
PARABLES OF EXPECTANT FAITHFULNESS MATTHEW 24:45–25:13 JUNE 18, 2017 
 

Jesus Christ will return suddenly for the final judgment, but no one knows the day or the hour. 

Therefore, Christians must always be prepared, watching faithfully for his coming. 

I. The Setting: Jesus' Prophetic Sermon (Chapters 24-25) 

A. Jesus' Purpose: To Prepare His Disciples for His Departure and Return 

B. Jesus Warns of False Teachers and Coming Persecutions (24:4-14) 

C. Jesus Predicts the Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple (24:15-28, 32-35) 

D. Jesus Predicts His Glorious Return and the Final Judgment (24:27, 29-31, 36-44) 

E. Jesus Tells Four Parables to Apply His Teaching (24:45-25:46) 

II. The Parable of the Faithful or Unfaithful Servant (24:45-51) 

A. The Faithful and Wise Servant (24:45-47) 

B. The Wicked, Unfaithful Servant (24:48-51) 

C. Lesson: Watch Faithfully for Christ Might Return Sooner Than You Think 

III. The Parable of the Virgins (25:1-13) 

A. The Five Wise Virgins (22:2) 

B. The Five Foolish Virgins (7:21-23) 

C. Lesson: Watch Faithfully for Christ Might Return Later Than You Think 

IV. Application 

A. Are You Ready for Christ’s Return? 

B. Are You Faithfully Watching for Christ’s Return? 

“The purpose of the eschatological discourse is not to give a detailed sequence of events but to provide . . . instructions in 

view of the catastrophe coming on Jerusalem, in view of God’s ultimate victory, and in view of the distractions that keep 

people from living as they should. The focus is on deception, difficulties, persecution, tribulation, the coming of the Son of 

Man, the uncertainty of the time of his coming, and exhortations to watch, which is a metaphor for active and diligent 

service.”—Klyne Snodgrass, Stories with Intent 

“There shall be no time for repentance, or a change of mind, when the Lord appears: all shall be taken as they are, and 

reap according to what they have sown. Believers shall be caught up to glory, honour, and eternal life; unbelievers shall be 

left behind to shame and everlasting contempt. Blessed and happy are they who are of one hearts in following Christ!” 

—J. C. Ryle 

Reflection and Application Questions (for personal reflection and family conversation): 

1. Does anyone on earth know when Christ will return? Can anyone predict the day or the hour? 

2. How often do you reflect on the return of Christ? How often should his coming be on your mind? 

3. What does it look like to watch faithfully for Christ’s return? 


