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A PERFECT TEN 
The First Commandment 

  America The Beautiful 
Key bank deposit $7000 

- everything I told u is true, can u figure out why? 
 

CONTEXT FOR THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
  Exodus 19:3-6 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called 
to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to 
the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of 
Israel: 4  ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I 
carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  
5  Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 
nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole 
earth is mine, 6  you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 
1. Were given after Israel was set free from slavery in Egypt  
2. Are not a means of salvation  Galatians 2:16  know that a 
person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may 
be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, 
because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 
      The Law leads to Christ but does not save 
3. Are God’s way for mankind to have a relationship with Him 
4. Direct my behavior  
Chapters 20-30 – golden calf  
 

THE FIRST OF A PERFECT TEN 
  Exodus 20:1-3 And God spoke all these words: 2  “I am the LORD 
your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery.  
  3  “You shall have no other gods before me.  
 You = personal   -  
- no one can say that God has not spoken to them.  
-  

-  
 no other = Nill   -  to be unwilling  Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found 
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved.”  
- since no other God could have delivered Israel out of Egypt, God 
was to be their only God 
- Since Jesus is the only one who has saved us, we are to have no 
other gods before Him 
- unless you hate your father mother…  
 gods  = what/who we trust -    
things that are meant to be 
- Buddah – Sarah, hairdresser, Mohamad, and anything we trust 
in, Fame, Success, Position,  
- Evolution, Mother nature, Global Warming, Eco system, Pets, 
(who would u rescue)  
- gods: rulers, judges, divine ones, angels  
- Greek gods, Egyptian gods, Norse gods, gods and goddesses and 
Roman gods 
 before me = “side by side with me”–John 14:6 Jesus answered, 
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 
- The picture is us putting our gods alongside with THE GOD.  
Many of us would say we are not serving other gods or putting 
them before God, but we bring them alongside and think we can 
have God and our gods together. 
- It is a very slight thing to have our gods side by side with THE 
GOD, we almost don’t realize we are doing this 
---  Jesus plus working on Sundays, Kids, 
-  
 

IF YOU CHOSE ANOTHER GOD… 
The results of disobeying – or following other gods 

- You get what the other gods have to offer.   
  Psalm 115:1-8  Not to us, LORD, not to us but to your name be 
the glory, because of your love and faithfulness.  
2  Why do the nations say, “Where is their God?” 3  Our God is in 



heaven; he does whatever pleases him.  
4  But their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands. 5 
 They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see. 6 
 They have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but cannot smell. 7  They 
have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but cannot walk, nor can they 
utter a sound with their throats. 
  8 Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who 
trust in them. 
- pl will get up early to exercise but wont spend time in prayer 

* It sounds like a command, but it’s really an honor 
- we get what our God can offer us… 
- There is no true joy apart from God, (He is the Fountain of all 
Joy) those who seek joy elsewhere, break the first commandment 
and end up in misery and tragedy.   
 *****  things that pl have as gods:  things that take our 
Resources, Time, Loving Sleep, Comfort,  
 
 

WHO’S ALONG SIDE? 
CALL TO ACTION:  Does what I am doing come before God? 
Buddha, Cell Phone, Smart Phone, IPad, Clothes, Food, Family,  
 
 
 
  Matthew 22:34-40 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert 
in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is 
the greatest commandment in the Law?”  
37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’  
38  This is the first and greatest commandment. 39  And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  
40  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”  
Love the lord your God Commandments 1-4   *Man had a Maker 
to Love before he had a neighbor to Love 

Love your neighbor as yourself Commandments 5-10.   Wedding 
are parties instead of simple Godly. 
 
Video: God’s Not Dead, Big Bang,       
 
After hearing God speak, the Israelites preferred that Moses 
speak 
Are the ten commandments relevant only to the Old Test times?   
Many other surrounding nations had their laws Hamorobi code, 
Egyptian Literature, Now ISRAEL had God’s laws to live by.   
“The noble utterances of Sinai are wholly unlike anything to be 
found in the entire range of Egyptian literature.”  Rawlinson 
God gave these words not as a means of salvation, for these pl 
were already saved from Egypt.  They were rules for guidance. 
Obedience was a condition of continuing the covenant.  These 
words became the basis for perservering as God’s people.   
We cannot keep a list of dos and don’t as our means of salvation.  
Our salvation relys on our Love for a God who gave us His Son for 
our salvation.  
Observance of the Law is not our means of salvation  
 
 
We call these the TEN COMMANDMENTS but the original Hebrew 
says these are God’s words.  Many pl mistakenly think that the TC 
are to be followed as a means of getting into heaven or to be 
saved, but that was never their purpose.  The Israelites were 
saved out of (freed) Egypt, out of slavery and now God gives them 
these WORDS to live by if they want to be his followers. 
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CONTEXT FOR THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

  Exodus 19:3-6  
1. Were given after Israel was set free from slavery in Egypt  
2. Are not a means of salvation  Galatians 2:16 
3. Are God’s way for mankind to have a relationship with Him 
4. Direct my behavior  
 

THE FIRST OF A PERFECT TEN 
  Exodus 20:1-3 And God spoke all these words: 2  “I am the LORD 
your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery.  3  “You shall have no other gods before me.” 
 You = ____________ 
 no other = _____ Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else…” 
 gods  = what/who we _________  
 before me = “______ by _______ with me” John 14:6 Jesus 
answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.” 
 

IF YOU CHOSE ANOTHER GOD… 
  Psalm 115:2-8  2 Why do the nations say, “Where is their God?” 3 
 Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.  
4  But their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands. 5 
 They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see. 6 
 They have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but cannot smell. 7  They 
have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but cannot walk, nor can they 
utter a sound with their throats. 
  8 Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who 
trust in them. 

* It sounds like a command, but it’s really an __________ 
 

All references taken from Today’s New International Version of the Bible unless noted. 
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Three Guiding Principles 
For Our Church 

 
 

HI 5 
It is our goal to greet everyone who visits us  

at least 5 times as they enter  
and 5 times as they leave. 

 
 

50/50 
In all our ministries we endeavor to think about the people who 

have not yet become followers of Jesus Christ.   
50/50 is meant to communicate that we will always strive to 

connect to Pre-Christians as well as Christians. 
 
 

Belong. Believe. Behave.  
We always want to keep in mind that people need to feel a sense 

that they belong no matter what  
their background or past experience. 

To us, Belonging comes before Believing and Behaving. 
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