
Godly Fathers, Part 2 Ephesians 6:4 

 

“Well doth David call children “arrows” for if they be well bred, they shoot at their parents enemies; and if they be evil bred, they 

shoot at their parents.”  Henry Smith 

 

III.  What a Godly Father Must Do… “It’s not easy…but a calling…” 

 

A. “He” must bring his children up… 

1.  No surprise… children can’t bring themselves up… Proverbs 22:15 

2.  To “bring them up” literally means “provide for with tenderness…” 

3.  It is a command… 

Illustrate: The Bible’s instruction, i.e. Ephesians 6:4, is not to be seen simply as friendly suggestion… 

 

a.  Bringing children up is a huge responsibility including both physical and spiritual nurturing… 

b. The action is continuous 

c. Christ is our great example… i.e. Ephesians 5:29 

Lesson:  1.   In the Christian home there is no room for the “tyrant” in contrary to the practice of Paul’s day… 

2.  The phrase in Ephesians 6:4 “…of the Lord…” modifies the whole verse and all of the instruction in it… 

  ** A godly father is first a “Christian…” 

  ** His whole approach must then be “Christ-like…” 

 

Application: 

 

B. A Godly Father Must Discipline and Instruct… 

1.  Discipline  “from the word disciple, therefore its goal is the formation of proper habits of behavior… 

    II Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 12:5-11 

Lesson: a.  God disciplines His children; sometimes it’s painful but always necessary for our eternal good… 

  b.  Don’t fail your children… Proverbs 13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 23:13-14; 29:15 

  c.  Lay down God’s Law…  Genesis 19:18 

 

2.  Instruction see Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

 

         a.    We must be taught God’s ways…  vs. 1 

b. The goal is loving obedience in the fear of God, vs. 1, 2, 5 

c. The blessing is God’s favor… vs. 3 

d. It has to be in our heart first… vs. 6 

e. The instruction must be both formal and informal… vs. 7-9 

 

Application: 1.  Live in faith and hope… Psalm 78:1-8; 94:12; Proverbs 22:6 

  2.  Take responsibility seriously… 

 


