
SERMON OUTLINE 
 
In Mark 15:1-15 we witness Jesus being delivered 3 times. 
 
I. Jesus is delivered to Pilate. 
 
 A. By the Sanhedrin (v. 1) 
 
 B. For questioning (vs. 2-5). 
 
II. Jesus is delivered to the crowd. 
 
 A. Because it was Pilate’s custom (vs. 6-9). 
 
 B. Because Pilate saw the chief priests’ envy 

(v. 10-11). 
 
 C. In spite of His innocence (vs. 12-14). 
 
III. Jesus is delivered to be crucified (v. 15). 
  



BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, June 19, 2016                                                      Passage: Mark 15:1-15 

Memory Passage: Mark 15:15 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Mark 15:1-15. Who was Pilate (cf. Luke 3:1) and why did the religious leaders send Jesus to him? 

(b) Given Pilate’s first question (v. 2), what plans or accusations do you think the “consultation” between the religious 
leaders included? Now read Luke 23:2 & John 18:30-31 to see a fuller description of their accusations. Record what you 
learn. 

(c) Why was the accusation that Jesus claimed to be King of the Jews of interest to Pilate? 

(d) Did Jesus claim to be King of the Jews (cf. Mark 11:1-11 with Zech. 9:9 & Mark 12:35-37)? 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Mark 15:1-15. Why was Jesus’ response in v. 2 so non-committal?  

(b) Why did Jesus remain silent, and why did this “amaze” Pilate? 

(c) Why did the envy of the chief priests cause Pilate to ask the crowd if they wanted Jesus released instead of 
Barabbas? 

(d) Why did the chief priests move from fear of the crowds (11:32 & 14:1-2) to manipulation of the crowds (15:11)? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Mark 15:1-15. What do Pilate’s questions to the crowd (vs. 9, 12,14) reveal about his thoughts about Jesus? 

(b) What does Pilate’s reasoning (“wishing to satisfy the crowd”) tell you about his character? About his role in 
Jerusalem?  

(c)  Why do you think the crowd was so quickly stirred to mob mentality? 

(d) Scourging (i.e. beaten by a whip with leather thongs imbedded with metal, rock, and sometimes hooks), was a very 
violent form of punishment. Why would Pilate sentence Jesus to such a brutal act prior to ordering his crucifixion? 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Mark 15:1-15, Matt 27:11-25, & John 18:28-30. Write down all the details you learn from Matthew & 
John’s accounts that Mark did not include. 

(b) Meditate upon all the details the Bible gives about Pilate’s conversation with Jesus, his wife, and his interactions 
with the crowd. Now write a paragraph, from Pilate’s point of view, describing his internal thoughts and turmoil from 
start to finish. 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Mark 15:1-15. By doing what was expedient Pilate refused to do what was right. Write down several 
principles you learn about standing up for truth and righteousness from the thoughts & actions of Pilate, the crowd, and 
the high priests. 

(b) In what ways can mob mentality bring damage to the church and her witness, and how can we avoid such incidents? 

(c) The crowds and high priests were thirsty for blood yet Jesus was silent? How can you apply this to (1) your prayers 
for the persecuted church throughout the world, and (2) your own future actions as you contemplate possible increased 
persecution against Christians in America? 

(d) Contemplate the theological significance of Barabbas, the one guilty of murderous insurrection, being released 
while Jesus, the one innocent of all sin, is sent to his death. Barabbas’ cross occupied by Jesus. The fall of Jerusalem in 
AD 70 brought about by unrest caused by insurrectionists (was Barabbas among them?) and Israel’s rejection of their 
Messiah compared with the salvation of sinners brought about by the death and resurrection of the Sinless One.  

DATE: June 19, 2016                         PASSAGE: Mark 15:1-15  

Crucify Him! 


