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For this week:  
● God the Creator, guarantor of His promises 40:12-31 (part 2 v21-31) 

● God the Lord of history, guarantor of His promises 41:1-7 

 

Context  

● In the book of the Servant: How will God’s people be redeemed from captivity? 

● Change in form from judgment in Is 1-39 to comfort in Is 40-66 

● Isaiah’s message:  

○ Judgment of Is 39 will come.   

○ Judgment is not the end for God’s people. After the judgment comes comfort. 

○ Comfort is more abundant than judgment.  

○ Comfort is for the whole world. 

 

Structure of the section 

Three voices of comfort  40:1-11 

Guaranteed by God as Creator 40:12-31 Guaranteed by God as the Lord of history 41:1-7 

Three pictures of consolation 41:8-20 

 

 

  



 

God the Creator - guarantor of His promises (40:12-31) 

● The Creator as the King of Kings. 40:21-24 

21 Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not 

understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its 

inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a 

tent to dwell in; 23 who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 24 

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows 

on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.  

● v21 Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

○ Challenging God’s people, who should have known the omnipotent Creator 

○ Chiastic: know - hear - hear - know. 

○ Two sources: (1) from His word (2) from His creation  

● V22-23 Three clauses describing God 

○ It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like 

grasshoppers;  

■ God on His heavenly throne rules and maintains the earth 

■ Contrast its inhabitants: small and powerless. 

○ (It is he) who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a 

tent to dwell in;  

■ God created and controls the heavens 

■ Curtain.  Light and thin veil. 

○ (It is he) who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as 

emptiness.  

■ God is the Lord of history 

■ Reassurance in the face of the coming Babylonian captivity  

■ emptiness.  As Gen 1:2 without form and void. Lacking meaning and 

purpose. 

● V24 Transience of human government 

○ Scarcely.  Hardly in place before removed. 

○ Planted.  Passive tense: done to them by God. 

○ he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like 

stubble 

■ Picture of plants withering to stubble and carried off by the wind. 

■ Done by God 

 

  



 

● The Creator as the Lord of the heavens.  40:25-26 

25 To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes 

on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; 

by the greatness of his might and because he is strong in power, not one is missing.  

● V25 To whom then will you compare me 

○ Re v18 

○ None compares with God 

● V25 says the Holy One 

○ Morally perfect 

○ Separate from His creation 

● V26 The LORD’s power shown in the heavens 

○ He created the stars 

○ He...brings out their host by number, calling them all by name. 

■ Picture of an army being mustered. 

○ He maintains them by His power. 

 

  



 

● The Creator as the faithful One. 40:27-31 

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is 

disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting 

God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 

unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 30 

Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they who wait for the 

LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

● v27 The people’s complaint 

○ Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, 

and my right is disregarded by my God”? 

■ Why do you say.   A common complaint of unbelief 

■ O Jacob, and speak, O Israel.  Reminding them of their origin 

■ My way is hidden from the LORD.  Saying that God is not omnipotent; 

He does not see His people’s plight. 

■ my right is disregarded by my God.  Saying that they have the right 

(apart from God) to be vindicated, and God is ignoring that right. 

● V28 The truth 

○ Have you not known? Have you not heard?  

■ As v21 More rhetorical questions to His people 

○ The truth about God 

■ Eternal: not limited by time 

■ Creator: not limited by space 

■ He does not  grow weary. 

■ His understanding has no limit.  He fully understands all of creation, but 

cannot be fully understood by man. 

● V29 The people’s restoration 

○ He gives power to the faint 

■ God’s understanding extends to His people:  

● He knows their weakness 

● He shares His power with them. 

■ Faint: inherently weak. 

■ Weary: exhausted by the hardness of life 

■ Youths...young men: choicest, most fit, in the prime of life. 

■ Wait: hope in, trust in, rest in.  Participle > continuing relationship. 

■ Renew: To put on afresh 

■ Strength: a new kind of strength, as if men became eagles 

● Mounting up and soaring 

● Not weary (overcome by life) 

● Not faint (inherently weak) 

 

  



God the Lord of history, guarantor of His promises 41:1-7 

● Call to hear. 41:1 

1 Listen to me in silence, O coastlands; let the peoples renew their strength; let them approach, then let 

them speak; let us together draw near for judgment.  

● V1 Listen to me in silence, O coastlands 

○ All nations called before the LORD 

● V1 let the peoples renew their strength; let them approach, then let them speak 

○ Gird themselves. 

○ Present their case 

● V1 let us together draw near for judgment. 

○ Judgment to be rendered. 

  



 

● God is the Lord of history. 41:2-4 

2 Who stirred up one from the east whom victory meets at every step? He gives up nations before him, 

so that he tramples kings underfoot; he makes them like dust with his sword, like driven stubble with his 

bow. 3 He pursues them and passes on safely, by paths his feet have not trod. 4 Who has performed and 

done this, calling the generations from the beginning? I, the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he.  

● V2-4a Question  

○ Who stirred up one from the east  

whom victory meets at every step?  

■ One from the east.  

● An unnamed conqueror.  To illustrate a principle. 

● Later will refer to Cyrus. 

■ Stirred up. Incited to act. 

■ Asking who is responsible for history. 

○ whom victory meets at every step 

■ Better: whom righteousness meets at every step. Who accomplishes the 

LORD’s purpose. 

○ He gives up nations before him, 

■ There is One orchestrating the affairs of nations. 

○ tramples kings underfoot 

■ The violence of history 

○ paths his feet have not trod. 

■ Moving so swiftly his feet do not seem to touch the ground. 

○ Who has performed and done this,  

calling the generations from the beginning? 

■ Restating the question. 

■ calling the generations.   

● Announcing 

● Calling by name 

● Calling on 

■ From the beginning  

● No nation came into being apart from God. 

● V4b Answer 

○ I, the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he. 

■ the first, and with the last; 

● Eternal and unchanging over all history. 

■ I am he. As Ex ? I AM 

  



 

● The pathetic alternative 41:5-7 

5 The coastlands have seen and are afraid; the ends of the earth tremble; they have drawn near and 

come. 6 Everyone helps his neighbor and says to his brother, “Be strong!” 7 The craftsman strengthens 

the goldsmith, and he who smooths with the hammer him who strikes the anvil, saying of the soldering, 

“It is good”; and they strengthen it with nails so that it cannot be moved. 

● V5 fear 

○ The coastlands have seen and are afraid; 

■ Of the God who can move nations  

● V6 self-help 

○ Seeking strength in each other 

○ No repentance and turning to God 

● V7 idolatry 

○ Doubling down on idolatry 

○ Note the absurdity 

■ The idol is validated by men. 

■ The idol must be strengthened by men. 

  



Discussion 

We will break into three groups for discussion.  The questions are 

1. God the Creator (40:21-26) 

a. The King of kings 

b. The Lord of the heavens 

2. God the Creator (40:27-31) 

a. The faithful One 

3. God the Lord of History (41:1-7) 

a. The One who move kingdoms 

b. The pathetic alternative 

For next week:   

● Guaranteed consolation 41:8-20 
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