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“A Summary of the Faithful” 

Hebrews 11:32-40 
 

INTRO: 

 

 Is it worth it to trust the Lord when troubles hit? The writer of Hebrews has spent 

chapter 11 answering this question. Remember where we’ve been. In 10:35-36 we 

read, “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For 

you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you 

may receive the promise.”  We have studied the men and women that he has cited as 

examples of faith.   

 

Although the writer did not exhaust the list of folks who bear testimony of the 

blessing of holding fast to our faith, he recognizes that to cite every example is a task 

far too large for the letter he is writing. So, he closed out his list with a summary of those 

who had great victories by faith and those who endured real testing by faith. Our road 

map will fall into two parts. 

  I. THE MOUNTAINTOPS OF THE FAITHFUL (11:32-35a) 

 II. THE VALLEYS OF THE FAITHFUL (11:35b-40) 

 

I. THE MOUNTAINTOPS OF THE FAITHFUL (11.32-35a) 

  

A. Providing an example of all the faithful people used and blessed in the Bible to be 

more than the writer can do, he decides under the direction of the Holy Spirit to sum 

up his point here in verses 32-40.  

“And what more shall I say?  For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and 

Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets.” 

  

1. These verses provide a kind of "Readers Digest condensation" of what he 

could write about and what witnesses he could call to affirm it is worthwhile to 

walk by faith. What a list of nobles this is. Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephtha, 

David, and Samuel are all individuals who would be found in the Who’s Who of 

ancient Israel. 

 

2. The writer summarizes what these individuals accomplished through God’s 

working through their faith.  

vs.33-35    “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, 

obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 

escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became 

valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their 

dead raised to life again." 
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B. Let’s look at just three of these men as representatives of the whole. 

  

1. Gideon, subdued a kingdom through his faith.  You probably remember the 

story of his victory. He went to battle against 135,000 Midianites with a force of 

32,000 men and God said that was too many. We get the gist of God’s rationale 

in Judges 7:2;  

“And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for Me 

to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against 

Me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.”   

God told Gideon to send all of those who were afraid home. 22,000 men of 

Gideon’s army went home. God said that 10,000 men were still too many. We 

read God whittled down Gideon’s army to 300 men. Then they went to battle in a 

very unusual way, they went armed with a trumpet, a jug, and a torch. By 

obeying God implicitly they routed the Midianite army.  

 

2. Daniel stopped the mouths of lions. Actually God did it in response to Daniels 

faithfulness. We find the account of this miracle done for Daniel in Daniel 6.  

There we read how Daniel’s enemies hatched a plot to get Daniel in trouble.  

They got the king to sign a decree stating that no one was to pray to any other 

king or god than Darius for thirty days. Daniel refused to submit to the decree 

and so according to the law he was cast in the lions’ den. When he was cast into 

the lions’ den, God sent angels to close the mouths of the lions. 

  

3. Elijah raised the dead. Elijah was to live with the widow of Zerephath and while 

he was there, her son died. Elijah took the boy’s body and laid it on his own bed 

and then prayed to the Lord. The Bible says that God heard Elijah’s prayer and 

raised the widow’s son from the dead. 

 

C. These three are just examples of the mountain tops that faith and faithfulness 

allows us to scale. Wherever we find mountain tops, there are valleys. It is to these 

valleys that the writer of Hebrews turns our attention next. 

 

II. THE VALLEYS OF THE FAITHFUL (11.35b-40) 

 

A. The road of faith is not all mountaintops. There are valleys along the way. Some 

who have gone on before and have blazed the trail for us, paid for their faithfulness 

with their lives.  

v.35b    “Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain 

a better resurrection.” 

  

1.  Some were tortured. They chose not to accept deliverance on the terms of 

those who persecuted them. I think of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna and disciple of 

the Apostle John. When he was arrested to be executed for his faith, he was 
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offered pardon if he would simply say that “Caesar is Lord.” He said, "[The Lord 

Jesus] has been faithful to me these eighty six years, why should I deny Him 

now?" 

 

2. They did this because they desired "a better resurrection."  That is a 

resurrection better than those who rose to die again. Those who like Polycarp, 

who stood faithful unto death will someday resurrect from the dead, never to die 

again. 

  

B. Others endured all manner of suffering and death through their faith and 

faithfulness.  

v.36    “Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 

imprisonment.” 

 

1. Remember the testimony of the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:23-28? 

When Paul is forced to boast to stay up with the false apostles who were 

attacking Paul, Paul wrote:  

“Are they Hebrews?  So am I.  Are they Israelites?  So am I.  Are they the seed of 

Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: 

in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, 

in deaths often. From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 

Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was 

shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in 

perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of 

the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 

perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in 

hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—besides the other 

things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches.” 

 

2. Paul knew what it was like to be in prison and to be beaten, stoned, and 

suffering. He did this all gladly that the Lord might use him and that God might be 

glorified in him. Remember what God sent Ananias to tell Paul when he was 

converted?   

Acts 9:15-16    “But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to 

bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show 

him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.’” 

 

C. We read in verse 37;  

“They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the 

sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 

afflicted, tormented."  

This described the deaths of many of God’s prophets. They did not have much in 

this life, but God will reward them much more in the life to come. 
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1. Why did the Lord allow them to go through all of this?  I don’t know. I am not 

sure anyone this side of glory understands. The same Lord who delivered Peter 

miraculously in Acts 12 is the One who allowed James the brother of John to be 

martyred. He is the One who knows the answer. 

 

2. Still, in all of this it is important to remember what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:6-

7.  

"In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have 

been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much 

more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found 

to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ."  

We learn some important truths from these verses. Suffering is only for a limited 

time in comparison to the glory of eternity. If we know the Lord as Savior, we 

know that will not suffer forever. Suffering happens only if it is necessary. God 

never lets us suffer without a reason. Suffering produces eternal benefits. 

  

D. Finally, some wandered through life without many possessions.  

v.37b-38    “They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 

afflicted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in 

deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.”  

I wonder if we are people of whom the world was not worthy? Are we folks who live 

for the world to come instead of the present reality. If Satan presented the challenge 

to God concerning you and me that he presented with Job, would we pass muster? 

If God took away the blessing for a little while would be abandon Him or would we 

be like Job, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him?” (Job 13:15) 

 

The writer closes with a summary of God’s purpose in all of these witnesses who show 

us the blessing of holding on to our faith.  

vs.39-40    “And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did 

not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they 

should not be made perfect apart from us.”  

What they had in the Lord Jesus was much more valuable to them than what they had 

to do without. 

 

Can we say this? Do we recognize that the day is coming in which God will make all 

things right and will bless us for all that we go through?  
1 Corinthians 15:58    “Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 

unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know, 

your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”  

It truly will be worth it all when we see Jesus! 

 

Hymn  When We See Christ 


