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Ecclesiastes 3: 1 and 2; “A Time for Every Purpose under Heaven”, Sermon # 10 in 
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on June 19th, 2016, in the Afternoon Worship Service.  
 
 
The God whom we worship and serve is a very wise God.   He is the only wise God.  He knows 
the time and the season for everything under heaven as our verses say here.  To everything that 
man does, there is a season, and there is a time for every purpose under heaven.  The lesson that 
I believe God would have each of us to learn is that there is a right time in God’s mind for 
everything that is right and good.  And it is for man to learn what God’s mind is, concerning 
every subject that is listed in verses 1-8.  It is in this way that the Christian learns to glorify God 
and to enjoy Him forever.  There are some of the  things which are listed here which are outside 
of man’s power do anything about, because they are too great for man.  And then there are some 
things which are in man’s power to either engage in them, or to abstain from them, and a 
Christian must learn how to distinguish when to do each at the right time.  What I want to do in 
the sermons that I will preach to you from these verses, is to understand each of these subjects 
that are mentioned, in relation to God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility.  I hope to be able 
to do this in such a way that you and I will better understand life.    
1st of all – Solomon tells us that there is a time to be born and a time to die. 
       Time is something that has been invented by God with relation to the world and all the 
physical things that He made in the Beginning.  God Himself stands outside of time, and yet He 
always is very intimately involved with it, because He is the One who upholds all things by the 
word of His power.  The reason that God stands outside of time is because He is the only self-
existent eternal Being.  He actually stands outside of time and outside of His whole created 
universe.  I wanted to say this before I told you that in order to uphold His whole creation He 
must also be able to interact with it in a very intimate and thorough way.  Nothing escapes the 
notice of God.  Nothing created exists or continues to exist apart from His Providential care of all 
things.  God is sovereign over time.  Turn over with me to Job Chapter 34 and verses 13-15.  You 
can very easily see how sovereign our God is, and how extensive His control is over every created 
thing by the way that Elihu describes Him here.  “Who gave Him charge over the earth?”  “Or 
who appointed Him over the whole world?”  The answer of course is: No one did.  His creation of 
the world and His sustaining of the world are all of His ordering.  “If He should set His heart on 
it, if He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath, all flesh would perish together, and 
man would return to dust.”   
       God created all living things and causes them all to be able to live, and breathe, and move; 
but He could very easily gather all the breath of life that He has given them, back to Himself, and 
all flesh would perish together.  This is a frightening thought which ought to cause men to seek 
Him, to find Him, and to know Him.  But I want you to see that God is not only powerful.  He is 
also infinitely wise and He is good.  Turn to Psalm 147, verse 5.  “Great is our Lord, and mighty 
in power; His understanding is infinite.”  “The Lord lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked 
down to the ground.”  “Sing to the Lord with Thanksgiving.”  “Sing praises on the harp to our 
God, who covers the heavens with clouds, who prepares rain for the earth, who makes grass to 
grow on the mountains.”  “He gives to the beast its food, and to the young ravens that cry.”  The 
Lord knows how to do all of these amazing things.  If He knows how to do all of these great 
things and to do them with wisdom, then does He not also know the right time to do them?  
Well, look over at Psalm 145 and you will see the answer.  Verse 14 says, “The Lord upholds all 
who fall, and raises up all who are bowed down.”  “The eyes of all look expectantly to You, and 
You give them their food in due season.”  “You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every 
living thing.”   
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       The time of each person’s birth is wholly in God’s hands.  Your parents may try to plan the 
day of your birth in terms of your conception, but even that was not in their hands.  You did not 
choose when you were to be born in time, or where in the world you will live when you are born.  
All this was God's decision.  God knows the purpose that He had in mind when He created you.  
Turn with me over to Jeremiah Chapter 1.  God is calling Jeremiah to the ministry of being a 
prophet.  Jeremiah isn’t so sure that he wants to be a prophet.  God starts it out with him by 
saying in verse 4, “Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: ‘Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the 
nations.”  “Then said  I: ‘Ah, Lord God!”  “I cannot speak, for I am a youth.”  "But the Lord said 
to me, ‘Do not say, I am a youth, for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and whatever I 
command you, you shall speak.”  “Do not be afraid of their faces, for I am with you to deliver 
you, says the Lord.”  We can see from these verses that it is the Lord whose purposes will be 
fulfilled; the purposes which He has planned from long ago.  Our responsibility is to learn to 
seek to understand the purpose for which we have been created.  We have been created to glorify 
God and we must do it within the time that has been allotted to us or we will have failed.  
Jonathan Edwards said, “God gave you time here in order to prepare for eternity, and your 
future depends on the improvement of time.”  
       There is another thing that we need to consider in relation to our birth.  It is whether we 
understand that we have only so much time given to us here upon the earth, in which we can 
come to know God and to glorify Him.   Look with me at Job 14: 1.  “Man who is born of woman 
is of few days and full of trouble.”  “He comes forth like a flower and fades away; he flees like a 
shadow and does not continue.”  Look at verse 5 now.  “Since his days are determined, the 
number of his months is with You; You have appointed his limits, so that he cannot pass.”  We 
need to understand that we are going to die sometime or other, and that, that time is not known 
to us.  God gives us a certain time to live and we must improve upon it; for there is also a certain 
time to die which is fixed in God’s purpose.  Therefore, we are given a certain responsibility.  
And we can find it mentioned in many places in the Bible, but let us look at one.  Psalm 90, 
verses 7-12.  The children of Israel had grieved God at many points after they left Egypt.  This is 
a prayer of Moses.  He says, “For we have been consumed by Your anger, and by Your wrath we 
are terrified.” “You have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the light of Your 
countenance.”  “For all our days have passed away in Your wrath; we finish our years like a sigh.”  
“The days of our lives are seventy years; and if by reason of strength they are eighty years, yet 
their boast is only labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.”  “Who knows the 
power of Your anger?”  “For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath.”  “So teach us to number our 
days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”   
       You can see here what the responsibility of the Christian is.  It is to pray and to ask God to  
teach you to think about the days that are going by; not that you would spend all of your time on 
earthly pursuits and aims, but you pray that He would so work in you that you would set aside  
generous portions of time for the pursuit of holiness as well; that you would be day by day 
pursuing spiritual things in relation to that goal of being conformed to the image of Christ.  Pray 
that God would teach you how to store up treasure in heaven; the place to which you are going.  
You must learn to pursue God Himself in the things of everyday life.  This is learning to be rich 
toward God.  Now, the only way to find and pursue these good spiritual and eternal things is if 
you first of all know that you have been born of the Spirit; and then second, whether you are 
being led by the Spirit.  Have you been born again?  Unless you are born again you cannot 
spiritually see, and you cannot enter the kingdom of God.  There is a time to be born physically, 
and then for each of God’s elect there is a time to be born spiritually.  And this New Birth by God 
is always given, it is always worked in connection with creating faith in the sinner’s heart as they 
listen to the gospel being preached to them.   
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       In 2nd Corinthians 6, verses 1 and 2 it says this: We then as workers together with Him also 
plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain.”  “For He says: ‘In an acceptable time I 
have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you.”  “Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  Now these verses that are quoted here by the Apostle 
Paul, are taken from Isaiah 49: 8 – “In an acceptable time I have heard You, and in the day of 
salvation I have helped You; I will preserve You and give as a covenant to the people, to restore 
the earth, to cause them to inherit the desolate heritages; that You may say to the prisoners, ‘Go 
forth,’ to those who are darkness, ‘Show yourselves.” “They shall feed along the roads, and their 
pastures shall be on all desolate heights.”  “They shall neither hunger nor thirst, neither heat nor 
sun shall strike them; for He who has mercy on them will lead them , even by the springs of 
water He will guide them.”  These prophetic verses are referring to Christ Himself.  Why then 
does the Apostle Paul quote them in 2nd Corinthians 6: 2?  He quotes them in order that the 
Christians in Corinth, and you dear Christian, will not receive the grace of God in vain.  He is not 
talking about the grace of regeneration, here, for that can never be received in vain.  It is always 
effectual because of God’s eternal purpose and His mighty power.  If God causes you to be born 
again, that work can never be undone, and it will never be taken away. 
        But Paul quotes this verse from Isaiah because he wants to show the Corinthian believers 
that some of them were in danger of receiving the grace of God which had been given to them, 
following regeneration, in vain; the imparted grace that was intended by God to lead them on to 
maturity.  What was the problem?  There were some among them who did not see quite clearly 
enough what Christ had done for them, and what God had called them to, as Christians.  They 
were not really pressing on to know the Lord, or walking closely with the Lord, or fervently 
serving the Lord.  They did not really believe that it was important to be separate from the 
world. They did not think that having fellowship with unbelievers would hurt their spiritual 
relationship with Christ at all.  And because of this, they were in great danger of receiving the 
grace of God in vain. If, in the acceptable time God heard Christ, and in the day when He 
wrought out your salvation, He helped him answering all of His prayers for the strength and 
wisdom that He needed in relation to keeping God’s law and in becoming obedient to the death 
of the cross, then will you not, dear Christian, remember that now is the acceptable time for you 
to cry to God for help that you might become wise and holy in all of your behavior?   
       Look at what Paul says to them in verse 11 of Chapter 6 of 1st Corinthians.  “O Corinthians!”  
“We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open.”  “You are not restricted by us, but you 
are restricted by your own affections.”  “Now in return for the same (I speak as to children), you 
also be open.”  “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbeliever.”  “For what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness?”  “And what communion has light with darkness?”  “And what 
accord has Christ with Belial?”  “Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?”  And what  
agreement has the temple of God with idols?”  “For you are the temple of the living God.”  “As 
God has said: ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them.”  “I will be their God, and they shall be 
My people.”  “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord.”  “Do not touch what 
is unclean, and I will receive you.”  “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and 
daughters, says the Lord.”  Now, these exhortations are not simply given by Paul to those who 
are considering marriage, although they certainly can be applied to those considering marriage.  
“Do not be unequally yoked together with an unbeliever in marriage.  But actually the principle 
applies to the Christian who would live their life to God and not continue in the love of the world 
and in the love of fleshly carnal things and fellowshipping with unbelievers.  This is something 
which each of us as a Christian should consider.  Fellowship with God and Christ are something 
which must be consciously sought for and developed in the time that we are given by God.   God 
expects us to be separate from uncleanness and idols.  If we do separate ourselves from evil and 
idolatrous practices then God will dwell with us and walk among us.  There is a time to be born, 
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and there is a time to die.  And you and I should think about them both while we are alive.  Why 
did God bring me into this world?  Was it so that I might live to myself and the world?  Or is it 
that I was created to live for Him?  And so, will I so live to you now, in this acceptable time, 
Lord, that I will glorify you while I have life and breath, or will I be ashamed of myself at Christ’s 
coming?  This is what we need to think about.   
Secondly -There is a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted. (verse 2b) 
        This idea is found in the Bible in terms of God’s planting and establishing nations or 
kingdoms, or “plucking them up”.  You can see this if you will turn over to Jeremiah 18.  
Jeremiah was told by God to go down to the potter’s house and there he would see a great 
illustration of truth which he would apply to Israel. Verse 3 – “Then I went down to the potter’s 
house, and there he was, making something at the wheel.”  “And the vessel was marred in the 
hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to 
make.”  “Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah saying, ‘O house of Israel, can I not do 
with you as this potter?”  “Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O 
house of Israel.”  “The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom to pluck 
up, to pull down, and to destroy it; if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, 
I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it.”  “And the instant I speak concerning 
a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, if it does evil in My sight so that it 
does not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning the good with which I said I would benefit 
it.”  In other words, there is a time for God to plant, and there is a time for Him to pluck up. 
       There is also a time to plant and a time to pluck up in our own lives, in a spiritual sense.  In 
an earthly sense the farmer must plant to be able to raise a crop.  And it must be done at the 
right general time.  It cannot be done too early in the spring.  And it should not be done too late.   
All this is done by them in the time which God has ordained is the best time.  The principle can 
easily be transferred over to the spiritual realm as well.  There is a time for these things to 
happen.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is a spiritual sower.  But He has called you to work in His 
vineyard.  And, even though God is sovereign in regard to the success of all spiritual planting 
and plucking up, nevertheless, you and I who are true Christians still have a responsibility to 
join in, in the work of sowing the word of God and helping in the reaping of precious souls for 
Christ. We do want all the glory to go to Christ.  Listen to Ecclesiastes 11: 6:  “In the morning sow 
your seed, and in the evening do not withhold your hand; for you do not know which will 
prosper, either this or that, or whether both alike will be good.”  And also John 4: 35:  “Do you 
not say, ‘There are still four months, and then comes the harvest?”  “Behold, I say to you, lift up 
your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!”  “And he who reaps 
receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may 
rejoice together.”  We must always remember that only God can plant a sinner in good soil and 
change his heart.  Only God can pluck up and judge unrepentant sinners at the last day.  But 
even though this true, we do have the important task of sowing seed.  And so we should do it.   
       Preaching and gathering people into churches is called planting by the Apostle Paul in 1st  
Corinthians 3: 5.  “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you 
believed, as the Lord gave to each one?”  “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.”  
“So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.”  
In closing this sermon, we should remember that in our personal lives it is so important that we 
build on the foundation of Christ; that we would see that there is a time for us to help in the 
planting and building of Christ’s Church.  1st Corinthians 3: 10 – “According to grace of God 
which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds 
on it.” But let each one take care how he builds on it.”   “For no other foundation can anyone lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  “Now if anyone builds on this foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day 
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will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what 
sort it is.”  “If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.”  “If 
anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”  
“Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”  Let 
us each ask ourselves whether we are building on the foundation of Christ.  And if we are 
building on that foundation are we building with the good materials of gold, silver and precious 
stones; those precious truths of the Bible which will lead to proven character and usefulness to 
Christ?   Or are we building with the materials that will only last for a few days; wood, hay, and 
straw; those materials which are earthly and will perish with the using, and not produce in us 
any change of character to lead us to be more like our Savior. Let us remember that serving 
Christ with all of your heart will pay rich dividends and you will be rewarded for your 
faithfulness.  Therefore, live for Christ now, and think about this fact: To everything there is a 
season, a time for every purpose under heaven. Your life, and what you do with it are a part of 
God’s purpose; therefore, live unto Him. 
 


