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For this week:  
● Guaranteed consolation 41:8-20 

 

Context  

● In the book of the Servant: How will God’s people be redeemed from captivity? 

● Change in form from judgment in Is 1-39 to comfort in Is 40-66 

● Isaiah’s message:  

○ Judgment of Is 39 will come.   

○ Judgment is not the end for God’s people. After the judgment comes comfort. 

○ Comfort is more abundant than judgment.  

○ Comfort is for the whole world. 

 

Structure of the section 

Three voices of comfort  40:1-11 

Guaranteed by God as Creator 40:12-31 Guaranteed by God as the Lord of history 41:1-7 

Three pictures of consolation 41:8-20 

 

 

Guaranteed consolation 41:8-20 

● Structure  

○ Three pictures of  helplessness transformed through divine action. 

■ V8-13 Victory for the lowly 

■ V14-16 Transformation for the negligible 

■ V17-20 Provision for the needy 

○ So faith is eminently practical in a world of superior hostile powers (v8-13), colossal 

difficulties (v14-16), adverse circumstances (v17-20) 

 

  



 

● Victory for the lowly. 41:8-13 

○ V8-9 Israel My servant 

8 But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 9 you 

whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my 

servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”;   

■ V8a - 9b Inclusio about status.  Servant. Chosen.  

■ But you, 

● You.  Singular for emphasis.  Contrast with the unbelieving nations v5-7 

■ Israel...Jacob 

● Noting their origin 

■ My servant, whom I have chosen 

● (1) In the position of serving the Lord. (2) by divine choice. 

● First appearance of the main character of ch 40-55 

● A lesson for the nation 

○ Judah was behaving as if she was sovereign, in charge of her 

own destiny, acting for her own purposes. 

○ A harmful attitude:  

■ Would destroy the theocracy 

■ Would remove the promise of salvation for the world 

○ Judah must learn  

■ She is the servant of her covenant and electing God. 

■ She must be rescued from the bondage of sin 

○ God’s means 

■ The exile: discipline under God’s wrath 

■ The greater Servant: redemption and reconciliation 

○ Comfort 

■ (1) My servant (2) Offspring of Abraham, My friend.  

■ you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners 

● Structure A-B-A-B 

○ A: Took 

■ B: From the ends of the earth 

○ A: Called 

■ B: From its farthest corners 

● Resolute action on God’s part. 

○ Took.  To grasp; to seize.  Efficacious choice. 

○ Call.  To call; to shout; to name; to appoint; to summon.  

Efficacious calling 

● Ends of the earth...farthest corners 

○ Re the call of Abram from Ur of the Chaldees. 

○ Written from Palestinian viewpoint 

■ I have chosen you and not cast you off 

● God is the covenant-keeping God 



 

○ v10-13 Fear not 

10 fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I 

will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 11 Behold, all who are incensed against you shall be put to 

shame and confounded; those who strive against you shall be as nothing and shall perish. 12 You shall 

seek those who contend with you, but you shall not find them; those who war against you shall be as 

nothing at all. 13 For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I am 

the one who helps you.” 

■ Structure 

● V10, 13 inclusio about security 

○ Fear not 

○ I am with you 

○ I am Your God 

■ Contrast with the nations in v5 

● Both see God’s works 

○ The nations fear 

○ Judah is to be encouraged 

■ V10 Encouragement  

● fear not, for I am with you;  

○ Fear. The temptation  

○ I am with you. The antidote. 

○ The response of faith 

■ Ge 3:15 Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; 

● be not dismayed, for I am your God 

○ dismayed.  Fearful; looking around in anxiety 

○ I am your God.  lit “With you am I!” 

● I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you  

○ God not passive but active. 

■ To strengthen  

■ To help 

■ To uphold 

○ Will.  Perfect tense.  As needed in the present and future. 

● with my righteous right hand. 

○ For Israel: blessing from God’s grace 

○ For the nations: punitive justice for their wickedness 

 

  



 

○ V11-12 Victory in conflict 

■ All  

● Enemies in general. 

■ who are incensed against you ...  those who strive against you … those who 

contend with you ... those who war against you  

● violent enemies 

● Ascending progression of hostility 

■ shall be put to shame and confounded … shall be as nothing and shall perish … 

shall not find them ... 

shall be as nothing at all. 

● The outcome of the hostility 

● Put to shame.  When they realize their true condition before God. 

● Confounded.  When they receive no help from their idols. 

● Descending progression of destruction 

○ V13 The basis of true security  

■ For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand 

● Picture of one holding another’s hand to keep them from stumbling. 

■ it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one who helps you.” 

● True security rests upon the character of God 

 

  



 

● Transformation for the negligible 41:14-16 

14 Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel! I am the one who helps you, declares the LORD; your 

Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. 15 Behold, I make of you a threshing sledge, new, sharp, and having 

teeth; you shall thresh the mountains and crush them, and you shall make the hills like chaff; 16 you 

shall winnow them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the tempest shall scatter them. And you 

shall rejoice in the LORD; in the Holy One of Israel you shall glory.  

● Structure 

○ V14, 16b inclusio of transformation from weakness to strength 

■ Fear not … rejoice 

■ Holy One of Israel 

○ V15-16a Israel’s victory  

● Two metaphors to show the transformation 

○ A worm faced with mountains and hills  

○ Threshing and winnowing: the mountains are crushed into chaff and blown 

away 

● V14 encouragement  

○ Fear not. Encouragement. 

○ you worm Jacob, you men of Israel 

■ Picture of weakness and insignificance facing tremendous obstacles.  

■ Re Ps 22:6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and 

despised by the people. 

○ I am the one who helps you, declares the Lord 

■  Personal divine action 

○ your Redeemer 

■ A kinsman-redeemer who takes upon himself the debts of a helpless 

relative. 

■ One who delivers from bondage by paying a ransom. 

○ The Holy One of Israel 

■ Holy One: divine 

■ Of Israel: pledged to His people 

 

  



 

● V15-16a Victory 

○ I make of you 

■ Power from God 

■ To enable HIs people 

○ a threshing sledge, new, sharp, and having teeth; 

■ Flat plank or board with toothed rollers for crushing grain stalks. 

■ God’s people fully equipped for the work 

○ you shall thresh the mountains and crush them, and you shall make the hills like 

chaff 

■ Picture of threshing 

■ Mountains...hills. Israel’s foes who towered over her. 

■ Crush them...make like chaff. Complete victory. 

○ you shall winnow them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the tempest 

shall scatter them. 

■ You shall winnow them.  Judah’s part. 

■ The wind shall carry them away.  God’s part. 

■ Result: enemies are no more. 

● V16b Rejoicing 

○ And you shall rejoice in the Lord; in the Holy One of Israel you shall glory. 

■ The LORD’s part: To gain the victory 

■ The people’s part: to enter into the joy. 

■ Joy contrasted with the current trials and suffering. 

■ In the LORD. No worth in them. 

 

  



 

● Provision for the poor and needy 41:17-20 

17 When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst, I 

the LORD will answer them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 18 I will open rivers on the bare 

heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry 

land springs of water. 19 I will put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive. I will 

set in the desert the cypress, the plane and the pine together, 20 that they may see and know, may 

consider and understand together, that the hand of the LORD has done this, the Holy One of Israel has 

created it. 

 

● Structure  

○ V17,20 inclusio about provision for needs 

■ Answer them...They may see and know 

■ The LORD 

○ V18-19 The wilderness blossoms 

● V17 Rescued in the wilderness 

○ When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is 

parched with thirst 

■ Picture from the wilderness experience in Ex 13-17 

■ Poor: down-trodden, crushed under life’s burdens 

■ Needy: bending before life’s forces 

■ Cannot save themselves. 

○ I the LORD will answer them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them 

■ I. 2x for emphasis 

■ The LORD.  Yahweh.  Personal name. 

■ The God of Israel.  In covenant with His people. 

● V18-19 The wilderness blossoms 

○ Complete transformation: wilderness into garden 

○ Abundant water  and trees  

■ As Gen 2:8-10 the garden of Eden 

○ All trees are from Palestine, not Mesopotamia.  Shows the location of the 

author. 

 

  



 

● V20 The LORD glorified 

○ that they may see and know, may consider and understand together 

■ They.  The poor and needy of v17. 

■ Progression of understanding 

● See.  Perceive 

● Know.  Know as true. 

● Consider.  Meditate upon. 

● Understand.  Come to the true meaning 

■ Man’s part: to see the Lord’s work and acknowledge Him as the Creator 

○ that the hand of the LORD has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it. 

■ Created.  As Gen 1:1 

■ Edwards’ cycle of beauty 

● Out of nothing, God creates plenty and order and beauty 

● Man  

○ Sees God’s work and understands that it is His. 

○ Glorifies Him as the Creator 

○ Celebrates. 

 

  



Discussion 

We will break into three groups for discussion.  The questions are 

1. My servant (41:8-13) 

a. Servant 

b. Chosen 

c. Offspring of Abraham 

d. Taken & called 

e. Not cast off 

f. Fear not 

2. Fear not, you worm (41:14-16) 

a. Small and insignificant 

b. Fully equipped 

c. Rejoicing in the Lord 

3. When the poor and needy seek water (41:17-20) 

a. Overcome in the wilderness 

b. I will answer them 

c. Wilderness to garden 

d. The Lord has done this 

Remember to worship the Lord:  (1) See  (2) Know (3) Respond 

For next week:  Gentile hope 41:21 - 42:17 
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