
   EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW                                        p. 145 

 

Message #66                Matthew 19:1-12 

 

During Jesus’ day there were primarily two Pharisaical views about divorce.  Dr. Richard Lenski 

says the rabbinical school of Shammai took a strict (almost Roman Catholic) approach, forbidd-

ing any divorce ever.  The rabbinical school of Hillel took a lenient approach, allowing a divorce 

for any reason.  So this controversy is certainly not new.  Of course at the heart of this discussion 

is an attempt for the Pharisees to trap Jesus Christ. 

 

JESUS CHRIST RESPONDS TO THE SUBJECT OF DIVORCE NOT TO HEAP A 

LEGALISTIC CODE UPON ISRAEL, BUT TO ESTABLISH HOW  HARD -HEARTED 

AGAINST GOD’S WILL THEY WERE, EVEN WHEN IT CAME TO MARRIAGE. 

 

Keep in mind this nation at this point has totally rejected Jesus Christ.  They are hard-hearted in 

their rebellion against Him.  They do not want the will of God and they really aren’t interested in 

the Word of God. 

 

HEADING #1 – The  location  of Jesus Christ.  19:1 

 

Jesus finished talking about the topic of being a great disciple and He left Capernaum (17:24) 

and traveled down the east side of the Jordan, heading toward Jerusalem.  This was His last time 

in Capernaum. 

 

HEADING #2 – The  multitude  following Jesus Christ.  19:2 

 

The aorist tense indicates He healed them at one point in time–complete healing.  G. Campbell 

Morgan said there were four reasons people followed Jesus at this time: 1) Admiration;  

2) Healing; 3) Entrapment; and 4) Sincere interest–this was rare. 

 

HEADING #3 – The  Pharisees  test Jesus Christ.  19:3 

 

The word “test” is one that means the Pharisees have a malicious purpose in that they want to 

trap Jesus Christ.  Now as near as I can figure, the reason why they bring up divorce is because 

this subject is what got rid of John, the forerunner of Jesus Christ.  We may recall that it was 

John’s stand against Herod that got him jailed and killed (Matt. 14:3-5).  Undoubtedly the 

Pharisees are trying to create a political snare thinking that this subject may lead someone to kill 

Jesus, like John.  These Pharisees knew the divorce provision passages of Deut. 21:10-14 and 

Deut. 24:1-4.  They ask Jesus whether or not divorce for any reason is legitimate according to the 

Law of God.  Let’s ask this another way.  Is there anything wrong with using any reason at all to 

divorce a mate?  Does God frown on any kind of divorce?  Is it God’s will to divorce a mate no 

matter what the reason? 

 

HEADING #4 – Jesus  responds  to the Pharisees.  19:4-6 

 

(Response #1) - He asks them if they have ever read the  Bible .  19:4a 
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(Response #2) - He reminds them that in the beginning,  God  created male and female.  19:4b 

This is critical and it reveals several things: 1) God did not originally make provisions for 

polygamy; 2) God did not originally make provisions for divorce; 3) God did not originally make 

provisions for immorality; 4) God did not originally make provisions for homosexuality. 

 

Why? Because there was one male and one female. 

 

(Response #3) - He informs them that a marriage relationship is the  strongest  relationship there  

                              is.  19:5a 

This is how seriously God views this because He always says honor father and mother, and this 

relationship takes precedence over that. 

 

(Response #4) - He informs them that the marriage number is  two .  19:5b 

 

(Response #5) - He informs them that God views two joined together as a  unit .  19:6a 

 

(Response #6) - He informs them no man should separate what  God  has joined together.  19:6b 

God is sovereign even over bizarre marriages (Judges 14:1-4). 

 

HEADING #5 – The  Pharisees  respond to Jesus.  19:7 

 

The Pharisees say if this is so, why did Moses give a legal provision for divorce in the O.T.? 

 

HEADING #6 – Jesus responds to the  Pharisees .  19:8-9 

 

Jesus nails the Pharisees and gives us the crux of their problem: the hardness of your hearts.  By 

the way, the pronoun “your” aims this statement straight at these Pharisees.  In any divorce, the 

root cause is that someone has a hard heart to God’s Word and will.  Christ further says that 

God’s will is one man and one woman stay married and if there is a divorce for any reason other 

than immorality, and if there is a remarriage, in God’s mind there has been adultery.  Now 

adultery is forgivable (I Cor. 6:9-11), but hard-hearted people will not admit they have sinned 

against God and that was precisely the point of these Pharisees. 

 

HEADING #7 – Christ’s  disciples  respond to Christ.  19:10 

 

The disciples respond by saying to Jesus that if a man has been divorced from his wife, then it is 

better that he not marry.  If he has been hard-hearted and divorced his wife, it is better for him 

not to ever marry again since remarriage, except for immorality, would constitute adultery. 

 

HEADING #8 – Christ  responds  to His disciples.  19:11-12 

 

Not every man is able to receive this.  Not every man is able to remain single if they have been 

through a divorce.  Some men need a wife.  Some men need to be married.   
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Now there were eunuchs who literally castrated themselves so no sexual activity was possible. 

There were some who made this decision because of God’s kingdom. 

 

But not every man could receive this.  Not every man is cut out to be single after he has been 

married–only those “to whom it has been given.”  In I Cor. 7:7 the ability to refrain from having 

physical intimacy, thus remaining single, or the ability not to remain single is called a “gift from 

God.” 

 

Jesus is not saying that a person who has been divorced cannot ever be remarried; what He is 

saying is each person needs to carefully examine his or her own heart to determine what God’s 

gift is in this matter.  The problem was the Pharisees were so hard-hearted they did not care 

about the will or Word of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


