right with God. 
 

Reason #4 - This demonstrates that we are becoming completely  godly  in character.  5:48 

Loving enemies and praying for enemies is very “godlike.”  It shows we are maturing, we are 

growing, and we are blossoming.  It shows we are righteous. 


