
Broken Week 31 

Live for God’s Name 

 

TURN TO Genesis 9 for a moment.  

 

A few weeks ago we finished up our series about the sins of control, and the launching point for 

that series was the story in Genesis 9, right after the flood, when Noah became drunk and lost 

control, and through his foolish nakedness brought great damage into his family.  

 

This morning we’re ready to continue forward in the book of Genesis, to discover the next major 

category of sins that we need to consider. After Genesis 9, Genesis 10 tells the story of how 

Noah’s sons and their families began to fill the earth again with people, and then we READ 

Genesis 11:1-4. We’ll come back to this story again in a few weeks, but the key phrase in verse 4 

is “make for ourselves a name.” This introduces a category of sins that centers upon pride, 

though it has other variations. 

 

God’s name is great, and God is making a name for himself. But as humans we want our name to 

be great and we want to make a name for ourselves. As we’ll see later, that’s actually rooted in 

good, God-given desires: but sin twists it into the ugly monster of pride and its nasty offspring 

like slander and jealousy. So this category of sin that we want to study could be called sins 

against God’s name.  

 

What’s remarkable is that last Sunday we learned about the meaning and significance of God’s 

name, Yahweh. That’s perfect, because the best way to begin this series about the sins against 

God’s name is to remind ourselves about God’s name and its importance. We already started that 

last Sunday. So you’d think I planned this, but I am not nearly that wise. The Lord had it planned 

and I didn’t even notice until this week.  

 

Let me make two introductory points:  

 

First, we have to let the Bible use the word “name” in a flexible way. God’s name includes His 

character, His reputation, and His personal name “Yahweh.” You don’t have to choose between 

those ideas: they will all mix together in these passages. God’s personal name Yahweh, his 

character, and his reputation are all bundled together in the concept of “God’s name.”  

 

Second introductory point: note that our church mission statement focuses very directly upon the 

unique greatness of God and His name. The statement doesn’t use the word “name,” but look at 

what it does say:  

 

For the glory of God, Grace Bible Church exists to make faithful followers of Christ. 

 

Faithful followers of Christ will glorify God by knowing His unique greatness, valuing this 

above all else, and living to make His greatness known to others. 

 
 

In other words, we are “Living for the fame of the true God.” 



 

 

The sins against God’s name are so dangerous because only Yahweh is uniquely great; and so He 

should be valued above everything else; and His greatness should be made known to everyone. 

All creation should spread God’s fame.  

 

My prayer this morning is that you might grasp in a fresh way the majesty of God’s name and 

the necessity of orienting our entire focus as a church family and your entire life around His 

name, so that whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, you do everything to the glory of 

God. Part of grasping the importance of something is seeing the biblical weight of it: so I’ve 

given you more than a handout, you have a whole booklet this morning that I hope might give 

you a tangible sense of what a major theme this is and how very significant God’s name is. 

 

For much of the sermon this morning I’ll just be reading verses to you. I won’t read all of the 

verses in the booklet – the references in bold will be the ones that I’ll read. And for the sake of 

reemphasizing what we learned last week, I’m going to try to substitute the word “Yahweh” 

instead of the translation tradition of using LORD. But before I do that, let me just remind us 

again that this is not a rule – many times in our teaching and preaching we’ll read LORD as the 

translation says. I’m going to do it this morning just because we want to make sure we 

understand that LORD in the translation represents the Hebrew Yahweh, God’s personal name. It 

represents the great I AM. And it is these very passages in which that is so important.  

 

Enough introduction: let’s listen to a sampling of what God Himself says about His name.     

 

How important is God’s name?  

 

1. God acts to make a name for Himself.  

 

We have to start here to make the contrast with Genesis 11:3 let us make for ourselves a name 

 

1 Kings 8:43 Hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which the 

foreigner calls to You, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know Your name, to fear 

You, as do Your people Israel. 

1 Chronicles 17:21 (NIV) And who is like your people Israel-- the one nation on earth whose 

God went out to redeem a people for himself, and to make a name for yourself? 

Nehemiah 9:10 You performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh, Against all his servants and 

all the people of his land; For You knew that they acted arrogantly toward them, And [You] 

made a name for Yourself as it is this day. 

Isaiah 63:12, 14 Who caused His glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, Who divided the 

waters before them to make for Himself an everlasting name, … You led Your people, To make 

for Yourself a glorious name. 

Isaiah 64:2 (NIV) Come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations 

to quake before you! 

Jeremiah 16:21 Behold, I am going to make them know-- This time I will make them know My 

power and My might; And they shall know that My name is the LORD. 



Jeremiah 32:20 [You] set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, and even to this day both in 

Israel and among mankind; and You have made a name for Yourself, as at this day. 

Ezekiel 20:9 But I acted for the sake of My name, that it should not be profaned in the sight of 

the nations among whom they lived, in whose sight I made Myself known to them by bringing 

them out of the land of Egypt. 

Ezekiel 36:22 Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "It is not for your 

sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name. 

Ezekiel 39:7 My holy name I will make known in the midst of My people Israel … and the 

nations will know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. 

Daniel 9:15 O Lord our God, who have brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a 

mighty hand and have made a name for Yourself… 

The city of Jerusalem, the temple, and the ark were called by His name: the city where I have 

chosen for Myself to put My name … the house that bears My Name … the ark that is called by 

the Name. (2 Sam. 6:2, 1 Chron. 13:6, Deut. 12:5, 2 Samuel 7:13, 1 Kings 5, 9, 11, 14, 2 Kings 

21, 1 Chron. 22, 2 Chron. 2, 7, 12, 20, 33, Psalm 74:7, Neh. 1, Ezra 6, Jer. 34:15, Dan. 9:18-19) 

 

Even though we’ve only read a brief sampling, you can see the contrast between this and Genesis 

11. In Genesis 11:3 they were going to make a name for themselves, but here, using the exact 

same words, God insists that He will make for Himself a name. That means to spread the 

knowledge of Yahweh and establish His reputation. That is what God is doing even today.  

 

So first, the Bible tells us that God is making a name for Himself.  

 

Second, the Bible describes God’s name. We’re not going to read any of these passages at this 

point, because they overlap with the next section. But we can just read the list:  

 

2. God’s name is 

a. Honored (Deut. 28:58-59) 

b. Awesome (Deut. 28:58-59, Ps. 99:3, 111:9) 

c. Great (Deut. 32:2, Josh. 7:9, 1 Sam. 12:22, 1 Ki. 8:42, Ps. 76:1, 99:3, Jer. 10:6, 

44:26, Eze. 36:23, Mal. 1:11) 

d. Mighty (Jer. 10:6, 16:21, 32:18) 

e. Holy (Lev. 20:3, 22:2, 32, 1 Chron. 16:10, 35, 29:16, Ps. 30:4, 33:21, 97:12, 99:3, 

103:1, 105:3, 106:47, 111:9, 145:21, Eze. 20:39, 36:20-22, 39:7, 43:7-8, Amos 

2:7, Is. 57:15) 

f. Glorious (1 Chron. 29:13, Neh. 9:5, Ps. 66:2, 72:19, 96:8, Is. 63:14) 

g. Exalted (Neh. 9:5, Ps. 148:13, Is. 12:4) 

h. Majestic (Ps. 8:1, 9, 93:1, Micah 5:4) 

i. Everlasting (Gen. 21:33, Ps. 102:12, 135:13, Is. 63:12) 

j. Most High: the only Name (Ps. 83:18, 92:1, Zech. 14:9) 

 

These are some of the biggest words that we have in human language. These words may be fairly 

familiar to a Christian. They can slip past us quickly. But it might catch your attention if you 

overheard your son seriously telling a friend, “I am glorious and exalted and majestic.” It 

wouldn’t slip easily past you if the president of your HOA sent out a newsletter in which she 



called herself honored, awesome, great, holy, glorious, exalted, majestic, and the only person 

who truly matters. This is unusually lofty language - a human being might be honored – they 

might win the Nobel prize for research in one narrow area of one field of science, or they might 

be mighty in one very limited sense – such as winning the home run derby at the baseball all-star 

game. But even those senses of honored or mighty are extremely limited. No human being has 

the slightest chance to be honored, awesome, great, mighty, holy, glorious, exalted, majestic, 

everlasting, and the only name.   

 

When human beings are great in their very limited sense, we give them a trophy or a prize or 

maybe we create a TV documentary about them. What should we do with God? What should be 

done with God’s name?  

 

Let’s just listen as the Bible describes this – again the hope is that as we read and read point after 

point it might begin to sink in to our hearts … wow, this is a lot. This is important.  

 

3. This should be done with God’s name:  

 

a. Sanctify His name 
 

Sanctifying God’s name means treating Yahweh as special, and unique, and holy, and worthy of 

all of your love and loyalty. It means to treat Him as the one and only God.  
 
Is. 29:23 They will sanctify My name; Indeed, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob and will 

stand in awe of the God of Israel. (Is. 8:13 It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as 

holy. And He shall be your fear, And He shall be your dread.) 

 

Closely related to this,  

 

b. Vindicate the holiness of His name 
 

Eze. 36:23 “I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the 

nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the 

LORD," declares the Lord GOD, "when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight.” 

 

The holiness of God’s name sometimes needs to be vindicated because His people live in a way 

that causes others to question, “If His people live like this, what is this God really like?” 

 

By the way, that phrase “Lord GOD” is odd – you see that Lord isn’t in all caps, but God is. This 

is a place where the translators run into a problem with their tradition of translating Yahweh as 

Lord. Because here you have Yahweh together with the normal Hebrew word for Lord. The 

Hebrew phrase here is Adonai Yahweh – but it would be really awkward to translate that Lord 

Lord. So the NASB, ESV, and KJV use Lord (small letters) GOD (in all caps). I think the NIV is 

actually much better with the phrase Sovereign LORD. That’s a much better way to render 

Adonai Yahweh.   

 



c. Be jealous for His name 
 

Eze. 39:25 I will be jealous for My holy name. 

 

God will carefully guard His unique glory, and I think we should be jealous for His name too. 

 

d. Seek / Desire His name 
 

Is. 26:8 We have waited for You eagerly; Your name, even Your memory, is the desire of our 

souls. 

Ps. 83:16 Fill [the wicked] with dishonor, that they may seek Your name, O LORD. 

Ps. 9:10 You, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You. 

Ps. 105:3 Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad. 

 

e. Know His name 
 

Jer. 16:21 Therefore behold, I am going to make them know-- this time I will make them know 

My power and My might; and they shall know that My name is the LORD. 

1 Ki. 8:43 (2 Chron. 6:33) that all the people of the earth may know Your name… 

Ps. 9:10 Those who know Your name will put their trust in You … O LORD. 

Is. 52:6 Therefore My people shall know My name. 

Jer. 9:24 Let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the 

LORD. 

 

f. Fear His name 
 

Fear can include fear in the sense of being afraid; it can also include awe, reverence, and the way 

we’ve often summarized it – big biblical thinking. Think about Yahweh in all of His fear-

deserving, awe-inspiring, reverence-producing greatness.  

 

Deut. 28:58 fear this honored and awesome name, the LORD your God 

1 Ki. 8:43 in order that all the peoples of the earth may know Your name, to fear You 

Neh. 1:11 O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and 

the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere [fear] Your name, 

Ps. 61:5 You have given me the inheritance of those who fear Your name. 

Ps. 86:11 Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your 

name. 

Ps. 102:15 So the nations will fear the name of the LORD And all the kings of the earth Your 

glory. 

Is. 59:19 So they will fear the name of the LORD from the west And His glory from the rising of 

the sun. 

Mal. 1:14 “I am a great King,” says the LORD of hosts, “and My name is feared among the 

nations.” 



Mal. 3:16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave attention 

and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD 

and who esteem His name. 

Mal. 4:2 But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its 

wings. 

 

If you watch as we continue reading more verses, you’ll see that some verses talk about God’s 

people; some talk about all people; and some talk about all creation. These verses we just read 

show that Yahweh’s name should be feared from the East to the west, by all the nations and all 

the kings.   

 

g. Stand in awe of His name 
 

Mal. 2:5 so he revered Me and stood in awe of My name. 

 

The word “he” at the beginning of that verse is talking about Levi, and God is talking to his 

descendants, the priests, reminding them that Levi revered Yahweh and stood in awe of His 

name.  

 

Is. 29:23 [They] will stand in awe of the God of Israel.  

 

h. Love His name 
 

Ps. 5:11 May You shelter them, that those who love Your name may exult in You. 

Ps. 69:36 Those who love His name will dwell in [the promised land]. 

 

i. Ascribe greatness to His name 
 

Deut. 32:3 I proclaim the name of the LORD; Ascribe greatness to our God! 

 

j. Esteem His name 

 

Mal. 3:16 A book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and 

who esteem His name. 

 

k. Trust His name 
 
Ps. 9:10 Those who know Your name will put their trust in You. 

Ps. 33:21 For our heart rejoices in Him, Because we trust in His holy name. 

Is. 50:10 Who is among you that fears the LORD, That obeys the voice of His servant, That 

walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. 

 

l. Bless His name 
 



Neh. 9:5 Arise, bless the LORD your God forever and ever! O may Your glorious name be 

blessed and exalted above all blessing and praise! 

Ps. 96:2 Sing to the LORD, bless His name; proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to 

day. 

Ps. 100:4 Bless His name. 

Ps. 103:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. 

Ps. 145:1-2, 21 I will bless Your name forever and ever. Every day I will bless You … all flesh 

will bless His holy name forever and ever. 

Dan. 2:20 Daniel said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power 

belong to Him.” 

2 Sam. 22:47 (Ps. 18:27) The LORD lives, and blessed be my rock; and exalted be God, the rock 

of my salvation. 

 

Then I placed the words of Job last, because they come from such deep suffering:  

 

Job 1:21 [Job] said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I shall return there. The 

LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD." 

 

That is certainly big biblical thinking about God.  

 

m. Willingly sacrifice to His name 
 

This reminds us that Yahweh owns all things and is worthy of all things. So 
 

Ps 54:6 Willingly I will sacrifice to You; I will give thanks to Your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
Ps. 96:8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of His name; Bring an offering and come into His courts. 

 

n. Confess His name 
 
That probably means to confess your faith in Him and allegiance to Him. 

 

1 Kings 8:33, 35 When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy, because they have 

sinned against You, if they turn to You again and confess Your name… and when they pray 

toward this place and confess your name and turn from their sin… 

 

Sometimes we can deny His name in words or actions, so it is important to return and confess 

His name. That will go together with the next point:  

 

o. Call on His name 
 

Elijah, on Mt. Carmel, says to the priests of Baal: 

1 Kings 18:24 “Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the LORD, 

and the God who answers by fire, He is God.” 

Ps. 80:18 Revive us, and we will call upon Your name. 

Ps. 105:1 (1 Chron. 16:8) Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name. 



Is. 12:4 Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. 

Joel 2:32 And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD will be delivered. 

Zech. 13:9 They will call on My name, And I will answer them; I will say, 'They are My people,' 

And they will say, 'The LORD is my God.' 

 

We won’t return to that line from Joel this week, but next Sunday that will be an important part 

of the message.   

 

p. Act / Walk in His name 
 
Another well-known story, in 1 Samuel 17 as David faces Goliath: 

Ps. 44:5 Through You we will push back our adversaries; Through Your name we will trample 

down those who rise up against us. 

1 Sam. 17:45 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a 

javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 

whom you have taunted. 

 

Now the next reference from 1 Chronicles 14 isn’t as well known as the David and Goliath story, 

but this is one of my favorite verses in the Bible. Asa was a king of Judah who had spiritual 

courage. He removed the idol worship from the nation; he commanded the people to seek 

Yahweh. The nation grew strong and Asa had a large army. But then a far greater army came 

against them. And instead of trusting in Himself, Asa cast himself upon Yahweh as the only 

help:  

2 Chron. 14:11 Then Asa called to the LORD his God and said, "LORD, there is no one besides 

You to help in the battle between the powerful and those who have no strength; so help us, O 

LORD our God, for we trust in You, and in Your name have come against this multitude. O 

LORD, You are our God; let not man prevail against You." 

 

Those are beautiful confessions and expressions of trust. I especially love that phrase “those who 

have no strength.” Asa is talking about himself and his people, even though they had a great 

army. But he knew that the greatest human strength is nothing compared to God. So Yahweh, 

there is no one besides You to help. What a God-honoring prayer that is, and God certainly 

answered it and delivered Judah. 

 

Micah 4:5 (NIV) All the nations may walk in the name of their gods; we will walk in the name of 

the LORD our God for ever and ever. 

 

To act or walk in God’s name is to orient all of your life toward Him.  

 

q. Swear by His name 
 

Deut. 6:13 You shall fear only the LORD your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by 

His name. 

Deut. 10:20 You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and you 

shall swear by His name. 



Jer. 12:16 Then if they will really learn the ways of My people, to swear by My name, 'As the 

LORD lives'… 
 

The word “swear” here is referring to taking an oath, or making a promise, and often times this 

would be done by referring to a higher authority. Like maybe a politician with a Bible. So the 

idea here is that if you are going to refer to the highest possible authority, then it had better be 

God. To swear by anything else would suggest that something else is greater than God. So swear 

by Yahweh’s name.  

 

r. Exult in His name 
 

We’ve already read several of these Psalms, but look at the words of Hannah in 1 Samuel 2: 

 

Ps. 5:11 But let all who take refuge in You be glad, Let them ever sing for joy; And may You 

shelter them, That those who love Your name may exult in You. 

Ps. 9:2 I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High. 

Ps. 68:4 Sing to God, sing praises to His name … whose name is the LORD, and exult before 

Him. 

1 Sam. 2:1 Then Hannah prayed and said, "My heart exults in the LORD.” 

 

One dictionary says that exult means “to show or feel a lively or triumphant joy.” 

 

In the last few sections here we’ve heard the words of Elijah the prophet; the words of David, 

who was just an unwanted shepherd boy when he faced Goliath; the words of Asa, a great king; 

and now the words of Hannah, a mom. Everyone can exult in Yahweh’s greatness.   

 

Or, to use the words of our next point, everyone can:  

 

s. Rejoice / Be glad in His name 
 

It’s a command: 
 
Ps. 9:2 I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High. 

Ps. 33:21 For our heart rejoices in Him, because we trust in His holy name. 

Ps. 97:12 Be glad in the LORD. 

Ps. 105:3 Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad. 

 

t. Give thanks to His name 
 

1 Chron. 16:35 Then say, "Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather us and deliver us from 

the nations, To give thanks to Your holy name.” 

Ps. 30:4 Sing praise to the LORD, you His godly ones, and give thanks to His holy name. 

Ps. 44:8 We will give thanks to Your name forever. 

Ps. 54:6 I will give thanks to Your name, O LORD, for it is good. 

Ps. 69:30 I will praise the name of God with song and magnify Him with thanksgiving. 



Ps. 92:1 It is good to give thanks to the LORD and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High. 

Ps. 97:12 Be glad in the LORD, you righteous ones, and give thanks to His holy name. 

Ps. 106:47 Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the nations, To give thanks to 

Your holy name And glory in Your praise. 

Ps. 122:3-4 Jerusalem … to which the tribes go up … to give thanks to the name of the LORD.  

Ps. 142:7 Bring my soul out of prison, so that I may give thanks to Your name. 

Is. 25:1 O LORD, You are my God.… I will give thanks to Your name. 

2 Sam. 22:50 I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the nations, And I will sing praises to 

Your name. 

 

u. Give honor to His name 

 

Mal. 1:6 “Where is My honor …. O priests who despise My name?” 

Mal. 2:2 take it to heart to give honor to My name… 

 

v. Boast in His name 
 

Ps. 20:7 Some boast in chariots and some in horses, But we will boast in the name of the LORD, 

our God. 

Ps. 44:8 In God we have boasted all day long, And we will give thanks to Your name forever. 

Ps. 34:2 My soul will make its boast in the LORD; The humble will hear it and rejoice. 

 

w. Tell of His name among His people 
 

“Tell of His name” probably means to celebrate His fame or talk about His greatness. 

 

Ps. 102:21 That men may tell of the name of the LORD in Zion And His praise in Jerusalem, 

Ps. 22:22 I will tell of Your name to my brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise You. 

 

x. Praise His name 
 

Many of these references also refer to singing, though I didn’t make that a separate point. 
 

1 Chron. 29:13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

Ps. 7:17 I will give thanks to the LORD according to His righteousness And will sing praise to 

the name of the LORD Most High. 

Ps. 9:2 I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High. 

Ps. 18:49 Therefore I will give thanks to You among the nations, O LORD, And I will sing 

praises to Your name. 

Ps. 22:22 I will tell of Your name to my brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise You. 

Ps. 30:4 Sing praise to the LORD, you His godly ones, and give thanks to His holy name. 

Ps. 48:10 As is Your name, O God, so is Your praise to the ends of the earth. 

 



That phrase is a little hard to understand in English, but the meaning is pretty simple, as the UBS 

handbook says: “Yahweh’s fame has spread over all the world, evoking praise from all peoples 

everywhere.” Picture his fame spreading, and the praise spreading with it.  

 

Ps. 61:8 I will sing praise to Your name forever. 

Ps. 66:4 All the earth will worship You, and will sing praises to You; They will sing praises to 

Your name. 

Ps. 68:4 Sing to God, sing praises to His name … whose name is the LORD. 

Ps. 74:21 Let the afflicted and needy praise Your name. 

Ps. 92:1 It is good to give thanks to the LORD and to sing praises to Your name. 

Ps. 99:3 Let them praise Your great and awesome name; Holy is He. 

Ps. 113:1, 3 Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, Praise the name of the LORD…. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting The name of the LORD is to be praised. 

Ps. 135:1 Praise the LORD! Praise the name of the LORD; Praise Him, O servants of the LORD. 

Ps. 145:2, 21 I will praise Your name forever and ever…. My mouth will speak the praise of the 

LORD, And all flesh will bless His holy name forever and ever. 

Ps. 148:1-5, 11-13 (NIV) Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD from the heavens, praise him in 

the heights above. 2 Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 3 Praise him, 

sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars. 4 Praise him, you highest heavens and you 

waters above the skies. 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they 

were created…. kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, 12 young 

men and maidens, old men and children. 13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name 

alone is exalted; his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

Ps. 149:3 Let them praise His name with dancing; Let them sing praises to Him with timbrel and 

lyre. 

Is. 12:5 Praise the LORD in song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be known 

throughout the earth. 

 

y. Exalt His name 
 

Neh. 9:5 O may Your glorious name be blessed and exalted above all blessing and praise! 

Ps. 34:3 O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together. 

 

That’s a verse that could be like a theme verse for us as a church, based on our mission 

statement! 

 

Is. 25:1 O LORD, You are my God; I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name; For You 

have worked wonders, Plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness. 

2 Sam. 22:47 (Ps. 18:27) The LORD lives … and exalted be God, the rock of my salvation. 

Ps. 99:5, 9 Exalt the LORD our God. 

Is. 2:11, 17 The LORD alone will be exalted in that day…. The pride of man will be humbled and 

the loftiness of men will be abased; And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 

 

z. Proclaim the greatness of His name 

 



Deut. 32:3 For I proclaim the name of the LORD; Ascribe greatness to our God! 

Ex. 9:16 (NIV) I have raised you [Pharaoh] up for this very purpose, that I might show you my 

power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth. 

 

aa. Make His name and deeds known 
 

Ps 105:1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the 

peoples. 

Is. 12:4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known 

His deeds among the peoples; Make them remember that His name is exalted." 

Is. 66:19 I will set a sign among them and will send survivors from them to the nations: Tarshish, 

Put, Lud, Meshech, Rosh, Tubal and Javan, to the distant coastlands that have neither heard My 

fame nor seen My glory. And they will declare My glory among the nations. 

 

bb. Magnify His name 
 

Magnify means to help others see the greatness of His name. 
 

1 Chron. 17:24 Let Your name be established and magnified forever. 

Ps. 34:3 O magnify the LORD with me. 

Ps. 69:30 I will praise the name of God with song and magnify Him with thanksgiving. 

 

cc. Glorify His name 
 

Psalm 86:9, 12 All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, 

And they shall glorify Your name…. I will give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

And will glorify Your name forever. 

Is. 24:14-16 They raise their voices, they shout for joy; They cry out from the west concerning 

the majesty of the LORD. 15 Therefore glorify the LORD in the east, The name of the LORD, the 

God of Israel, In the coastlands of the sea. 16 From the ends of the earth we hear songs, "Glory 

to the Righteous One.” 

 

dd. Glory in His name 
 
1 Chron. 16:10 (Ps. 105:3) Glory in His holy name. 

 

ee. Ascribe the glory due to His name 
 

Ps. 29:2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to His name. 

 

ff. Give glory to His name 
 

Ps 115:1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory Because of Your 

lovingkindness, because of Your truth. 

 



gg. Sing the glory of His name 
 

Ps. 66:2 Sing the glory of His name; Make His praise glorious. 

 

hh. Ascribe to Him the glory of His name 
 

Ps. 96:8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of His name; Bring an offering and come into His courts. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

A good summary of these things comes in the words that Israel sang after their redemption from 

Egypt –  

Exodus 15:1-3 Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said, "I will 

sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 2 

"The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God, and I 

will praise Him; My father's God, and I will extol Him. 3 "The LORD is a warrior; The LORD is 

His name. 

 

Remember that they had only learned the name Yahweh just shortly before this. But when they 

watched Yahweh’s redemption, they quickly became convinced that Yahweh is great. Those who 

know Yahweh, the one true God, talk like this and sing like this: they have a big view of God, 

and they energetically talk about and sing about God’s greatness. 

 

So we have seen extensive biblical evidence to support the goal of our church mission statement, 

that we would know God’s unique greatness, value it above all else, and live to make his 

greatness known to others. God calls His people to live for His fame.  

 

Now there is much more to be said about this: starting with the question “How does all of this 

connect to Jesus?” So we have much more to explore next Sunday.  

 

But as we finish up this week, I want to bring up this question: “What if my heart is dull toward 

these things?” What if, instead of feeling like exulting and exalting and singing and rejoicing in 

this God, I actually feel kind of bored and can’t wait for this service to end?  

 

This is a question I’ve asked myself this week – how can my heart be dull toward the majesty of 

God?  

 

Two answers have been especially meaningful for me. The first connects back to Pastor Eric’s 

sermon from Haggai two weeks ago. Remember that in Haggai, the people had finished their 

own homes, while the work on the temple had hardly begun.  

 

There is a puzzle piece that connects Haggai with our message this morning: one of the clearest 

Old Testament themes about God’s name is that the city of Jerusalem and the temple were for 

God’s name. (see the front of their handout) That is referred to so many times in the Old 

Testament that I didn’t even try to get it all into your notes this morning – I even just referenced 



entire chapters. The city and temple were for God’s name. And the people knew this, for Haggai 

1:2 quotes the people as saying “The Time has not come, even the time for the house of Yahweh 

to be rebuilt.” 

 

And so when the people neglected the work of the temple, they were neglecting God’s name. 

And based on what we’ve seen this morning, you can’t do that.  

 

Gratefully, the end of Haggai 1 says that the people repented and “showed reverence for 

Yahweh.”  

 

So I picture this as an illustration: I picture the Israelites’ homes as representing their own name, 

their own reputation. And I picture the temple as representing God’s name, and God’s reputation. 

And the people were much more concerned with building their own homes than God’s – just as I 

am often far more concerned about building up my name than God’s.  

 

In other words, if my heart is dull about the greatness of God, maybe that is because I have been 

so focused on my reputation, my fame, and what everyone thinks of me. I’ve been building the 

house of my name, unconcerned about his name.  

 

Then the other very powerful answer for me is Matt. 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 

shall see God.”  

 

Sin blinds us to all that is most important and most valuable. Sin blinds us to danger, blinds us to 

eternity, and most importantly blinds us to the majesty of God’s name, so that we can look at 

someone who infinitely exceeds all human greatness, and not care.  

 

If your heart is dull, you have a tool that you can take now and read through, think about, pray 

about, asking God to open up your heart to exult in His name. Our church exists for that. You 

were created for that.  

 

Ps. 9:10 You, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You. 

Ps. 105:3 Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  


