
Counseling the Pouting Prophet  Jonah 4        6/21/15  #6

I. Introduction.

II. Are you angry with God?  v. 1-4      

A. Why is Jonah so angry?  v. 1-2  
1. Jonah didn’t want the LORD to show mercy to Israel’s enemy. 3:9-10 
2. Jonah prays a prayer of complaint.  v. 2  2:1   I Ki. 19:4 
3. He who was happy to have been the beneficiary of God’s grace in chapter two turns

around and deplores God’s mercy when it is shown to his enemies. Ex. 34:6f           
Joel 2:13f  Ps. 86:15 103:8 145:8-9  Neh. 9:17  Mt. 18:21ff   Lu. 15:29

4. Ultimately Jonah’s anger is directed at the LORD Himself.
5. Jonah is sinfully nationalistic, legalistic, self-righteous and proud.  Gen. 12:2-3

B. Jonah is so angry that he wants to die.  v. 3
1. He who previously begged the LORD for life now asks God to takes his life.  2:2  
2. Jonah resembles another discouraged prophet.  I Ki. 19:4-5  
3. Sinful rebellion is completely irrational.  v. 2-3  

C. Application to modern day Jonahs.   
1. Are you ever angry with God? 
2. Do you ever make bad use of good theology?  v. 2b  Eph. 1:11 
3. Are you prejudiced, legalistic, self-righteous and proud?  Mt. 6:12 
4. Are there some people you would rather see judged than forgiven?  Mt. 18:21ff   

Eph. 2:8-9   James. 4:11-12  Phil. 3:9    
5. Have you ever felt so hopeless that you want to escape, even by death?  v. 3,9            

2 Sam. 17:23  1 Kings 19:4   Job 3:3 10:18 2:9-10  Heb. 9:27  Deut. 32:39 

D. The LORD graciously counsels angry Jonah.  v. 4
1. Those who are angry, depressed and despairing of life need counsel from God.           

2 Tim. 3:16-17
2. The LORD patiently raises questions to point Jonah toward the right conclusions.       

v. 4, 9  Ge. 3:9,11,13 4:5-10       
3. When counseling angry or depressed people it is often best to indirectly help them

reach the right conclusions.  2 Sam. 12

III. Do you share the LORD’s compassion for the lost?  v. 5-11

A. The LORD teaches Jonah through the parable of the plant.  v. 5-6
1. Apparently Jonah still hopes that judgment will fall upon Nineveh.  v. 5   
2. Again the LORD wisely exercises His sovereignty over creation.  1:4,17 4:6,7,8  
3. Why does the LORD appoint the plant for Jonah?  v. 6a  

a. God’s immediate purpose is compassionate – for Jonah’s relief.   
b. God’s ultimate purpose is to teach him a hard lesson.  

4. Jonah finds great delight in the plant.  v. 6b   

B. The LORD who gave the plant takes it away.  v. 7-8 1:17  Job 1:21-22  
1. God also appoints a scorching east wind which compounds Jonah’s misery.  v. 8a

Gen. 41:6,23  Ex. 10:13 14:21  Jer. 18:17    
2. Jonah again reaches the point at which he wants to die.  v. 8b 2:7 



C. Again God counsels Jonah.  v. 9-10
1. The LORD asks another similar question. v. 9a, 4   
2. Jonah remains very angry about losing his plant.  v. 9b   
3. The LORD exposes Jonah’s hypocrisy – Jonah is more concerned about a plant than

multitudes of souls.  v. 10   
4. A point comes in counseling/confronting sin when you have to be very direct.       

Gal. 6:1  Mt. 18:15ff

D. The LORD is compassionate.  v. 11  Ezek. 33:11 18:21-23  II Pet. 3:9  
1. The LORD asks a final question – If Jonah has concern for a plant he didn’t even

make, then is it not right that God has pity upon a city full of people He made?  
2. The LORD freely offers salvation to all men.  John 3:16  Rom. 10:11-13    
3. God even has compassion on animals.  Mt. 6:26  Ps. 136:25 145:9

E. Application – we should be most concerned for that which most concerns God. 
1. Where do you find refuge, joy and comfort?  Jer. 17:5f  Isa. 55:1ff  Mt. 6:33  Phil. 1:21
2. Your earthly comforts may be quickly taken away.  Job 1:21-22  
3. The LORD is more committed to your holiness than your earthly happiness and

comfort.  Rom. 8:28  Heb. 12:7-11
4. Are you more concerned for your own comfort than for the lost? 

IV. Concluding Applications.  
A. The book of Jonah ends abruptly.  

1. What becomes of Jonah? 
2. Who will have compassion on the multitudes of lost people among the Gentiles? 

B. Jonah makes us look ahead to Jesus – a superior Prophet.
1. When Jesus comes the Jews are still nationalistic, legalistic, self-righteous and proud. 

Luke 11:29-32   
2. Jesus was in perfect submission to the Father’s will.  Luke 22:42
3. Jesus willingly travels to a hard place to offer salvation to sinners and rebels against

Himself.  John 17:5 3:16  2 Co. 8:9  
4. Jesus has great compassion for wayward sinners. Mt. 11:28ff  Lu. 19:41-44 23:34 
5. Jesus rejoices in the conversion of the lost.  Luke 15:7,32
6. Through Jesus the good news of salvation is proclaimed to the Gentiles.  Acts 1:8 

John 10:16  Mt. 21:43 
C. What matters is not whether Jonah got the message, but whether you get the message.

Discussion Questions.
1. Why was Jonah angry with God?

Why is it wrong (and hypocritical) for Jonah to be angry about the Ninevites?
2. Why do Christians get angry with God?
3. How can we learn from the way that the LORD deals with Jonah’s anger? 
4. What is the purpose of the plant?
5. Why is it wrong (and hypocritical) for Jonah to be angry about the plant?
6. How do we sometimes find excessive comfort in earthly things (like the plant)?
7. What does this passage teach about God’s attitude towards the lost?
8. How does this passage point to Christ?
9. What practical things can you do to show compassion to those who are perishing? 
10. What are the similarities and differences between Jonah’s experience and that of Elijah in    

1 Kings 19? 


