
Angels and Demons 

Having looked at the doctrine and attributes of God, we now turn to see what the 

Bible teaches about the rest of the created world. 

• This reminds us that there are only two kinds of things in existence: the 

[uncreated] Creator and the [created] creation. 

Instead of looking first at the doctrine of man, we will consider the created beings 

in the heavenly realm called angels. 

In many reformed circles, little to no attention is paid to the unseen angelic realm. 

• This is likely due to an over-correction of the abuse of many Catholics, who 

often worship and pray to angels, and the abuse of Charismatics, who see a 

demon hiding under every rock, and the cause of everything from flat tires 

to debt. 

To compound the problem, we live in a highly scientific world, whose worldview 

teaches that unless something can be observed or measured, it is to be rejected 

as foolishness and pre-scientific myth. 

• Because of this skepticism of any world or any beings beyond those of our 

senses, modern people have by and large lost touch with the supernatural 

and preternatural. 

Though Christians believe in God, many have unwittingly absorbed enough of the 

anti-supernaturalism of their culture that belief in angels seems foreign to them. 

As John Frame says, “It seems that belief in God is hard enough. Why add further 

difficulty by bringing angels into it?”1 

But if we are to take the Bible seriously, and even more, literally, we must deal 

with these supernatural beings that pervade the pages of Scripture. 

In fact, the Scripture itself mentions angels over 300 times, which means we 

would be wise to take angels into account in the decisions of our lives. 

                                                           
1 John Frame, Systematic Theology (P & R: Phillipsburg, 2014), 777. 



Angels 

As Frames notes, words translated “angel” occur 203 times in the ESV, and similar 

being appear under other names, such as “living creatures”, “cherubim”, 

“seraphim”, “sons of God”, “sons of the mighty”, “spirits”, “holy ones”, 

“watchers”, as well as the beings Paul calls “the principalities and powers in the 

heavenly places.” Even the “horses and chariots of fire” of 2 Kn. 6 were evidently 

driven by angels. 

Two of them appear by name: Gabriel (Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Luke 1:19, 26) and 

Michael (Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 9; Rev. 12:7). 

The angels are vast in number, as indicated by terms such as “hosts”, “camp”, 

“legions”, and “thousands.”2 

Though these beings appear often in the biblical story, Scripture never directly 

discusses their creation or nature3, and seems to be more concerned about the 

work of angels than about their nature. 

However, the Scriptures do give us a small picture of their story: 

• In Rev. 12:3-4, an apocalyptic passage full of powerful imagery, the apostle 

John describes a “sign that appears in the heavens.” Of it he says, “Behold, 

a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven 

diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them 

to the earth.” 
 

- Though somewhat cryptic, most theologians are in agreement that this 

likely is retelling the story of the great rebellion that took place in the 

heavens sometime before Genesis 3. 
 

- Basically, there was an angelic coup d’état, wherein Satan, as leader of 

the opposition party, tried to overthrow the Lord GOD’s government 

                                                           
2 These references were taken from Frame, 771. 
3 It should be noted that in many instances, when angels are beheld by mere mortals, the result is terror and fear. 
However, in other instances (e.g. Gen. 18), these angelic beings are able to take on the appearance of humans (cf. 
Hebrews 13:2). 



and rule. Again, we are not given many details (apart from other cryptic 

passages such as Isa. 14 and Eze. 28), but it seems that this mutiny is 

quickly and severely dealt with by the LORD of hosts. When the dust is 

all settled, Satan and a third of the angels – those who joined him in his 

plot to overthrow God’s rule – have been excommunicated from the 

heavens and given the earth as an habitation. 

If this is correct, then the remaining two-thirds of the angels who did not rise up 

in rebellion against YHWH were not eternally cursed, and thus are still granted the 

privilege of being YHWH’s messengers and workers. 

Regarding these remaining “good” angels, they carry out many God-given duties 

that the Scriptures enumerate: 

• They are YHWH’s attendants, standing in His presence, worshiping Him day 

and night (Job 38:7; Isa. 6; Psa. 103:20; 148:2; Rev. 5:11). 
 

• Some of them surround YHWH in His theophanic glory-cloud (2 Sam. 22:11; 

Psa. 18:10; 80:1; 99:1; Isa. 37:16). 
 

• They guard God’s sanctuary against intrusion, first in Eden (Gen. 3:24), later 

by their symbolic presence in the tabernacle and temple (Exo. 25-26, 36-37; 

1 Kn. 6-8). The images of the cherubim in the temple picture their presence 

with the Lord Himself on His heavenly throne. 

In redemptive history, angels serve as God’s messengers to human beings: 

• Often they were ministers of God’s word to His people (especially before 

they had their own Scriptures). 
 

• They appeared to, ministered to, and protected, key ‘players’ in the drama 

of God’s redemptive plan (e.g. Abraham, Jacob, Elisha, etc. in the OT, and 

apostles like Peter and Paul in the NT [Acts 5:19; 8:26; 12:7ff., 23; 27:23; 

Rev.1:1]). 
 

• They announced the giving of the law (Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19; Heb. 2:2). 
 



• They announce key events in the great events of salvation (Dan. 8:16; 9:21; 

10:5-6; Matt. 1:20-21; Luke 1:11, 26; Rev. 18:21; 19:17; 22:6, 16). 

Angels had a special ministry in their relation to Jesus: 

• Luke 1:26-38 (Gabriel’s words to Mary). 
 

• Luke 2:8-14 – the multitude of heavenly host praising God for Jesus’ birth. 
 

• During Jesus’ wearying 40 days of fasting and temptation, Mark tells us that 

angels were dispatched to minister to Him (1:12-13). Matthew notes that 

they especially ministered to Him after passing this test (4:11). 
 

• As Jesus agonizingly prays in Gethsemane, we are told that an angel from 

heaven appeared to strengthen Him in this (Luke 22:43).4 
 

• After Jesus is raised from the dead, angels guard His tomb and deliver 

messages for His apostles and followers (Matt. 28:2-7, etc.; Acts 1:10). 
 

• Finally, when Jesus returns, they will join again in the great events (Matt. 

16:27; 25:31; Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; 2 Thes. 1:7; Jude 14; Rev. 5:2, etc.), and 

have been commissioned to gather the elect (Matt. 24:31) and cast the 

ungodly into the fire (13:41, 49). 

As concerns us, we may say, generally speaking, that God’s angels are His divinely 

appointed “ministering spirits” who have been “sent out to serve for the sake of 

those who are to inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14). 

To summarize: the unfallen angels adore God and seek to carry out His purposes 

in the world, most notably: 

1. Bringing God’s Word 

2. Fighting God’s battles 

3. Ministering to God’s people 

Satan and Demons 

                                                           
4 Many manuscripts do not include verses 43 and 44. 



 


