
“Reigning in Righteousness” 

Romans 5:15-17 

(Preached at Trinity, June 1, 2008) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. As we’ve seen, Verse 12 begins a new section. The overall theme, however, remains the 

same. Paul is still addressing the subject of justification by faith alone but now he is 

setting forth the argument of how we can receive the righteousness of another. Paul here  

begins a discourse on the comparison between Adam and the Lord Jesus Christ and our 

relationship with the two. This section will continue to the end of the chapter. 

2. After stating plainly the headship of Adam Paul introduces us to the headship of Christ. 

 Romans 5:15 – “For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many.” 

 Romans 5:18 – “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life.” 

3. Just as all men are united to Adam through both natural and federal headship, believers 

are united to Christ through justification.  

 This is a mysterious union that is difficult to understand and difficult to explain. 

4. Paul often referred to it as being “In Christ” – a favorite expression of Paul –  

He used it over 25 times.  

Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
1 Corinthians 1:30 – “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:” 

5. Paul later describes our union with Christ as being part of His body 

Ephesians 1:22-23 – “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be 
the head over all things to the church,  23 Which is his body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all.” 

6. The reality of our union with Christ is both wonderful and mysterious. We are one with 

Jesus, a part of Him. 

A. Last time we saw that it began in eternity in the eternal council of God. We were 

chosen “in Christ” 

Ephesians 1:3-4 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ:  4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:” 
1. In this covenant the Father elected a people to give to His Son. We are 

chosen in Christ Jesus. 

2. In this covenant Jesus pledged to redeem His people from their sin. 

B. Our union with Christ was also demonstrated at the cross  

  1. Our redemption is the result of our union with Christ.  

  2. Jesus came to die for a particular people – This was the reason He came 
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3. Adam sinned and we inherited his death and condemnation 

 Jesus obeyed and we inherit eternal life 

  4. When Christ went to the cross it was as if we were there with Him  

   He died in our stead. This is because of our union with Christ 

C. Because we are united to Christ we are now considered the people of God. We are 

loved by God. We are being preserved by God. We are a part of His household. 

7. There is another important aspect of our union with Christ. We have become partakers of 

His righteousness.  

 This morning I want us to look into this grand and glorious truth. Christians share in the 

righteousness of Christ. Paul describes it here as the “gift of righteousness.” 

Romans 5:17-18 – “For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much 
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of 
one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.” 
 

I. Paul is talking about the whole work of our salvation 

 A. Jesus went to the cross to suffer as our substitute 

  1. He suffered the curse of sin that flowed from the fall of Adam 

Romans 5:12 – “by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:” 

2. We inherited a sinful nature from Adam that has manifested itself in 

wretched defilement and wicked rebellion against God. 

3. When Jesus hung upon the cross as our substitute He suffered the full 

wrath of God.  

Isaiah 53:10 – "Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put 
him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the LORD shall prosper in his hand." 

akD (daka') - to crush, to be broken, to be shattered, to beat to 

pieces 
4. We have to understand, however, we are also saved by the righteous life 

of Christ which has been imputed to us in justification 

 We are saved by both the death of Christ AND the life of Christ 

Romans 5:10 – “For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” 

  5. It is the righteousness of Christ that has been imputed to us.  

   a. This is justification 
   b. This is the great contrast of this passage. 

    In Adam we received death, in Christ we receive righteousness. 

  6. But the righteousness here is more than just imputed righteousness. 

It is essential to understand that the Christian is also a partaker of practical 

holiness.  

 B. Those who are united to Christ have been transformed in righteousness. 

  1. This is the essence of our salvation 

a. Christianity knows nothing of being saved from the wrath of God 

without being saved from the power of sin 
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b. Notice in Verse 17 Paul refers to it as the “gift of righteousness”  

 This is salvation!!  It isn’t just being delivered from hell. It also 

includes being delivered from sin – the “gift of righteousness”  

  2. Salvation is a transforming work 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” 

  3. We’ll see this more in Chapter 6 where this becomes the driving theme 

Because we are united to Christ we share in His death. In other words we 

have died to the realm of death – we are no longer under the dominion of 

sin. We no longer live as we did in Adam. We now live under the gift of  

righteousness.   

  4. Peter described it as being a partaker of the very nature of the Godhead 

2 Peter 1:4 – “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust.” 
a. By the divine nature Peter isn’t speaking of the substance of the 

Godhead. We can never become partakers of this.  

b. Peter is speaking of the qualities of Christ as the image of God is 

restored in us.  

  5. We have become partakers of the holiness of Christ 

 Ephesians 1:4 – "According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love:" 
Hebrews 12:14 – "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord:" 

  6. We are being conformed more and more to the image of Christ 

Romans 8:29 – “For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might 
be the firstborn among many brethren.” 
   

II. Paul describes this righteousness as “reigning in life”.  

 A. He sets it up as a great contrast 

Romans 5:17 – “For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much 
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)” 
1. The word for “reign” is basileu,w –  it means “to be king, or exercise 

kingly power” 
2. In our lost condition death reigned. Not only physical death with all its 

suffering and sorrow but spiritual death with all its depravity and 

defilement. Sin and corruption reigns on this earth. We were slaves to sin. 

3. Now Paul describes the great contrast to the “reign of death” 

 He describes the “reign of life” 

4. The reign of death is characterized by wickedness and sin 

 The reign of life is characterized by righteousness and holiness 
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5. When God saves us the reign of sin is put to death.  We are delivered to 

live in holiness. We will see this more in Chapter 6 

Romans 6:6-7 – “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with 
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not serve sin.  7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.” 

B. Salvation is not just a future reality 

 1. We know that we will be delivered from sin in eternity. 

  We know we have been saved from the wrath of God. 

  We know we that we will reign with Him in eternity. 
NAS 2 Timothy 2:12 – “If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; If 
we deny Him, He also will deny us;” 

 2. But the Christian is reigning now. We are reigning over sin and Satan. 

Romans 6:14 – “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye 
are not under the law, but under grace.” 

C. There are life changing consequences to regeneration or the new birth. 

1. Paul describes it here as a whole new life – a new state of being, a new 

creation 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” 

  2. This is the ultimate work of Christ 

Revelation 21:5 – “And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I 
make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words 
are true and faithful.” 

3. As Christians we are partakers of the life of Christ in every way – This 

union is a profound mystery 

 a. The union with Christ is a transforming union 
   b. We are partakers of His divine nature 

c. We are partakers of His life, His death 
   d. We are reigning with Him – we are joint-heirs with Christ 

    Verse 17 – “shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” 

D. The Christian life is a radical transformation – righteousness reigns in our life. 

What are some of the characteristics of this transforming grace? 

1. The Christian will have a love for God’s Word. He knows that the Word if 

God is the means by which God continues His transforming work 

Psalm 119:77 – “Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may 
live: for thy law is my delight.” 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works.” 

2. The Christian will have a hunger for righteousness – this is because 

righteousness is reigning in him. 

Matthew 5:6 – “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled.” 
a. Those who claim to be Christians yet have no desire for holiness 

simply reveal that they are unregenerate 

Hebrews 12:14 – “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord:” 
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b. The Christian groans because of the remaining sin in his life. He 

sees it as a cancer, something unnatural. He labors hard to put it to 

death.  

c. See Colossians 3:1-10 
 

  3. The Christian has spiritual understanding 

a. The reason righteousness reigns is because the Christian has a 

transformed mind 

Romans 12:1-2 – “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.  2 And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God.” 

b. Matthew Henry – “Regenerating grace creates a new world in the 

soul; all things are new.” 

c. The Christian thinks differently – his mind is set on Christ. 

 1 Corinthians 2:14-16 – “But the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.  15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he 
himself is judged of no man.  

16
 For who hath known the 

mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the 
mind of Christ.” 

 

 

Conclusion: 
1. Have you received Christ? Are you united to Him?  This comes by faith. 

Notice in Verse 17 Paul uses the words, “They which receive” – This contains the 
element of faith. This is something received.  

2. Those who have received Christ bear testimony to this reigning in righteousness.  

3. When you were united with Adam you bore his image. Those who are united with Christ 

bear His image. 

1 Corinthians 15:49 – “And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly.” 

4. Whose image do you bear? 
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